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UNOFFICIAL FEBRUARY MEETING 
MINUTES  
Members In Attendance:  Joe Berry, John Gardiner, Frank 
McFoy, Elliot Smith,  Mike Sobieski, Charlie Hruska, Frank 
DelCoglin, Mike Hunter, Frank Donnelly, John Batulis, Ron 
Becker, Tim Mihalski 
Visitor:  John Kirchstein, AMA Assistant V.P. for Delaware 
Minutes: 
Show & Tell: 
Frank DelCoglin showed us his P-51 Mustang that he bought 
from a friend.  He said he has not flow it yet because it needs a 
computer transmitter to mix the rudder and throttle for take 
offs.  Frank believes the engine is a .91 four stroke Saito.  The 
plane was called Mr. Magoo and had a Mr. Magoo likeness as 
the pilot 
Frank Donnelly showed us a 12 volt AC power supply that he 
built from a PC power supply that he can use to power his 12 
volt chargers.  Frank explained that it is relatively easy to 
convert an old PC power supply for this purpose.  The key is 
to wire the 5 volt supply that normally goes to the PC 
motherboard back to the power supply itself so that it thinks 
the PC is on and functioning.  Then, cut all other wires (5 volt, 
-5 volt, 2.7 volt, etc.) except for the 12 volt wires.  All the 12 
volts wires can be combined to increase the amps.  
Additionally, the power supply may need an on/off switch 
although many power supplies have their own switch. 
Editor’s Note: Read about how to do it at 
http://www.marcee.org/Articles/PCPowerSupply.htm 
Call to Order:  
President Ron Becker called the meeting to order at 7:10 P.M.   
Reading of the Minutes: 
Mike Hunter summarized the minutes from the January 
meeting.  The minutes were accepted as read. 
COMMITTEE Reports: 
Treasury Report:  Elliot Smith reported that the Club currently 
has $XX in our accounts.  Elliot informed us that he 
anticipates that we will add four new members.  If that occurs 
it will bring our total membership ups to 33.  Elliot will submit 
the 2008 budget for approval at March’s meeting.  Tim 
Mihalski asked Elliot to add a new budget item for the web 
site as our free site can no longer be maintained. 

We still have about three cases of fuel.  Price is $15 per 
gallon for anyone that needs it. 
Field Report:  John Batulis said that there was nothing to 
report. 

MINUTES  continued... 
Safety Repot:  John Gardiner said there was nothing to report.   
Thank Yous: 
President Ron Becker recognized and thanked Frank McFoy 
for making his place of business available for past club 
meetings.  Ron presented Frank with a commemorative clock 
that displayed a ‘30’s vintage military aircraft. 
OLD Business 
Fun Fly Event:  The Fun Fly Event is scheduled for Saturday 
May 24th with Saturday, May 31st as the rain Date. 
NEW Business 

Ron Becker appointed John Gardiner to perform an audit 
of the club’s finances.  John is to meet with Elliot and prepare 
a report by June. 

President Ron Becker introduced John Kirchstein to 
discuss Park Flyer AMA implications and possible new field 
arrangements with G-Force Hobbies. 
Park Flyers and AMA 

The AMA has implemented a new category of 
membership for Park Flyers.  This membership carries with it 
less insurance, $500,000 and a reduced annual fee.  This 
covers aircraft that are two lbs or less in weight and can attain 
speeds of 60 mph or less.  John reported that other clubs in 
Delaware still want their members to have a full AMA 
membership to fly at their fields.  John recommended that we 
follow this policy. 

Tim Mihalski suggested that we revise the bylaws to 
explicitly state that a full AMA membership is required.  

We will discuss the Park Flyers Program and the clubs 
response to it at the March Meeting. 
Field arrangements with G-Force Hobbies 

John reported that any arrangement with G-Force 
Hobbies is still very much up in the air and nothing would 
occur for at least four weeks.  He feels that our current field is 
in an untenable position due to the fact that G-Force Hobbies 
has a much better relationship with Ferraro than we do. 
However, John pointed out that we do have a major bargaining 
chip in that we have run our field for some time and know 
how best to do that.  As a result, John believes that we could 
work out an arrangement with G-Force Hobbies to make a 
very good working relationship.  Basically, at some increased 
cost to us, say $40 more a year per member, we could enjoy a 
much better field environment than we do now.  For example, 
G-Force could lobby Ferraro to remove the hills, and possibly 
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MINUTES  continued... 
cut down the tree line to the south that is parallel with the 
runway on our landing approach.  Other improvements might 
be a harder runway surface and better parking.   

