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UNOFFICIAL MARCH MEETING MINUTES  
Members In Attendance:  John Gardiner, Elliot Smith, Mike 
Hunter, Frank Donnelly, Charlie Hruska, Randy Weaver, Joe 
Berry, George Shertenlieb, Jerry Dolbow, Janice Dolbow, Ron 
Becker, Chet Thayer, Frank McFoy, Tim Mihalski, Bill Mull 
Minutes: 
Show & Tell: 

·  Chet Thayer brought in his completed Great Planes 
Super Sportster.  Chet showed us the un-covered 
plane at our November meeting.  At that time he was 
undecided on the color (white and orange or white 
and red).  He decided on white and red.  Chet has 
flown the Sportster and is still working out the 
controls.  He reported that the OS 55 two stroke 
engine provides unlimited vertical performance and 
that it is extremely fast. 

·  Bill Mull  brought in two hand carved ducks that were 
painted.  The carvings were detailed in all respects.  
They were not decoys but rather anatomical 
renditions of living birds.  The two samples that Bill 
brought in he carved and painted in 1997 – 1998.  
Bill created other carvings in 1999, 2000 and 2001 
but he sold them.   

Call to Order:  
·  President Ron Becker called the meeting to order at 

7:05 P.M.  
Reading of the Minutes: 

·  Mike Hunter summarized the minutes from the 
February meeting.   The minutes were accepted as 
summarized. 

COMMITTEE Reports: 
·  Treasury Report:  Elliot Smith 

reported that the Club currently has 
following membership: 

o 15 regular members 
o 12 senior members 
o 1 junior member 
o 2 lifetime members 

Elliot also reported on the budgets for 2008 and 2009.  In 
2008 we had a budget of $xxxx.  We actually spent $xxxx.  
Elliot reported that our budget for 2009 will be $xxxx, but that 
we will need to recruit 2 new regular and 2 new senior 
members during 2009 to support this budget.  The single 
biggest items in the budget are field maintenance ($xxx) and 
sanitation ($xxx).  If we do not monitor our 

MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
expenditures closely during the year we could end up with a 
shortfall.  If that occurs we may need to raise the dues for 
2010 or make a onetime assessment of members to cover the 
shortfall.   

We discussed the need to continue to participate in getting 
AMA Pilot training certifications.  They cost us $5.00 per 
pilot.  The club will continue to pay these fees.  Our current 
training pilots are Joe Berry, Ron Becker and Chet Thayer.  
The AMA Pilot training certificate provides additional 
insurance coverage to the training pilot and trainee in the 
event of an accident.  Please note that if we do not have 
training pilots people wanting to make a flight at our field we 
will not be properly insured unless the trainee has an AMA 
membership.    

·  Safety Report:  John Gardiner again emphasized that 
pilots should not taxi their planes from the pits but 
rather carry them on to the runway. 

·  Field Report:  There was no field report.   However, 
the 2009 field clean up will be April 11th and rain 
date April 18th.   Please bring gloves, rakes, shovels, 
axes, shears or any other garden tools that you think 
might be helpful.  We may have a generator so we 
might be able to use electric tools as well.   

OLD Business 
·  Fuel Order:   After some negotiations with G-Force 

Hobbies, Ron Becker was able to get 15% Nitro 18% 
lubricant (mix of natural and synthetic) at $16.00 a 
gallon.  This is 50 cents less than the price quoted by 
S&W.  Also, since G-Force is local the pickup hassle 
will be minimal.  At the meeting Ron routed a fuel 
order.  Other members should receive an e-mail from 
Tim Mihalski in the near future.  Please let Tim know 
if you want any fuel as soon as you can.  Ron plans to 
get delivery of the fuel prior to the April 11th field 
day.  Please be prepared to pay for and pick up your 
fuel then. 

·  Radio Pins:  Ron Becker reported that he saw a set 
of pin frequency number for $50.  If he can get them 
Frank Delcoglin agreed to put them on pins for our 
board. 

John Stare:  Frank Donnelly reported that Shelby Stare 
(John’s widow) has had second thoughts about a public 
memorial for John as reported in last 
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MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
month’s minutes.  The memorial will now be limited 
to relatives and close friends.   

