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UNOFFICIAL DECEMBER MEETING 
MINUTES  
Members in Attendance:  John Gardiner,  Mike Hunter, Joe 
Berry, Dave McCluney,  Chet Thayer, Jack Springer, Ron Becker, 
Charlie Hruska, Larry Nolan 
Guest:  Bill McKibben    
Show and Tells:  

There were no show or tells.  
MINUTES: 
Call to Order:  

·  President Chet Thayer called the meeting to order at 7:40 
P.M.   

Reading of the Minutes: 
·  Mike Hunter summarized the minutes from the 

November meeting.  There was one correction:  Dave 
McCluney is the custodian of the Club’s demonstration 
plane, not Joe Berry.  The November minutes were then 
accepted as summarized. 

COMMITTEE Reports: 
·  Treasury Report:  John Gardiner reported that as of 11-

30-2011, the club had cash in checking account of 
$xx.xx8.  This compares to a checking balance of $xx.xx 
as of 11-30-2010 and $xx.xx as of 12-31-2010.  As of 
11-30-2011. The club had cash in savings account of 
$xx.xx.  This compares to a savings balance of $xx.xx as 
of 11-30-2010 and $xx.xx as of 12-31-2010.  The funds 
in the savings account are earmarked for the purchase of 
a new lawn mower. 
Dues collected for 2011 total $xx.xx.  The Club currently 
has 23 regular, 16 senior and 4 junior members.  
Membership for 2010 was 23 regular and 18 senior 
members and 4 junior members. 
Total receipts for the eleven months of 2011 total $xx.xx.  
The three main sources of revenues are Dues - $xx.xx, 
fuel sales - $xx.xx and special assessment - $xx.xx.  This 
makes up 96% of revenues. 
Total disbursements for the eleven months of 2011 total 
$xx.xx.  Disbursements for December were $xx.xx for 
expenses for newsletters and $xx.xx for sanitation.  This 
is a total of $xx.xx.    
The Club has earmarked fund in the savings account of 
$xx.xx for the future purchase of a new lawn mower.  
After this earmark, the Club has spent $xx.xx more than 
received for the eleven months ended 11-30-2011. 

MEETING MINUTES continued… 
·  Safety Report:   There was no safety 
·  Field Report:  There was no field report.  However, 

Dave McCluney accepted the position of Field 
Maintenance Officer for 2012.  Thanks Dave for 
accepting this responsibility. 

OLD Business 
CB Radios:  Jack Springer brought in two CB Radios that 
his brother Jerry had been keeping.  He believes they were 
used when the club was flying quiky-500 races.  Jack 
wanted to return the radios to the club and find their owner.  
Mike Hunter took the radios on behalf of the club and said 
he would see if Mike Sobieski or Frank Donnelly knew 
anything about them.  

New Business 
2012 Schedule of Events:  The schedule of events was set 
for 2012.  If any changes are needed they will be made at 
January’s meeting:  

