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UNOFFICIAL FEBRUARY MEETING MINUTES  
 Due to the forecasted snow, the February Club meeting was 
cancelled, hence there aren’t any minutes. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
IT’S WHAT A PILOT DOES.  

Last fall, while visiting with Frank Donnelly and Larry 
Nowland at First State RC (FSR/C) airfield, I commented to the 
fellows, that I was in the process of contacting the “ Friends of 
Bellanca Airfield” (FOBA) My mission, to find a place to fly R/C 
indoors. As a young boy, my Dad and I would often go there and 
see the airplanes up close. This location is close to my home and, 
I thought that it would be the perfect location.  

I attended an FOBA open house in October 2009 and, while 
there, I scouted the place to further confirm that it was a good 
place to have fun with model aircraft. Right away I sent an email 
to FOBA and after several months of waiting, I finally had a 
contact person. Late January of this year I spoke to Major General 
Frank Ianni, U.S. Army / DNG Retired.  

February 1st, 4:00 pm at Wilmington Airport, was the first 
meeting to present the idea to the executive board of FOBA. For 
additional support, I contacted Frank Donnelly. Frank, as always, 
was very enthusiastic about the concept and, was willing to join 
me for the meeting. Frank brought along his electric Vapor for 
show and tell. 

Promoting FSR /C and safety was first and foremost. After 
our presentation and request, FOBA had questions that were 
answered to the FOBA board’s satisfaction. Then the wait began. 
Within two weeks, I was contacted by FOBA Major Ianni. 
Members of First State R/C had an agreement and, permission to 
use the hangar for R/C flight.  

Friday February 19th at 12:00 P.M. both Frank and I met at 
the FOBA hangar with Major Ianni. We worked out some basic 
rules and reached an agreement. We’ll discuss the rules at the next 
club meeting. Keep in mind that we want to further promote 
FSR/C and keep things safe for all involved. The following is a 
partial list of requirements imposed by FOBA and FSR/C. 

1. You must be a member in good standing with FSR/C  
2. You must be a member of FOBA  
3. You must be a member of the A.M.A.  
4. Aircraft is restricted to electric power only. Absolutely, 

NO NITRO powered flight allowed.  
No SMOKING or use of open flame or combustible materials are 
allowed. 

IT’S WHAT A PILOT DOES. CONTINUED… 
After the meeting with Major Ianni ended, the much 

anticipated first flight was made. Frank joined me, flying his 
Vapor as well. We demonstrated to the Major, just how the Vapor 
would fly. 

The Major issued keys and briefed us on the security system. 
From there, Frank and I were joined by Larry Nowland. Frank, 
Larry and I flew for a couple of hours that day.  

Saturday, February 20th, after a FSR/C breakfast at Arners, 
nine of us traveled to the Bellanca hanger. This morning, Elliott 
Smith was the first in the air with his heli. His point departure was 
from the top of Ron Becker’s head. 

In attendance was FSR/C president Chet Thayer, Joe Berry, 
Carl Witt, Frank Donnelly, Ron Becker,  Larry  Nowland, Elliott 
Smith and John Gardiner and myself, Mike Sobieski. So typical of 
the FSR/C guys, the enthusiasm and camaraderie was awesome.    

By the way, I’m always looking for a place to land. It’s what 
a pilot does. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mike Sobieski 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
MEMBER PROFILE…  
My Adventure with Radio Control  

Ever since I can remember, my dad would take me to the 
local airport so that I could look at the airplanes. One of those 
places was Bellanca airfield. My interest got the best of me when 
I was a young boy and I began to fly the Cox control line planes. 

1971: I began to fly R/C. My first of many training flights 
was at the then closed Bellanca airfield. In fact, I crashed my 19 
powered Head Master into the water tower by the Bellanca 
factory. We had to climb that tower to get it back. With just a 
broken spinner and prop, it was hand launched from the tower and 
flown/glided back to the access road that led from the factory to 
the airfield. Several years ago I began to fly that airplane at our 
airfield. I flew it on and off for three winters. With so little power, 
I had to fly it between November and March when the grass 
wasn't growing and the ground was hard. 

I began taking flying lessons in 1972 and now have a pilot’s 
license to fly full scale aircraft. 
1977 was the year that I joined First State R/C with Jerry Springer 
as my flight instructor. I flew at the club airfields and became 
president of the club in 1981. I would fly with Jerry and Jack 
Springer, Art Shindel (now deceased) and Bill Bolaslawski. 
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 Established 1973 – An AMA Gold Leader Club 
              http://www.firststaterc.org 
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MEMBER PROFILE… CONTINUED… 
In December of 1982 our friend Art was fatally injured in an auto 
accident. Flying just didn't seem right without Art and I dropped 
from the club and didn't fly again until the winter of 2003. I 
rejoined First State R/C in March of 2003. 