NEW Business 
·  Donation:  Ron Becker recommended that the club 

make a $100 dollar donation to the Stahl Post VFW.  
Stahl post has been very gracious is allowing us to 
use their facilities for our monthly meetings.  

Thank Yous: 
·  Ron Becker wanted to extend a warm thank you to 

Kim Brown for repairing the picnic bench closest to 
the storage shed. 

·  Ron Becker also wanted to thank young Joe (Joseph) 
for spreading the ashes from our warming fires this 
year. 

Adjournment 
·  The meeting adjourned at 7:49 pm.  

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Hunter 
Secretary 
First State R/C Club 
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UP IN THE AIR  
a.k.a. Ron's Ramblings 

Tales of the Broken Prop 
It is a new a year and time for me to 

get started writing a newsletter item again. I 
have been remiss in not writing anything 
for the past few months or so.  No one 

complained about not reading my thought so I thought…… 
In case you haven’t been to the field in the last few 

months we have had a rebirth of the field!  The mounds are 
gone, the brush on the west side of the field is gone and we 
have sight lines are fantastic!!  I forgot how to land without 
the mounds being there – what do I use for a point of 
reference!  One other improvement is that the moonscape on 
the south west side of the field is being filled in.  It is still dirt 
but the amount of water has greatly decreased.  Now when 
you crash a plane there you can find the pieces. 

Right now we have a field that is pretty good for the 
planes that we fly.  We will be doing a little more work on the 
west side of the field to try to stem the growth of the brush so 
we can keep the field fairly wide open.  Be sure to come to the 
field day this year we will have enough work to keep everyone 
busy and happy. 

We are also discussing a fuel order.  The last time we 
ordered fuel we added some extra so people who did not order 
any could buy some.  This time we are going to order closer to 
the amount of fuel that people preorder.  If you think that you 
will want to buy some fuel this year, be sure to get your order 
in at the next meeting. 

I will keep this short.  Let’s hope that the weather starts 
to become warmer – I have planes that I want to crash!!! 

Ron 

���������	�
��	�������

  

 
Design and development 

The Kawasaki-built P-2J (originally P2V-Kai, where 
"Kai" means kaizen - "modification") was the last version of 
the Neptune to be produced. Work on the P-2J was begun in 
1961. The first P-2J, converted from a P2V-7 (P-2H) 
performed its initial flight on 21 July 1966, and the last of a 
further 82 production P-2Js was delivered in March 1979. 

The Wright radial engines of the Lockheed P-2s were 
replaced with Japanese-built copies of the GE T64-10 
turboprop engines of 2,125 kW (2,850 HP) each, and with 
three-bladed propellers instead of the four-bladed units of late-
model P-2s.[3] The booster turbojets J3-IHI-7C, designed in 
Japan by Ishikawajima-Harima, and designated produced 13.7 
kN (3,085 lbf) thrust. The new engines gave the P-2J a top 
speed of 650 km/h (403 mph). 

A Japanese P-2J (note the twin-wheel main gear) framed 
by cherry blossoms at the Naval Air Facility, Atsugi, Japan in 
1985The P-2J had accommodations for up to 12 crewmen.[3] 
The forward fuselage was extended 4 feet 3 inches (1.29 m), 
with the tail surfaces being enlarged and their shape modified. 
AN/APS-80 search radar was fitted in a smaller radome. 
Updated avionics systems were installed, and these systems 
were much more compact than those used in other versions of 
the Neptune. The lighter avionics load permitted greater fuel 
capacity. The P-2J's main gear was fitted with two wheels 
each, rather than the one large wheel of the earlier models. 

 
Operational history 

The P-2J was phased out in the 1980s in favor of the P-
3C Orion, which eventually replaced the Neptune in the 
ocean-patrol air fleets of the West. The last maritime 
reconnaissance squadron re-equipped with the Orion in 1993, 
but the P-2J remained in service for electronic reconnaissance 
and target support purposes. 
Variants 
P-2J   
Originally called the P2V-Kai T64 turboprop engines, IHI J3 
engine pods, improved ASW/ECM gear, APS-80 search radar 
standard, increased fuel capacity, various other improvements; 
1 converted from a P-2H, and 82 new-builds. 
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EP-2J   
P-2J converted for ELINT. Two converted.  
UP-2J   
P-2J converted for drone support, target towing and test 
purposes. Four converted. 