The key to this arrangement would be to remember that 
G-Force Hobbies has to be able to show a commercial return 
on any investment either in increased business at the store or 
increased membership in our club that then brings in more 
interest in their other planned activities at the site. 

One possible working solution would be that we as an 
AMA Sanctioned Club could rent our current field from G-
Force and then actually run the field in some capacity as we 
do now for G-Force. 

Finally, John recommended that we continue seeking out 
possible other sites. 
New Site Discussion: 

We discussed possible alternatives and locations for new 
fields.  Everyone in the club should be looking for possible 
flying locations.  Ron Becker approved Mike Sobieski’s 
request that he approach people that he knows at the county in 
regard to underutilized property that might be suitable for a 
flying site.  The key to getting a new site is to showing the 
positive aspects of the hobby in relationship to young flyers 
and possible community support such as Adopt a Highway.  
Also, we need to have a polished presentation and ready when 
and if something should break.   
Bylaws Changes 

Ron Becker proposed that we discuss a new by-law for 
our charter that would limit the term of president to possibly 
three years or some other term limit.  Ron is currently serving 
his sixth consecutive year as president.  We decided to table 
the discussion and discuss it further at March’s meeting. 
Adjournment:   A motion was made to adjourn and 
unanimously seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 8:25. 
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The Ryan Model 92 Vertiplane VZ-3RY 
Deflected Slipstream 
• The propeller slipstream is deflected 90° downward with 
trailing flaps which form a “bucket” 
• The deflected propeller thrust is used for lift 
 

���������	
��	����
�
������  

The Ryan VZ-3RY is the only deflected-slipstream aircraft 
intended for total VTOL capability ever to have flown. The 
VZ-3RY project began in 1957 when the U.S. Army 
contracted with the Ryan Aeronautical Company to develop 
and build a flying “test-bed” with V/STOL capability. 
Development proceeded under the auspices of both the Office 
of Naval Research (ONR) and the Army Transportation 
Research and Engineering Command (TRECOM). The basic 
layout of the original machine with dimensions appears in 
Figure 9 below. 
Wind Tunnel Evaluations. 
The airplane featured a short wingspan with large-chord 
double-slotted flaps, and was powered by a single Lycoming 
T-53 shaft turbine rated at 825 horsepower. Enclosed in the 
fuselage, the engine drove the opposite rotating twin wooden 
propellers by means of external shafting and gearing. Prop 
rotation opposed the natural rotation of tip vortices. Each prop 
was 9 feet 2 inches in diameter. The airplane weighed 2,625 
pounds at rollout. Note the location of the center of gravity 
only slightly below the wing. The control system was fairly 
conventional for cruising flight, although pop-up spoilers were 
used in place of pure ailerons. 

 
Figure 9—Geometry of the Full-Scale VZ-3RY
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Source: 
http://www.vstol.org/wheel/VSTOLWheel/Ryan92VZ-
3Vertiplane.htm 

 
Source:  
http://www.aeromobile.com/History%20of%20Deflected%20
Slipstream%20VTOL%20Aircraft.pdf 
Read more about these interesting aircraft… 
An Overview of the History of Vertical and/or Short Take-
Off and Landing (V/STOL) Aircraft 
Source: http://www.vstol.org/history_overview_brief.pdf 

Ryan 92 VZ-3 Vertiplane 
• Powered by a 1,000 hp Lycoming T53-L-1 turboshaft engine 
• One metal three-bladed Harzell propeller on each side 
• Propellers were ahead and below wing so the produced slip-
stream flowed directly into the bucket formed by extended 
double flaps and deflected downwards for lift 
• Differential propeller pitch was used for roll control 
• Engine exhaust at tail was used for pitch and yaw control 
until tail surfaces could be effective 
• Engines failed to provide sufficient thrust to hover without a 
headwind 
Flight Milestones 
• 21 January 1959 - First flight 
• February 1959 - Grounded by a flight accident 
• February 1960 - NASA test flights 
• Continued flying until 1961 – Testing low-speed V/STOL 
handling characteristics 
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Tips and Tricks 
A simple way to route servo 
wires 
A method for fishing servo wires through 
wings, especially ribbed wings, is to go to 
the hardware store and get about three feet 