Monday 07:30 P.M. 01/16/12 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post  
  01/31/12 Last Date for Club Membership Renewal  
  02/01/12 Club Membership Late Fee Applies  
Monday 07:30 P.M. 02/20/12 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post  
Monday 07:30 P.M. 03/19/12 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post  
Saturday 09:00 A.M. 04/07/12 Club Spring Field Cleanup Day  
Saturday 09:00 A.M. 04/14/12 Club Spring Field Cleanup Day (Raindate) 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 04/16/12 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post  
Saturday 11:00A.M. 05/12/12 Friends of Bellanca (FOB ) Open House – First 
 State Indoor Flying 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 05/21/12 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post 
Saturday 10:00 A.M. 05/19/12 Fuel/Electric Fun Fly at Field.-Contact: Ron 
 Becker 
Saturday 10:00 A.M. 05/26/12 Fuel/Electric Fun Fly at Field. (Raindate)-Contact: 
 Ron Becker 
Saturday 11:00A.M. 05/26/12 Friends of Bellanca (FOB ) Open House – First 
 State Indoor Flying 
Saturday 11:00A.M. 06/9/12 Friends of Bellanca (FOB ) Open House – First State 
 Indoor Flying 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 06/??/12 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 06/23/12 Friends of Bellanca (FOB ) Open House – First 
 State Indoor Flying 
No Club Meeting in July 
Saturday 11:00A.M. 07/14/12 Friends of Bellanca (FOB ) Open House – First 
 State Indoor Flying 
Saturday 11:00A.M. 07/28/12 Friends of Bellanca (FOB ) Open House – First 
 State Indoor Flying 
No Club Meeting in August 
Saturday 11:00A.M. 08/11/12 Friends of Bellanca (FOB ) Open House – First 
 State Indoor Flying 
Saturday 11:00A.M. 08/25/12 Friends of Bellanca (FOB ) Open House – First 
 State Indoor Flying 
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 Established 1973 – An AMA Gold Leader Club 
              http://www.firststaterc.org 
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MEETING MINUTES continued… 
Saturday 11:00A.M. 09/8/12 Friends of Bellanca (FOB ) Open House – First State 
 Indoor Flying 
Saturday 10:00 A.M. 09/15/12 Club Picnic-Chair: Ron Becker 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 09/17/12 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post  
Saturday 10:00 A.M. 09/22/12 Club Picnic (Raindate)-Chair: Ron Becker 
Saturday 11:00A.M. 09/22/12 Friends of Bellanca (FOB ) Open House – First 
 State Indoor Flying 
Saturday 11:00A.M. 10/13/12 Friends of Bellanca (FOB ) Open House – First 
 State Indoor Flying 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 10/15/12 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post  
  Nominations of 2013 Club Officers  
Saturday 11:00A.M. 10/27/12 Friends of Bellanca (FOB ) Open House – First  
  State Indoor Flying 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 11/19/12 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post  
  Election of 2013 Club Officers  
  11/30/12 Club 2013 Membership Dues Deadline  
Monday 07:30 P.M. 12/17/12 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post  
  Induction of 2013 Club Officers  
Sunday 10:00 A.M. 01/01/13 Freeze Fly 2013 
2012 Budget:  John Gardiner presented the budget for 2012: 

Editor’s Note (Contact Treasurer John Gardiner for a 
copy) 

Possible Spring Clean-up Day Projects for 2012:  There was a 
discussion about possible work project for the spring.  They 
included putting up at least two more PVC fences and maybe 
building three new safety benches that were approved for last 
year.  A final decision will be made at the March meeting.  
Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 8:17 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Hunter 
Secretary 
First State R/C Club 
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2012 CLUB DUES REMINDER 
except from the Club by-laws…. 
ARTICLE 8: DUES  

1. The annual dues to be paid to the Club shall be determined 
by the Club officers with the approval of a simple majority 
vote. Dues are non-refundable, except under extraordinary 
circumstances, which will be determined by the Board of 
Directors on a case-by case basis. Dues are to be paid no 
later than the January Club meeting.  

2. All new members are to be assessed a $10.00 initiation fee 
upon their acceptance. The initiation fee is not refundable. 
A.M.A. Youth members (age 19 or younger) are exempt 
from this fee.  

3. Dues are $65.00 per year for A.M.A. Open members and 
$25.00 for A.M.A. Youth members (those not 19 by July 
1). Members age 65 or older by July 1 will be assessed 
$50.00. No dues are assessed for Youth members when a 
parent or guardian holds an Open Club membership.  

4. All dues are payable in advance by November 30 of each 
year. Members who do not pay their dues by December 31 
will be listed in the January newsletter. Any members who 
do not pay their dues by January 31 will be dropped from 
the Club membership.  

5. Dues for new members joining prior to September 1 will be 
for the full year amount. Dues for members joining after 

2012 CLUB DUES REMINDER continued… 
 September 1 will be prorated at $6.00 per month for each 
month remaining in that year.  

6. Members dropped from the Club for non-payment of dues 
may be reinstated after paying the annual dues plus the 
$10.00 late fee.  

7. The Club can secure an A.M.A. membership for new 
members if they wish for the additional A.M.A. 
membership cost.  

8. No special assessment shall be levied upon the Club 
membership, unless it is approved by a vote of two-thirds 
(2/3) majority of the members present at the regular 
monthly meeting, and the members have been given five 
(5) days prior notice along with an explanation of the 
assessment.  