Besides learning (an ongoing process) to fly my heli, my 
most memorable (I still don't believe it happened) experience was 
being undefeated in First State RC’s version of "Quickie 500" air 
races. Using my head so I'd not have to fly against and lose to 
Frank Donnelly, was to have Frank as my coach. In a race against 
Ron Becker, I cut a pylon. Wow, did I catch the dickens from 
Frank. Even flying eleven laps to Ron's ten, I beat Ron by a 
fraction of a second. My point here is that it wasn't my flying skill 
but my coach Frank that gave me the victory in these events that 
summer. That day was fun. By the way, that airplane was put back 
into kit form about a year later. If you ever have the chance to see 
Frank fly his racers, you'll be amazed at the speed and Frank's 
skill and dedication to perfection. 

 
5-16-04 Quickie Mike 

Over the years I've had a hangar full of planes, some of 
which have paid the ultimate price of me flying them. Currently 
I'm flying a Hangar 9 Cessna, Sukhoi, Andrews Aeromaster and a 
30 sized Concept heli. 

The changes from 1971 to the present are too numerous to 
mention. For me, my first radio was a Micro Avionics. That 
transmitter weighed a ton with and an antenna that looked like a 
fishing pole. After a day at the airfield, my arms and hands would 
ache from holding that thing. 

 
MS Jr. Headmaster 

MEMBER PROFILE… CONTINUED… 
Currently I'm retiring my Futaba radios and have begun the 
conversion to a Specktrum DX7 2.4 gig system. I've been flying 
the DX7 in my Cessna. 

Now that I'm retired, I get to fly at several locations 
including the marina where our boat is berthed.  

My advice to newcomers would be to take advantage of the 
great simulators that are on the market, visit our airfield on a 
Saturday and talk to any of us and ask for flight assistance. 
Keeping in mind that we may not reach a goal as fast as we'd like 
but stay focused on the goal. 

Best of all, I enjoy my 
time at our airfield and the 
camaraderie that has 
always been a strong point 
at First State R/C 
 
 
 
 
Here is a photo taken in the 
summer of 1971… it’s me, 
flying the Headmaster at 
Bellanca Airfield. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
See ya at the field, 
Mike Sobieski 
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March 2nd  Thomas McNulty 
March 10th Jack Springer 
March 10th Carl Witt, Jr. 

 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

�����������	
�	 �
We were going to start the process for a 
Club fuel order at March’s Club 
meeting…  If you are interested, please 
let you intentions known to a Club 
Officer, or better yet, attend the 
meeting... 
 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
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The events listed, as well as others, can be found at your AMA's 
Contest Calendar Site on the WWW: go to URL: 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/calendar.aspx or the IMAA 
site at  http://www.fly-imaa.org/imaa/events/index.html 
 Others listed are from club newsletters or flyers 
 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
30th Annual Radio Control Flea Market 
3/13/10 - Lebanon, PA (E) 30th Annual Radio Control Flea 
Market. Site: Lebanon Fairgrounds Expo Site. For Info: 
Frank Titus PH:717-412-8579. Time7am setup, 9am public, 
admission $7 children under 12 free, aisle spaces $11 wall 
spaces $17 both are 5 ft long. 
Sponsor: CENTRAL PENN AEROMODELERS ASSOC 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
Tri County Wingsnappers Swap Meet 
3/27/10 - Hamburg, PA (E) Tri County Wingsnappers Swap 
Meet. Site: Hamburg Field House. For Info: Michael Renzi 
PH:610-779-5818.Visit www.tcws.org. Vendor setup 7am, 
doors open to public 8am, admission $5, table rentals 
wall$12, aisle $7, food available.  
Sponsor: TRI-COUNTY WING SNAPPERS 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
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The FanWing experimental aircraft opens up a new area of 
aerodynamics: Designs to establish a means of integral lift and 
thrust using a horizontal-axis wing rotor are recorded back as far 
as the late 19th century. Some of the experiments started to take 
off but did not sustain flight. The FanWing blown-wing solution 
offers both basic proof of concept and a steady trajectory of 
improved and controlled flight performance. 
The idea: The aircraft has a cross-flow fan along the span of each 
wing. The fan pulls the air in at the front and then expels  it over 
the wing's trailing edge. In transferring the work of the engine to 
the rotor, which spans the whole wing, the FanWing accelerates a 
large volume of air and achieves unusually high lift-efficiency. 
Proof of concept: The FanWing showed proof of concept in the 
form of actual flights before theoretical validation, academic 
research or explanation. The FanWing is an invention by trial and 
error and though certainly employing a methodology with good 
precedent in the history of innovation it is in no way within the 
normal paradigm of academic and conventional aircraft 
development. There is nevertheless a steady accumulation of tests 
and supporting documentation.
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Wind tunnel tests: First wind-tunnel tests were conducted in 
1998 by Pat Peebles at the University of Rome. Several 
universities in various countries have carried out experiments 
since then independently and sometimes with input from Pat 
Peebles, notably two wind-tunnel projects for student dissertations 
requested and supervised by Professor JMR Graham at  Imperial 
College, London, using prototype wings loaned by the FanWing 
Company.  Limited wind-tunnel tests were also completed in the 
company workshop.  

