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UNOFFICIAL APRIL MEETING MINUTES  
Members In Attendance:  Joe Berry, John Gardiner, Frank 
McFoy, Elliot Smith,   Charlie Hruska, Mike Hunter, Frank 
Donnelly, Ron Becker, Tim Mihalski, Chet Thayer 
Minutes: 
Show & Tell: 
·  Joe Berry brought in his ¼ scale Aeronca.  The plane 

was beautifully covered with yellow ultracote and 
decaled with USAF markings.  Joe also built a handle 
into the center wing compartment that made the plane 
very easy to handle.  Frank Donnelly estimated the 
plane weighed about 15 lbs.  No exact date was set for 
the maiden flight, but this is one you don’t want to miss.  
Joe also wanted to thank John Batulis and Frank 
Decoglin on the help they gave him with the 
construction.     

·  Tim Mihalski showed us his newly constructed airplane 
stand that he built from plans from the AMA.  The stand 
was rugged, simple and Tim reported the materials cost 
about eight dollars. 

Call to Order:  
·  President Ron Becker called the meeting to order at 

7:15 P.M.   
Reading of the Minutes: 
·  Mike Hunter summarized the minutes from the March 

meeting.  The minutes were accepted as read. 
COMMITTEE Reports: 

·  Treasury Report:  Elliot Smith reported 
that the Club currently has $XX in our 
accounts.  Elliot reported that the port-a-
john is to be placed at the site sometime 
this week.   

·  Special Accountant’s Report:  John Gardiner gave an 
overview of his review of our books.  All aspects of the 
treasury activity of the club could be reconciled and 
tracked.  There was one issue with last year’s fuel 
purchase.  It appears that we are short 10 gallons of fuel 
or we did not receive payment for them.  This will 
require better controls if we do another club fuel order 
again.  

Safety Report:  John Gardiner reported that the first of a 
series of three articles appeared in the most recent club 
newsletter.  Two more will be forthcoming in upcoming 
newsletters.

MINUTES  continued... 
·  Field Report:  Ron Becker reported a successful Clean-

up Day.  The lawnmowers were readied for operation, 
the field cut, some trees pruned, and we reclaimed some 
parking space by cutting back the thickets.  Thanks to 
everyone that participated.  Job Well Done!!!! 

·  Fun Fly:  Frank Donnelly recapped the fun fly events.  
He has purchased some paint to make the concentric 
circles for the spot landing contest and a square for the 
Obstacle Course Start-end locations.  The other two 
events will be the Delta-D and a Timed Event.  Ron will 
approach G-force to see if we can get some gift 
certificates for the event winners.  

OLD Business 
·  Park Flyer Program:  We had only a brief discussion on 

this topic.  For now the club will not recognize a Park 
Flyer Program Card as being sufficient to fly at our site.  
We still will require a full AMA membership card to 
fly.   

·  Ron Becker reports that G-Force and Ferraro are still no 
closer to resolving anything regarding the field 
situation.  However, John Kirchstein relayed to Ron that 
he is working on having the hills moved. 

·  New Field:  Mike Sobieski, Frank Donnelly and Mike 
Hunter visited some county land in New Castle County 
that might be suitable for a flying field.  All sites had 
some potential but none were perfect.  The sites in the 
Rt. 72 area are too close to Silent Knights.  They would 
require us all to go to the spectrum radio equipment.  
Additionally, these sites were probably too close to 
houses.  The site in the southern part of the county was 
probably the most promising, but the drive distance 
would most likely not be receptive to our membership.  
Many of our members would most likely fly at Lum’s 
Pond or in PA if we adopted a site that far south. 
 We decided to table this issue for now. Mike Sobieski 
did call into the meeting to report that the southern site 
is currently under lease until January 2009.  So if we 
were to pursue this location as a site we should contact 
that lease holder (presumably a farmer) and begin 
working out a deal for five acres. 

