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UNOFFICIAL DECEMBER MEETING 
MINUTES  
Members in Attendance:  John Gardiner, Chet Thayer, Elliot 
Smith, Ron Becker, Mike Hunter, Frank Donnelly, Larry 
Nowland, Tim Mihalski 
Minutes:  
Show & Tell: 

·  Ron Becker showed us a Falcon 56 (Carl Goldberg) kit 
that he bought on e-bay.  The box, plans and all parts 
seemed to be in excellent condition. 

·  Elliot Smith showed us a flying boat (Pond Hopper 
Seaplane) that he intended to give to Joe Barry.  The 
craft did have a mishap so he did not have the wing.  But 
he did repair it and it is ready to paint.  Oddly enough it 
is a foam version of the Falcon 56 wing. 

Call to Order: 
·  President Ron Becker called the meeting to order at 7:15 

pm. 
Reading of the Minutes: 

·  Reading of the minutes from the November was waived. 
Reports 

·  Treasury Report:  Elliot Smith reported that the Club 
currently has $2,228.00.  Five hundred dollars is in 
savings the balance is in checking.  Elliot reported that 
all but seven 2007 members have paid there 2008 dues.  
Elliot also reported that funds for field maintenance 
would be available in the spring. 

·  Field Report:  No report was given.  However Chet 
Thayer wanted to thank Ron Becker for the work that he 
did opening a path to the field from Rt. 9.  The entrance 
to the parking area was severely ripped up by the recent 
motor-cross event.  We will need to do some serious 
shovel work this spring to restore the entrance area to the 
way it was.  There are considerable ruts that are prone to 
filling up with water when it rains.. 

Safety Report:  There was no safety report.  However, Tim 
Mihalski has sent the officers a number of sample pilot barriers 
made from PVC Pipe.  Ron Becker said he would look into seeing 
how we might build them.  
Old Business 
There was no old Business. 

 

MINUTES  continued... 
New Business: 
We had the induction of the 2008 officers: 

o President:  Ron Becker 
o Vice-President: Chet Thayer 
o Treasurer:  Elliot Smith 
o Secretary:  Mike Hunter 

·  Events:  A discussion was held regarding the events for 
2008.  The first event is the Freeze Fly scheduled for 
10:00 January 1st.  A second event was discussed called 
“The Electric Fun Fly”.  Frank Donnelly and Larry 
Nowland were tasked to come up with the flying events.  
These events would be restricted to electric powered 
aircraft. 

·  Safety Coordinator (aka Safety Officer, Field Marshall):  
Since Don Rowe’s departure the club has not had a 
Safety Coordinator.  John Gardiner graciously accepted 
appointment to this position. 

·  Civil Air Patrol:  Ron Becker reported that Jeffery Marx 
contacted him and that the CAP wanted their planes back 
because they were taking inventory.  It was unclear 
whether or not we would attempt to work with them 
again.   

Adjournment :  A motion was made to adjourn and unanimously 
seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm.  

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

Tips 
Model Doctor #105  
Curving Balsa 
Get some ammonia, found in the household 
section of the supermarket. Put some in a 
spray bottle, and spray both sides of balsa 