 
Operators 
Japan  
Japan Maritime Self Defense Force  
Specifications (P-2J) 
Data from Combat Aircraft since 1945[3] 
General characteristics 
Crew: 10-12  
Length: 29.23 m (95 ft 11 in)  
Wingspan: 30.87 m (101 ft 3.5 in)  
Height: 8.93 m (29 ft 3.5 in)  
Wing area: 92.9 m² (1,000 ft²)  
Empty weight: 19,278 kg (42,500 lb)  
Max takeoff weight: 34,020 kg (75,000 lb)  
Powerplant: 2× Ishikawajima-Harima J3-IHI-7C turbojet, 13.7 
kN (3,085 lbf) each  
2× IHI-built General Electric T64-10 turboprop, 2,125 kW 
(2,850 shp) each  
Propellers: 3 bladed propeller, 1 per engine  

Performance 
Maximum speed: 650 km/h (350 knots, 403 mph)  
Cruise speed: 402 km/h (217 knots, 250 mph) (max)  
Range: (max) 4,445 km (2,400 nm, 2,765 mi)  
Service ceiling: 9,150 m (30,000 ft) 
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Rate of climb: 548 m/min (1,800 ft/min)  
Armament 
3,629 kg (8,000 lb) including free-fall bombs, depth charges, 
and torpedoes; 16 x 5 in rockets under the wings 
Sources:  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kawasaki_P-2J 
http://www.aero-web.org/specs/lockheed/p2v-7.htm 
http://www.patricksaviation.com/photos/Patrick%20Perrier/19
27/ 
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But Honey, I already made the parachute, sign and everything! 
From the 1995 Warped Wings Calendar by Bill Zimmerman 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Flying Model Planes: The Good Old 
Days & Now  

In its early days, model airplane flight, as a phenomenon, 
was a fairly simple thing to study or talk about. It did not 
involve nearly so many people or types of flying, for one 
thing, as it does now. There weren't so many options to choose 
from, although experimentation and invention has always been 
the central core of model plane flight. 

This is not to imply that "in the good ol' days" of model 
airplane flight, the 
activity itself was 
all that simple.  

In those early 
decades, tinkering 
with model aircraft 
was anything but a 
simple activity. 
Especially in the 
very beginning. 
Requiring many 
hours (as in weeks 
or months) of 
preparation, design 
(and redesign), 
construction, trial 
and error, many 
would-be pilots did 
very little actual 
flying. The planes 
usually had to be 
built (often from one's own adaptations and designs) from the 
ground up. Most of the parts had to also be fashioned on the 

 

Actor Jimmy Stewart loved building and flying 
model planes in the early days. 
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Flying Model Planes: continued… 
 fly at home, as they were not available in hobby stores or 
mail-order houses. 

Every plane was truly unique. Even many of the engines, 
when used, were unique — perhaps even built by the flyer 
himself or by someone he knew. Props were often crafted and 
refined by hand: shaped, tested, adjusted, tested and modified 
again — until they either broke in a crash or did their job. 

This does not mean that the hobby of building and flying 
was reserved for engineers and mechanics. People from every 
walk of life fell under the spell of model airplane flight, 
including famous personalities like Henry Fonda and Jimmy 
Stewart, who even in the early years of their Hollywood 
careers, enjoyed going out to the desert to fly their planes. 

In time, of course, things changed, as they always do.  
More and more of the successful planes were reproduced 

as plans, and kits. Common building materials and even parts 
also became more readily available. Control linkage, engines, 
wheels, props, all sorts of necessary parts began to find their 
way into the marketplace, and their greater availability helped 
to expand the market. As the exciting challenge of building 
and flying a model airplane became easier, more people were 
drawn to the hobby. 