For the time being there will be no new activity on county 
sites.  However, members should continue to be alert for 
potential opportunities.  
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MINUTES  continued.. 
·  Web Site:  Tim Mihalski will be working with Brian to 

move our web site to Go Daddy.  We did have another 
option presented to us by a start up venture, but that 
seemed too risky at this point.  Brian has had good 
experience with Go Daddy and their rates are 
reasonable.  ($4+ a month) 

·  Thank You:  A big THANK YOU goes out to Craig 
Reynolds for donating his trainer aircraft along with two 
radios and buddy box cords to the club.  Also, thanks 
should go to Joe Berry for upgrading the plane (Flultz 
nose gear and other items) and trimming the radio and 
buddy box.  This past Saturday Mike Hunter and Frank 
McFoy flew on the buddy box with Joe Berry and Chet 
Thayer.  The plane flew extremely well and it will serve 
us well as way to introduce new people to our hobby.   

NEW Business 
·  Ron proposed that we have our May meeting at his 

house out on the deck.  Ron will give us more 
information once he runs this by his Boss. 

Adjournment 
·  The meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.  

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Hunter,  
Secretary 
First State R/C Club 
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Beriev Be-103  
Design and development 

The Be-103 is a low wing monoplane, making use of 
the modified wing roots as water-displacing sponsons. It 
features an all-moving slab tail and retractable tricycle 
landing gear for land operations. Its hallmark and most 
distinquishing design feature is the water-displacing wing, 
an unusual feature for a seaplane, with three aquapaning 
implements (planing step, port and starboard wing trailing 
edges) which substantially enhance the aircraft's on-the-
water stability and seaworthiness. 
The Be-103 features include an advanced, blended wing, 
swept at 22°, with 11-foot-long fixed leading edge slats, 
trailing-link main landing gear, and three-bladed MT-12 
reverse pitch propellers. Fuel is stored in the wet wings. The 
aircraft is built from aluminum-lithium alloy with titanium 
used in high-stress areas. A 30-paramater, five-hour 
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flight data recorder, engine fire-detection systems and an ice 
detector are also standard. 
When flying solo, ballast must be placed near the right front 
seat due to center of gravity issues.[1] 
Certification 
The Be-103 received its Federal Aviation Administration 
type certification on 21 July 2003 at the EAA AirVenture 
airshow in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, where the aircraft had 
arrived via An-124 airlift [1]. The type certificate was handed 
over by the FAA's co-chairman of regulations and 
certification, Nicholas Sabatini. The aircraft is also certified 
in Brazil, the People's Republic of China and Russia. 
 On 1 August 2003, FAA Director Marion Blakey visited the 
Be-103's display area at the exhibition in order to familiarize 
herself personally with the aircraft and to meet 
representatives of the developer, manufacturer and Air 
Register. 
The obtaining of FAA certification allows official sales of 
the Be-103 to begin in the USA and Canada. After the 
exhibition, the first production Be-103 aircraft were 
officially handed over to its American dealer, Kent Linn of 
Sky Manor Airport in Pittstown, New Jersey. To date, three 
aircraft are registered in the USA and situated at the 
customer's base in New Jersey awaiting resale. Domestic and 
international market demands (until 2015) are estimated at 
520 and 250-330 units, respectively.The Be-103 "Snipe" 
amphibious aircraft is the first Russian certified in the 
"Normal category USA"[1] and remains the only new twin-
engine amphibian available for purchase today. 
Chinese order 
In 2004, China signed a US$20mil contract with KnAAPO 
for the delivery of 20 Be-103 aircraft. [2] 