sheet liberally. Carefully bend the sheet to the right shape. You 
can even tape it to a form, such as aluminum soda cans, and let it 
dry. Once dry, it may be used as turtle-decks, etc. 
Model Doctor #123 
When aligning wings with fuselage, all kit instructions emphasize 
accurate measurements generally from the wing tips to the end of 
the fuselage, but fail to suggest how. I found a very handy tool to 
do this job - your transmitter aerial!! Just extend it to the required 
length on one sic and see if the measurement of the other side 
tallies without varying the length, of course. 
Source: http://www.sacramento-rc-flyers.org/modeldoctor.html
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 Established 1973 – An AMA Gold Leader Club 
              http://www.firststaterc.org 
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2008 CLUB DUES REMINDER 
ARTICLE 8: DUES 
1. The annual dues to be paid to the Club shall be determined by 
the Club officers with the approval of a simple majority vote. 
Dues are non-refundable, except under extraordinary 
circumstances, which will be determined by the Board of 
Directors on a case-by case basis. Dues are to be paid no later 
than the January Club meeting. 
2. All new members are to be assessed a $10.00 initiation fee 
upon their acceptance. The initiation fee is not refundable. 
A.M.A. Junior members (age 15 or younger) are exempt from this 
fee. 
3. Dues are $60.00 per year for A.M.A. Open members and 
$25.00 for A.M.A. Youth members (those not 19 by July 1). 
Members age 65 or older by July 1 will be assessed $35.00. No 
dues are assessed for Junior members when a parent or guardian 
holds an Open Club membership. 
4. All dues are payable in advance by November 30 of each year. 
Members who do not pay their dues by December 31 will be 
listed in the January newsletter. Any members who do not pay 
their dues by January 31 will be dropped from the Club 
membership.5 Dues for new members joining prior to September 
1 will be for the full year amount. Dues for members joining after 
September 1 will be prorated at $5.00 per month for each month 
remaining in that year. 
6. Members dropped from the Club for non-payment of dues may 
be reinstated after paying the annual dues plus the $10.00 late fee. 
7. The Club can secure an A.M.A. membership for new members 
if they wish for the additional A.M.A. membership cost. 
8. No special assessment shall be levied upon the Club 
membership, unless it is approved by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) 
majority of the members present at the regular monthly meeting, 
and the members have been given five (5) days prior notice along 
with an explanation of the assessment. 
According to Club Treasurer Elliott Smith, as of January 2nd, 8 
Club Members have not submitted their 2008 Club Dues. 
John Batulis 
George Haak 
Charles Hruska 
William Parnell 
Donald & William Rowe 
Jerry Springer 
John Dege (resigned) 
 Please address this situation and send your Club Application 
and dues to Elliott Smith ASAP! 

Your Club needs you for all that you contribute, be that 
volunteer work or just plain camaraderie at meetings or at the 
field! 

Dues can be paid at the Jan 21 meeting or mailed to the Club 
Treasurer, Elliott Smith 2908 Mattahoon Road, Wilmington, DE 
19808 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
Someone sent me this photo of early aviators… 
Let’s see… it has a engine, propeller and landing gear… don’t see 
any wings, so how does it fly… maybe one of the identified 
aviators can tell us… 

 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

Newsletter Submission Policy 
 Submission must be in by the end of the month to be 
included in the next month’s issue.  I would be happy to include 
submissions such as but not limited to; Kit, Engine, Radio 
reviews, funny or dramatic incidents at the field, items for sale, 
aviation articles, both model and full scale, pictures of your latest 
creation. Member profiles, etc. 
FOR SUBMISSIONS, COMPLAINTS, OR COMMENTS 
 Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 302-239-7330 
 My E-Mail Address: 
 mihalski@comcast.net 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
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 Since my wife and I always have a lot of 

family visiting for the New Year’s Holiday, I 
never get to attend the annual Freezeee Fly. 
Elliott Smith stepped up to the plate and 

provided these pictures… thanks Elliott. 
Participants: 

Ron Becker, Joe Berry, Chet Thayer, John 
Batulis, Carl Carisino, Elliott Smith 

 

 

 

 
Keepin’ warm… 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
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Sikorsky Piasecki X-49 “Speedhawk” - 

First Flight in June 

Piasecki Aircraft is preparing its X-49 experimental compound 
helicopter for a first flight before the end of June. [Source] 

The modified Sikorsky H-60, with wings and tail-mounted 
variable-thrust ducted propeller (VTDP), has been moved to 
Boeing’s Wilmington, Delaware facility for ground and flight 
testing. 

The X-49A “Speedhawk” is an experimental helicopter currently 
under development. It is the subject of a $US 26.1-million U.S. 
Navy-sponsored project that consists of a Sikorsky YSH-60F 
helicopter modified by Piasecki as a testbed to test the “Vectored 
Thrust Ducted Propeller” (VTDP) system. One YSH-60F will be 
converted to test the feasibility of VTDP under an advanced 
technology demonstration program. The YSH-60F is powered by 
two General Electric T700-GE-401C engines. 