Radio-controlled flight struggled at first, since the 
required onboard equipment was anything but light. The old 
radios with vacuum tubes were heavy, and then there were the 
batteries. Batteries back then were not the lightweight 
Lithiums or even NiCad-type batteries. Everything was heavy, 
so RC planes were built larger to carry the load. Even so, the 
hobby was exciting and often rewarding. That is, when the 
plane didn't end up in a pile or in flames.  

Today, the entire experience of RC flight is very, very 
different.  

Today electric-powered planes, gas-powered planes, 
glow-powered planes, and countless ready-built and ready-to-
fly RC planes are available just about everywhere. Department 
stores, huge discount stores, most toy stores, many electronic 
stores, and even local supermarkets have joined hobby stores 
in carrying radio-controlled aircraft.  

This is not to say or imply that the quality of r/c planes 
offered in most stores is where it needs to be for serious r/c 
fun. The vast majority of RC products offered in today's 
market leave a lot to be desired. But the products are out there. 

Even a casual glance at the world wide web shows that 
the same kind of "global" availability exists here on the 
Internet. Type "RC plane" in a search box and over 8 million 
sites show up on Google alone. Granted, not all the results 
shown are merchant sites. But many are. 

It might seem like almost everyone is selling some kind 
of radio-controlled airplane or flying machine. Again, the 
quality is lacking in many of these products. But anyone can 
see that RC flying has definitely entered the mainstream of 
recreational activity. More people are flying radio-controlled 
aircraft today that at any other time in history. (Even the 
government is successfully and consistently using more RC 
aircraft today than ever before.) 

But in some ways the serious hobby of radio-controlled 
flight may be faltering.  

The majority of RC flying enthusiasts of today are not 
builders, at least not by choice. (The reconstruction of crashed 
aircraft is another matter.) Fewer and fewer know the first 

Flying Model Planes: continued… 
 thing about aerodynamics, about what makes a plane fly and 
what can be done to improve its ability to fly. Not that the 
knowledge is hidden away somewhere. The Internet makes 
such knowledge easier than ever to find. But many simply buy 
a box off a shelf and head for the beach or park. 

As already mentioned, in the early days there tended to 
be more builders of radio-controlled aircraft than successful 
flyers. Some builders simply had a difficult time getting their 
planes in the air and keeping them there. In fact, getting a 
plane to fly was often something of a group effort, as fellow 
RC pilots would help new guys locate the problems. That fact 
has not changed so much, among those who build their own 
planes. Then as now, people were willing to help each other 
out, so that everyone could enjoy the thrill of successful RC 
flight. 

Most RC planes today are sold as RTF (ready-to-fly) 
planes. Yet a good number are still sold as ARF (almost-
ready-to-fly) or ARC (almost-ready-to-cover) kits. And then 
there are the more basic kits and, of course, plans. This is not 
to say that many RC pilots are not building their own planes. 
Some are even designing their own planes. But the ratio has 
greatly shifted, as to the RC flyers who never build and the RC 
pilots who construct their own airplanes. 

Perhaps the best part of this story is that there are still 
excellent manufacturers and suppliers making plans, kits, parts 
and accessories available to those who want to build or modify 
their own plane. Lots of good products are still made in 
America, in England, France, Japan, Australia, and other parts 
of the free world. China has also become a serious supplier of 
model airplanes, parts, and accessories. 

You can still design and construct your own plane from 
scratch, or build from a tested and proven plan, shape your 
own parts from balsa, ply, aluminum, or any of several 
composite materials. You can build your own engine, if you 
choose to, carve your own prop, and do just about everything 
yourself. The knowledge, tools, and special equipment are all 
out there. Or you can buy a good kit, find a good pre-built 
engine or electric motor, buy the perfect prop for your 
application, and assemble your own plane that way. 

In today's world of RC flight, you can be just as involved 
in the design and construction of your radio-controlled model 
plane as you want to be. You can save money or save time — 
or maybe even save both. If all you want to do is fly, you can 
do that, too. Although you will more than likely still need to 
do some reconstructive work, from time to time. Crashes will 
happen. And you will always benefit from learning as much as 
you can about what makes flying possible, and how you can 
improve your techniques (and your plane) to increase flight 
time and reduce down time.  