Variants 
Be-103 : Twin-engine light utility amphibian aircraft, 
seating one pilot and five passengers.  
SA-20P : Eight-seat single-engined version for the Russian 
market.  
Specifications 
Data from AOPA Pilot article (PDF file) 
 General characteristics 
Crew: two  
Capacity: 5 passengers  
Length: 34 ft 11 in (10.7 m)  
Wingspan: 41 ft 9 in (12.5 m)  
Height: 12 ft 4 in (3.7 m)  
Wing area: 270.2 ft² (25.1 m²)  
Empty weight: 3,810 lb (1,730 kg)
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Useful load: 1,201 lb (545 kg)  
Max takeoff weight: 5,011 lb (2,270 kg)  
Powerplant: 2× Teledyne Continental IO-360ES4 fuel-
injected opposed piston engines, 210 hp (157 kW) each  
Max zero-fuel weight: 4,888 lb (2,217 kg)  
Performance 
Never exceed speed: 130 knots (150 mph, 235 km/h)  
Maximum speed: 130 knots (150 mph, 240 km/h)  
Cruise speed: 127 knots (145 mph, 245 km/h)  
Stall speed: 60 knots (70 mph, 110 km/h)  
Range: 460 nm (525 mi, 845 km)  
Service ceiling 16,400 ft (5,000 m)  
Rate of climb: 984 fpm () 
Wing loading: 18.5 lb/ft² (90.3 kg/m²)  
Power/mass: 11.9 lb/hp (7.2 kg/kW) 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beriev_Be-103 
Other sources: 
http://www.sukhoi.org/eng/planes/civil/be-103/ 
http://www.beriev.com/eng/Be-103_e/Be-103_e.html 

Welcome to the BERIEV Aircraft Company's web site! 
http://www.beriev.com/eng/core_e.html 
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Club Fuel… 
The Club purchased 100 gallons of fuel and our records 
show the following members bought and paid for their fuel.. 

We have 15 gallons left and can't account 
for 10 gallons… If anyone has bought and 
paid for fuel and is not listed or has not yet 
paid for their fuel, contact our Treasurer, 
Elliott Smith (epsmith@comcast.net). 
Thanks. 

FUEL SALES 
June 4, 2007 Purchased 100 gals fuel, cost 1250.00 
DATE  MEMBER GALLONS PAID 
May 26,2007 Shertenlieb 4 50 
 Hunter 4 50 
 Thayer 16 200 
 Brown 8 100 
 Donnelly 4 50 
 Carasino 4 50 
 Becker 12 150 
June 12, 2007 Gardiner 8 100 
July 5, 2007 Berry 4 50 
 Delcoglin 4 50 
Oct 16, 2007 Batulis 4 52 
 Becker 2 30 
Feb 3, 2008 Reynolds 1 15 
    
 TOTAL 75 947 
    
  BTW, we still have 15 gallons of 15% to sell at 
$15.00 per gallon, so speak up if you need fuel…. 
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Hard to believe, but no Birthdays to celebrate this month!! 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

Nothing to do with RC aircraft, but…  
Drugs and your pocketbook…  
This was sent to me… might want to check it out… the site 
has a complete list of drugs they offer… 
Walmart.com: Pharmacy: $4 Prescriptions 
http://www.walmart.com/catalog/catalog.gsp?cat=546834 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
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Caption: 300 people are about to speed dial their automobile 
insurance agents… 
Source: 
http://www.popular-pics.com/pictures.aspx?photoid=381 
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TIPS FOR RCers… 
Cheaper Small parts storage 
Here is a suggestion for easy storage for small screws and 
bits. All you need is a ice cube tray. The advantage to this 
idea, is that Ice cube trays can be bought at low prices unlike 
professional parts organizers. 
Removing covering from balsa sheeting 
Removing covering over balsa sheeting can be tricky. If you 
cut too deeply, you can compromise the wood's integrity. By 
placing the blade in the knife handle as shown in the photo, 
you can easily adjust and control the depth of the cut. To set 
the blade's depth, use it on a scrap piece of sheeting and 
make test cuts before you make the actual cuts on the model. 
Protect your antenna 
My friend Jason showed me this trick. If you have a high 
wing trainer, run your antenna thru a small hole aft (behind) 
the wing. Take a small screw and carefully screw it into the 
top of the vertical stab. Next take an old servo arm and cut it 
like three holes from the edge and weave your antenna thru 
two holes and adjust it up to the little hole behind your wing. 
Then get a small rubber band and a small piece of fuel 
tubing and take the rubber band and run it thru the fuel 
tubing. The end of the rubber band that is thru the tubing 
take the end of your antenna and put it thru the loop of the 
rubber band only once then slide your tubing up the rubber 
band till the loop holding your antenna is in the middle of 
the tubing also hook the other end to the screw on the 
vertical stab. Now you got an awesome holder and if your 
plane goes in the rubber band will pop off the screw and 
your antenna will be fine! 
Source: http://jimsrc.com/tips.html 
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Safety Report 
 by John O. Gardiner, Jr., Safety Officer 
 