Mail to John Gardiner, 108 Weldin Park Drive, Wilmington, DE 
19803 
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Newsletter Submission Policy 
 Submission must be in by the end of the month to be 
included in the next month’s issue.  I would be happy to include 
submissions such as but not limited to; Kit, Engine, Radio 
reviews, funny or dramatic incidents at the field, items for sale, 
aviation articles, both model and full scale, pictures of your latest 
creation. Member profiles, etc. 
FOR SUBMISSIONS, COMPLAINTS, OR COMMENTS 
 Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 302-239-7330 
 My E-Mail Address: 
 mihalski@comcast.net 
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January 5th… James Scully 
January 11th… Craig Reynolds 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

����������	�
����
	�
������   

Halberstadt CL.IV 
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The Halberstadt CL.IV was a German ground attack aircraft of 
World War I. 
Design and development 
 Karl Thies, chief designer of the Halberstädter 
Flugzeugwerke, G.m.b.H., designed the CL.IV as a replacement 
for the CL.II. As the CL.II had proven to be particularly effective 
in the ground support role, the focus of an improved version was 
to create a specific ground attack aircraft. 
 The new CL.IV featured a shorter, strengthened fuselage and 
a horizontal stabilizer of greater span and higher aspect ratio than 
that of the CL.II. These changes, along with a one-piece, horn-
balanced elevator, gave the CL.IV much greater maneuverability 
than its predecessor. After tests were completed of the prototype 
in April 1918, at least 450 were ordered from Halberstadt, and an 
additional 250 aircraft from a subcontractor, LFG (Roland). 
Operational history 
 The Halberstadt CL.IV was one of the most effective ground 
attack aircraft of World War I, relying on its good 
maneuverability to avoid ground fire. It appeared on the Western 
Front towards the end of the German offensives in 1918. Flights 
of four to six aircraft flew close support missions, at an altitude of 
less than one hundred feet, suppressing enemy infantry and 
artillery fire just ahead of the advancing German troops. After 
these late German offensives stalled, Halberstadt CL.IVs were 
used to disrupt advancing Allied offensives by striking at enemy 
troop assembly points and night sorties were also made against 
Allied airfields. 
 Towards the end of the war, on bright, moonlit nights, 
CL.IV squadrons attempted to intercept and destroy Allied 
bombers as they returned from their missions. 