In 2002 a UK Government SMART Award and private 
investment in the FanWing Company funded a series of wind-
tunnel tests, providing a basis for construction of a new prototype. 
The company series of tests was completed at  Imperial College 
with Klaus Kogler assisting FanWing inventor Pat Peebles and 
with data consultation by Professor J M R Graham.  
Efficiency: Documented efficiencies for the first prototypes were 
found to be in the order of 20 grams of lift per Watt of shaft 
power, indicating an initial lift of 1 –1 ½ tons of weight in the air 
with 100 hp.  Initially, wind-tunnel optimization at Imperial 
College (in the company's 2002 series of tests) indicated 29 g/W.  
Most recent modifications in wing geometry now indicate in 
limited linear flight tests (June 2009) an unexpected increase in 
efficiency up to 35 g/W translating to 26 kg/hp or 2.6 tons for 100 
hp. At this initial stage of development, results are based solely on 
onboard power measurement. 

Tests to date have been completed on small wings with low wing-
loading.  

Speed: Flight speeds have ranged from 3m/sec for the smallest 
model to 17 m/sec for the largest model. Eventual maximum 
speed remains open to speculation. The prognosis is good:  
present results are based on minimum experimental resources 
with  efficiencies and speeds nevertheless continually improving.
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The proposed CargoLift UAV design concept weighing 5,500 kg 
(12,000 lbs) will have an estimated flight speed of 36 m/sec (70 
kt) at sea level. At higher altitudes the speed will increase 
doubling at 5,500 m. while maintaining the same flight 
efficiency.   

The FanWing will not have the same altitude speed problems as a 
helicopter, which is limited in speed by both the advancing and 
the retreating blade. 

Ultralight Simulation Project : First manned FanWing Ultralight 
graphics  based on Pat Peebles' specifications  were 
commissioned  by FanWing in 2005 from Jon Linney, KMi, Open 
University UK and funded by private investment combined with 
a  UK Government Jumpstart Connect Award from the London 
Development Agency. The graphics triggered a new Imperial 
College Simulation project.  X-Plane software was used to 
establish  flight characteristics of the first manned FanWing 
Ultralight.. The simulation project based on Peebles' 
specifications and designs was completed by Oliver Ahad at 
Imperial College June 2006 and supervised by Professor J M R 
Graham with Pat Peebles as consultant.  (A new simulation video 
will be available either on YouTube or the dedicated Simulations 
page on this website.) 

A UK National Award, the John Barnes Award, offered by the 
Association of Aerospace Universities, was presented to Oliver 
Ahad for his FanWing Ultralight Simulation project.  The 
dissertation can be requested from Imperial College. See also: 
Flight simulation and testing of the FanWing experimental 
aircraft;   Authors: O.Ahad, J.M.R. Graham;  Journal: Aircraft 
Engineering and Aerospace Technology ISSN: 0002-2667 Year: 
2007 Volume: 79 Issue: 2 
Documentation: Originals of  the Imperial College FanWing 
project  dissertations are kept at  the College. These and further 
data from the SMART project can be accessed with formal non-
disclosure agreement by direct request to the FanWing Ltd 
Company. 

The simulator files can now be downloaded.  FanWing Ultralight 
Simulation 
Unmanned: STOL UAV: In 2007 flight tests the STOL UAV 
surveillance prototype showed unusually short take-off ability, 
leaving the ground after a 1 m roll (without payload) and 3m on 
lower power (see video on this website and Flight  online 
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archives).  It is estimated that at maximum weight (12 kg) the 
small surveillance aircraft could leave the ground in three lengths. 
The new prototype was developed as an urban surveillance UAV.  
The aircraft flies slowly and will be able to maneuver urban 
'canyons' with take-off independent of a catapult. The efficiency 
of the aircraft indicates that it will have an autonomy of close to 
80 minutes  with a 2 kg payload under electric power. The short-
take-off capabilities make the application useful for operations 
originating from a  rooftop or short section of road. The aircraft 
will be simple to dismantle and assemble for transport and 
deployment. 