of the smallest beaded chain you can find. You know, the stuff 
like on the pull chain of your ceiling fan, only smaller. Drop 
this chain in your servo bay, and rock the wing back and forth. 
The chain will find its way down like water. Tie a string or 
your wire to it, and pull it right through. 
Instant Gap Filler  
To fill small gaps, instead of filling with the usual putties etc. 
and waiting for them to dry, place some medium ca in the gap, 
then place a small amount of baking soda on and watch it set 
before your eyes. It is the strongest fill I have come across and 
is instant. 
Trevor Williamson  
How's your NiCad’s? 
The NiCad batteries that we use in our Transmitters and 
Aircraft wear out with time. If you have a battery pack that is 
more than 3 years old you should be keeping a close check on 
it by cycling every month. If it is 5 years old or older you 
should replace it and be sure to properly dispose of the old 
cells. So - how do we tell the age of our batteries? Most 
Futaba battery packs and individual Sanyo battery cells (which 
most OEM radio manufactures use) have a 2 letter date code 
stamped somewhere on the pack or cell. The first letter of the 
code is the year of manufacture and the second letter is the 
month of manufacture. 1996 = "A", 1997 = "B", 1998 = "C", 
1999 = "D", 2000 = "E", etc….. January = "A", February = 
"B", March = "C", etc…… So - if you have a battery or pack 
with a date code of "CB" it was manufactured in February of 
1998 - probably still OK but keep a close check on it. The 
pack in my 8UAF transmitter was "ZF" or June of 1995 so I 
replaced it. I found one pack with a date code of "WC" which 
translates to 1992 - replace that one without question. 
Happy flying 
Ted Brindle  
http://www.geistware.com/rcmodeling/tips.htm 
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FIELD  CLEAN-UP 
Just a reminder that this next month we will 
have our annual Field Clean-Up Day 4/12... 
This event is really important in that it gets the 

field in shape for the onslaught of flying season! 
Some of the items we attack each year are as follows: 
·  Trim bushes on far side of the runway 
·  Trim weeds that have grown in and around our snow fence 
·  Reattach/repair the snow fence where needed 
·  Past years we have rolled the field. 
·  Repair as needed the picnic tables, canopies and/or 
frequency pin board 
 We are also participating in the Adopt a Highway 
program and we have a 2-mile stretch of Route 9.  This would 
be a great day to clean up that roadway as well.  Some of the 
tools needed for this event include chainsaws, rakes, pruning 
shears/clippers, sledge hammer, etc. 
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Safety Report 
 by John O. Gardiner, Jr., Safety Officer 

As the newly elected Safety Office for the First State RC 
Club, I would like to present a safety article each month that 
will enhance each of us to maintain and fly our models safely.  
The following ten safety tips were taken off “Simply-RC” 
blog.  Enjoy. 

1. No flying overhead. 
2. Avoid flying over any spectators.   
3. Before executing a low pass or low flying stunt, 

always check that the path is cleared of other flyers 
or park users. 

4. Always fly within the perimeter defined by the 
boundary of the park, never over highway or roads. 

5. Always sound our (“Landing”) to alert others before 
coming in for landing.  Always sound out (“Man on 
Runway”) before going onto the runway while others 
are flying. 

6. To avoid mid air collisions when flying as a group, 
always make your intentions clear and fly in the same 
direction as others. 

7. Ensure frequency is cleared before turning on your 
radio, this is especially so when someone else is 
already flying. 

8. Do not hog the runway. 
9. Avoid flying alone at the field, accidents do happen, 

your flight buddy could well save your life during 
such emergency. 

10. Remember your model is not a toy but a piece of 
potentially lethal machinery, never compromise 
safety of human life, crash your model to abort flight 
if need be. 

Due to the length of the next article, the Safety Report 
will be spread over the next three issues of “Contact”.  
Stay tuned as you will see in this series, common sense 
issues that we all have forgotten at one time or another.  
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Photos from the past…12/15/2003 
A motley crew if ever I saw one…  
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More Photos from the past…12/15/2003 

 
            

Until next month, 
      Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 

My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder… you can read all about this 
mystery ship in the April issue of Contact… 
 
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
 

MARCH CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  03/17/08@ Stahl American Legion Post 

 

CLUB FIELD CLEANUP DAY  
Saturday  9:00 A.M.  04/12/08@ the Field 
Saturday  9:00 A.M.  04/19/08@ the Field - RAINDATE  

 

APRIL CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  04/21/08@ Stahl American Legion Post 