 
Specifications 
General characteristics 
Crew: two 
Length: 6.54 m (21 ft 5.5 in) 
Wingspan: 10.74 m (35 ft 2.75 in) 
Height: 2.67 m (8 ft 9 in) 
Wing area: 28.96 m² (311.7 ft²) 
Empty weight: 728 kg (1,605 lb) 
Loaded weight: 1,068 kg (2,354 lb) 
Powerplant: 1 × Mercedes D.III 6-cylinder inline engine, 120 kW 
(160 hp) 
Performance 
Maximum speed: 186 km/h (104 mph) 
Endurance: 3.25 hours 
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Armament 
1 × 7.92 mm (.312 in) LMG 08/15 "Spandau" machine gun, 
synchronized 
1 × 7.92 mm (.312 in) Parabellum MG14 machine gun, on ring 
mount for observer 
Grenades 
Up to 5 × 10 kg (20 lb) bombs 
Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halberstadt_CL.IV 
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The events listed, as well as others, can be found at your AMA's 
Contest Calendar Site on the WWW: go to URL: 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/calendar.aspx or the IMAA 
site at  http://www.fly-imaa.org/imaa/events/index.html 
 Others listed are from club newsletters or flyers 
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3/10/2012 -- Lebanon, PA (E)  
32ND ANNUAL RC FLEA MARKET.  
Site: Lebanon Expo. Larry Leiphart CD PH: 717-412-8579 Email: 
info@cpaa.us. Visit: www.cpaa.us. Over 600 indoor table spaces 
are available in 41,000 sq ft. Aisle space $13 ea, wall space $20 
ea. General admission is $7 (8:30AM), advance gen adm tickets 
are available. First time renters e-mail or call CD before ordering 
spaces.  
Sponsor: CENTRAL PENN AEROMODELERS 
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3/24/2012 -- Hamburg, PA (E)  
TRI COUNTY WINGSNAPPERS SWAP MEET.  
Site: Hamburg Field House. Michael Renzi CD PH: 610-779-
5818 Email: mrenz66@yahoo.com. Visit: www.tcws.org. Doors 
open at 6AM for vendors, 8AM for the public. Admission $5. 
Sponsor: TRI COUNTY WING SNAPPERS INC 
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Understanding Deans Connectors 
By Phil Laperriere 
 As I continue to discover more and more about the mysteries 
of electric flight, I’m never surprised when something that I 
initially think is a big problem turns out to have a simple solution 
once I understand the nuts and bolts about it. I’d like to share one 
of my latest learning’s that supports this truth. 
 I’ve always been very mechanical and understood 
mechanical things. I also have always had a great deal of 
confidence about using tools and getting the feel for them very 
quickly in order to make them work for me. That being said, I 
found myself getting a little rattled just using a soldering gun as I 
was putting together the “system” on my first electric-power 
project. After purchasing the motor, speed controller, and battery, 
I eagerly started to string things together. 
 I started by soldering the bullet connectors to the three wires 
coming off the motor. I spoke with Matt at the Prop Shop and he 
instructed me to fill the pocket of the bullet connector with molten 
solder, then plunge the wire in, holding it until the solder cooled. 
The first obstacle I had here was that I simply didn’t have enough 
hands to hold the clamp while trying to melt solder into the bullet 
connector. I overcame this by wrapping a rubber band around 
the handle of a pair of needle nose pliers. I was then able to 
position the bullet connector with no problem for assembly to the 
wire. I also quickly realized I had to slide the shrink tubing as far 
up the wire as possible before putting the bullet connector on. 
There is enough heat transmitted an inch or so up the wire to 
shrink the shrink tube. 
 Now it was time to solder the Deans-style connector onto the 
battery leads and the speed controller. One month ago I didn’t 
have the foggiest idea what a Deans Connector was. Now, here I 
am buying them at the Prop Shop and trying to tie them into my 
power system.  
 I read the instructions on the back of the pouch that the 
connector set came in, and the instructions told me to tin (pre-
apply solder) to the wires and connectors then touch the two 
together, add a little heat and you should have a good bond, ready 
for shrink tubing right? Wrong! By the time I was able to melt the 
solder on the connector, the tab had melted the outside of the 
connector, allowing the tab to move out of position. Also, it 
seemed like an extended period of time before the solder would 
cool enough for handling due to heat being retained in the 
connector body. I also found that the bond between the wire and 
the tab was not very strong and was easily pulled free. 
 After a long frustrating struggle, I was successful at getting 
one set of connectors soldered in place. However, when I tried to 
plug the two connectors together, the tabs were so far out of 
alignment due to the melting of the outside shell, they simply 
would not go together. After ruining three or four pairs of 
connectors, I finally stumbled upon a solution. 
 I found if I first plugged a set of connectors together and 
afterward started the tinning/soldering process. I had much better 
success at a well aligned connector. I also noted that the solder 
joint seemed to cool quickly along with the tab alignment 
remaining intact and showing great bond to the wire. Having the 
connector plugged together also gave me enough material to hold 
in a vise for soldering. A couple of other observations I want to 
point out that seem to make sense to me after going through the 
process of assembly are as follows: 
• Lightly sand the tab where you intend to solder, giving the 
material an opportunity for “tooth.” 

Understanding continued...  
• Always assemble the female portion of the connector to the 
battery side. By doing this, you won’t be as likely to inadvertently 
short out your battery because the terminals are not exposed. 
• Maintain a standard for your connectors for positive versus 
negative. Doing this, you’ll finally have flexibility for switching 
between batteries and speed controllers. Typically, Deans 
Connectors recommend the wide end be utilized as the positive 
side. 
• Have an extra set of connectors available that are used only for 
the assembly process. This way you won’t power up the speed 
controller when doing assembly. Also, if you do utilize a set only 
for assembly, be sure to put the shrink tube over the exposed 
terminals to minimize the risk of a short. • Use shrink tube over 
your solder joints. Shrink tubes serve two purposes. First and 
foremost, it acts as an insulator, minimizing the potential for a 
short. Second, it adds strength to the wire just behind the solder 
joint reducing the opportunity for wire fatigue. 
 Good luck and don’t let the electrics scare you. I’ve been 
finding that when I first started getting involved with electrics, the 
amount of confusing information was intimidating. Learning and 
understanding a piece at a time starts to add up quickly, making 
the process manageable. 
 Hopefully I’ve been successful giving you a tip that 
will help you in your own building. 
Radio Control Club of Detroit 
Clinton Township, Michigan 
============================================= 
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Until next month, 
      Tim Mihalski, Editor 

 
My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder… you can read all 
about this mystery ship in February’s issue of Contact… 
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
 
 
 

Monday 07:30 P.M. 01/16/12 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post  
  01/31/12 Last Date for Club Membership Renewal  
  02/01/12 Club Membership Late Fee Applies  
Monday 07:30 P.M. 02/20/12 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post  
Monday 07:30 P.M. 03/19/12 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post  
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