Runway-Independent Aircraft: Development started in January 
2005.  First positive VTOL capability based on a  new design was 
confirmed November 2005 with workshop tests on an indoor 
tethered model.  A new patent application was deposited April 
2006 with PCT process registered March 2007. As of this year, 
2009, National Phasing for the VTOL FanWing has been 
confirmed in forty countries. 
Source: http://www.fanwing.com/index.htm 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Tips and Tricks 
 

Installing Triangle Stock 

For me, triangle reinforcements have 
always been difficult to handle due to their 
shape, especially if they're coated with epoxy. 

Try sticking your X-acto knife loosely into one end of the 
triangle. Then lay it on the bench so that the wide part of the 
triangle (the hypotenuse) is against the benchtop. Now apply the 
epoxy or other adhesive to the sides that will contact the airframe. 

Next, by using the knife handle, insert the triangle into 
position in the airframe. Press down with your finger onto the 
wide side that has no glue, and carefully slide the knife out of the 
piece. 

This way you can cleanly install triangle stock, and not get 
any glue on your fingers. 
Model doctor #117 

In our hobby we need lots of knickknacks with which to 
build our models, and some things are not often found in model 
shops. For example, do not throw away broken Tx aerials, or any 
other extendible antenna which comes with portable radios. This 
contraption offers an excellent variety of thin brass tubes which 
are very useful for bushes, small pushrods, tubing, guides, etc.

Some cool photos… 
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Until next month, 
      Tim Mihalski, Editor 

 
My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
             
 



 

FIRST STATE R/C CLUB 
2010 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
 

Monday 07:30 P.M. 01/18/10 Club Meeting @ Stahl Ame rican Legion Post  
01/31/10 Last Date for Club Membership Renewal  

 
02/01/10 Club Membership Late Fee Applies  

Monday 07:30 P.M. 02/15/10 Club Meeting @ Stahl Ame rican Legion Post  
 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 03/15/10 Club Meeting @ Stahl Ame rican Legion Post  
 
Saturday 09:00 A.M. 04/10/10 Club Spring Field Clea nup Day  
Saturday 09:00 A.M. 04/17/10 Club Spring Field Clea nup Day (Raindate)  
Monday 07:30 P.M. 04/19/10 Club Meeting @ Stahl Ame rican Legion Post  
 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 05/17/10 Club Meeting @ Stahl Ame rican Legion Post  
Saturday 10:00 A.M. 05/22/10 Fuel/Electric Fun Fly at Field. Contact Frank Donnelly 
Saturday 10:00 A.M. 05/29/10 Fuel/Electric Fun Fly at Field. (Raindate) Contact Frank Donnelly 
 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 06/21/10 Club Meeting @ Stahl Ame rican Legion Post  
 
No Club Meeting in July  
No Club Meeting in August  
 
Saturday 10:00 A.M. 09/18/10 Club Picnic Chair: Che t Thayer 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 09/20/10 Club Meeting @ Stahl Ame rican Legion Post  
Saturday 10:00 A.M. 09/25/10 Club Picnic (Raindate)  Chair: Chet Thayer 
 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 10/18/10 Club Meeting @ Stahl Ame rican Legion Post  
Nominations of 2011 Club Officers  
 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 11/15/10 Club Meeting @ Stahl Ame rican Legion Post  

Election of 2011 Club Officers  
11/30/10 Club 2011 Membership Dues Deadline  

 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 12/20/10 Club Meeting @ Stahl Ame rican Legion Post  

Induction of 2011 Club Officers  
 
Thursday 10:00 A.M. 01/01/11 Freeze Fly 2011  
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A mystery RC aircraft for you 
to ponder… you can read all 
about this mystery ship in 
April’s issue of Contact… 
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
MARCH CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:30 P.M.  03/15/10@Stahl American Legion Post 
APRIL EVENTS  
Saturday 09:00 A.M. 04/10/10 Club Spring Field Cleanup Day  
Saturday 09:00 A.M. 04/17/10 Club Spring Field Cleanup Day (Raindate) 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 04/19/10 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post  
MAY EVENTS  
Monday 07:30 P.M. 05/17/10 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post  
Saturday 10:00 A.M. 05/22/10 Fuel/Electric Fun Fly at Field. Contact Frank Donnelly 
Saturday 10:00 A.M. 05/29/10 Fuel/Electric Fun Fly at Field. (Raindate) Contact Frank Donnelly 
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