And with all the RC flight help and discussion groups 
available out there, all the "how-to" and otherwise informative 
magazine articles, manufacturer's instruction and tip sheets, 
and the relatively low cost of available and proven materials, 
you can just about be assured of flying success, even if RC 
building and/or flying doesn't come naturally to you. 

For many r/c flyers, these are the very best of the "good 
ol' days" that they'll be talking about for generations to 
some.©2006 Jim Sutton Courtesy of The Official Publication 
of the Cloud Kings R/C Club, Cecil Miller, Editor 
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The events listed, as well as others, can be found at your 
AMA's Contest Calendar Site on the WWW: go to URL: 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/calendar.aspx or the 
IMAA site at  http://www.fly-imaa.org/imaa/events/index.html 
 Others listed are from club newsletters or flyers 
 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
14th Annual Flea Market and Open House 
4/17/09 - Doylestown, PA (E) 14th Annual Flea Market 
and Open House. Site: Central Bucks West High School 
Cafeteria. For Info: Michael DeCorrevont PH: 215-651-
6704 . Visit www.buckscountyrc.org. Set up begins at 
6pm, doors open for sales 6:30pm, free admission, table 
rental $10 per table, Indoor demo area will be available, 
Bring your friends and family, light refreshments 
available. 
Sponsor: BUCKS COUNTY RADIO CONTROL 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
Mount Joy (in Lancaster County) R/C Club Glider 
Fun Fly 
Date: Saturday, 4/25/09 ; pilot’s meeting at 11:30am, 
flying from 12pm till 8pm 
Rain date: Sunday, 4/26/09 
Landing fee is $10 for pilots (AMA required) and will 
include one free meal with a drink. 
These guys do aero-towing and also can piggyback 
gliders up on a Telemaster. Electric gliders are welcome 
too. 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
World War II Weekend 

Reading Regional Airport, Reading, PA 
June 5-7, 2009 

http://www.maam.org/maamwwii.html 
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Colonial Flying Corps Museum's 38th Annual Benefit 
Air Show - June 15, 2009 
New Garden Airport, Toughkenamon, PA 
http://www.n57.com/airshow.htm 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
 
 
Dover AFB 2009 Open House 
June 20-21, 2009 
Scheduled to appear: 
U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds 

http://www.dover.af.mil/library/openhouse.asp 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
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Free State Aeromodelers Presents... 
Airplanes of the World V 
Saturday, June 29, 2009 
http://web.me.com/rotorheadbob/AOWiWeb/Main.html 
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Fiberglass Hint 
How do you get the 
creases or lumps out of 
the fiberglass cloth we 
use to reinforce the 
center section of the 

wing? This method will probably eliminate them. Prior to 
applying the fiberglass cloth to the center section of the wing, 
take the time to iron it flat with your clothes iron. This will 
make it soooooo much easier to achieve a FLAT surface. 
Next, place the glass cloth on the center of the wing and tack it 
down to the surface with one drop of CyA (each corner, top 
and bottom).  
This may require that you have to pull the cloth taught, but 
don't overdo it! Now you should have the cloth resting 
smoothly on the top of the wing. Now apply the resins (or 
CyA) over the cloth. You may find that after 3/4 of the cloth is 
attached that you now have puckers along one edge or the 
other, but this is easy to fix. Lift the material where you tacked 
it to the wing (remember I said to tack it down, not 
permanently attach it), pull taught, and tack it down again. 
there you have it! 
http://www.geistware.com/rcmodeling/construction_tips.htm 
 
            

Until next month, 
      Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 

My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder… you can 
read all about this mystery ship in the May issue of 
Contact… 
 
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
 

CLUB FIELD CLEANUP DAY  
Saturday  9:00 A.M.  04/11/09@ the Field – Rained Out 
Saturday  9:00 A.M.  04/18/09@ the Field – RAINDATE  

APRIL CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  04/20/09@ Stahl American Legion Post 

MAY CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  05/18/09@ Stahl American Legion Post 
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