The demonstration contract was awarded in October 2000 by the 
Naval Air Systems Command to Piasecki Aircraft. Piasecki will 
install a lifting wing with flaperons and a vectored-thrust ducted 
propeller (VTDP), or “ring tail,” to a U.S. Navy Sikorsky YSH-
60F. 

The compound helicopter technology that will be added to the 
YSH-60F was first demonstrated in trials of the Piasecki 16H-1 
and 16H-1A in the early 1960’s, when the helicopters were flown 
at speeds up to 225 mph (360 km/h). 

The X-49A YSH-60F flight demonstrator will be updated with a 
lifting wing taken from an Aerostar FJ-100 business jet. A ring 
tail will also be added and the helicopter drive train will be 
modified to accommodate VTDP. Piasecki will conduct integrated 
tests of the modified drive train at the Navy’s helicopter 
transmission test facility. 

The cockpit controls will be modified with the addition of a 
manual prop pitch override on the collective for the ring tail. This 
will be the only visible change to the aircraft’s existing 
mechanical controls in the cockpit. The other controls needed to 
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operate the compound helicopter’s systems will be integrated into 
the aircraft’s existing mechanical controls to reduce pilot 
workload. Weight added to the X-49A YSH-60F will be about 
1,600 lb (725 kg). It will have an unrefueled combat radius of 
1,411km following a rolling take-off, and 963km after a vertical 
take-off, representing a three-fold increase over the standard H-
60. 

As of 2004 the X-49A YSH-60F/VTDP demonstration program 
was being transitioned from the U.S. Navy to the U.S. Army. 

Sources: http://www.helis.com/Since80s/h_x49.php 
http://blog.flightstory.net/126/sikorsky-piasecki-x-49-speedhawk-
first-flight-in-june/ 
http://www.catchpenny.org/model.html 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

 
The events listed, as well as others, can be found at your AMA's 
Contest Calendar Site on the WWW: go to URL: 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/calendar.aspx or the IMAA 
site at  http://www.fly-imaa.org/imaa/events/index.html 
 Others listed are from club newsletters or flyers 
Central Penn Aeromodelers Assoc 28th Annual Radio 
Control Flea Market 
3/08/08 - Lebanon, PA (E) Central Pen Aeromodelers Assoc 28th 
Annual Radio Control Flea Market. Site: Lebanon Expo. For Info: 
George Shomsky PH:717-412-8579. Over 600 table spaces in 
41,000 square feet indoors. Spaces are $11 and $15 each and 
admission is $7 per person. 
Sponsor: CENTRAL PENN AEROMODELERS ASSOC 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
TCWS Hamburg Swap Meet 
3/22/08 - Hamburg, PA (E) TCWS Hamburg Swap Meet. Site: 
Hamburg Field House. For Info: Lee PH:610-298-4654 email: 
lbjms@verizon.net. Over 200 tables, public 8am setup 7am. 
Admission $5 breakfast/lunch/snacks. Visit www.tcws.org. 
Sponsor: TRI-COUNTY WINGSNAPPERS 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
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January 9th… William Bushey 
January 11th… Craig Reynolds 
January 25th… Bob McDonald 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

CIVIL AIR PATROL (CAP)  

 
On May 14, 2005,the group of cadets in the picture above took 
part in Delaware Wing's new Radio Controlled (RC) Aircraft 
Program. The activity took place at the First State RC Club. This 
is an ongoing program that will give each of these cadets six to 
ten hours of RC flying time. Thanks to Major Jeffrey Marks and 
the wing Aerospace Education team to get this program going. 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
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Until next month, 
      Tim Mihalski, Editor 

 
My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder… you can 
read all about this mystery ship in February’s 
issue of Contact… 
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
 

JANUARY CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  01/21/08@Stahl American Legion Post 
 
FEBRUARY CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  02/18/08@Stahl American Legion Post 
 
MARCH CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  03/17/08@Stahl American Legion Post 
 