     
   The April issue of “Contact” contained 
the first part of a three part series on 

“Checklist”. 
Field Checklist 

1. Take your radio out, make sure it is off. 
2. Unpack your plane and the rest of your gear. 
3. Check the battery in the plane with your voltmeter.  If 

it’s not in the “green”, then you can’t fly.  Don’t risk it. 
4. Set up (assemble) your plane and your equipment 

a. Check the radio connectors, the flight control 
connectors, the wheel collars. 
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Safety Report continued… 
b. Check your wing for squareness to the fuselage.  Check 

for warps that can occur from the heat in your car. 
c. Fill your fuel tank.  After fueling, put up finger on the 

carburetor opening and flip the prop several times. 
5. Test your radio reception – this is called a range check. 

a. Obtain a frequency with you pin. 
b. Turn on your transmitter, then the plane’s radio.  Leave 

the antenna all the way down. 
c. Walk away from the plane while operating your 

controls.  Go at least 50 feet and check for proper 
operation.  There should be no “fluttering”.  Walk 
further still. A properly operating system should give 
you at least 100 feet with only a little fluttering.  If 
you get fluttering at 100 feet, it should stop when you 
extend the antenna.   

6. Test your controls – this is called “pre-flight”. 
a. Start your engine (make sure someone is holding the 

plane for you). 
b. Test the controls for proper operation.  Check that 

“left” is really left.  Check that “up” is really up. 
c. Do the range check again with the engine running.  

Less range can be normal but you still need 50 feet 
with no fluttering. 

7. Test your engine. 
a. Adjust to make sure the engine idles reliably at low 

speed. 
b. Adjust to make sure it runs at full poser reliably. 
c. It should go from idle to full power without coughing 

or stalling. 
d. It should run at full power without overheating (leaning 

out).  Check by pointing plane vertical.  Engine will 
slow and stall if it’s too lean. 

e. Check to see that the engine shuts off when you use the 
throttle trim control. 

8.  Turn the transmitter off, turn the radio off.  You’re 
ready to go. 

    Again, the question. have you or do you know a fellow 
flying who has experienced flying problems as a result of 
failure of any of the above items? 
    Stay tune for part the final part next month’s edition of 
“Contact”. This will be shorter and you final checklist prior 
to takeoff. 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
UP IN THE AIR  
a.k.a. Ron's Ramblings 
The weather has been pretty nice lately, 
that must mean that flying season is upon 
us.  Hopefully you have read John 
Gardiner’s safety article about prepping 
your airplane for flying season.  I did, but 

I guess that I didn’t read it that closely.  If you at the field a 
couple of weeks ago you had a chance to see firsthand my 
new way of cleaning my Ultrasport 40.  I decided to give it a 

UP IN THE AIR continued… 
bath in the pond!!  The plane was floating beautifully with 
the fuselage and wing separated by the impact in the water.  
The tail was pointed straight up – I thought that the plane 
was stuck in the mud – but it wasn’t, it was just floating tail 
up.  The wind eventually blew everything to shore so I was 
able to collect all the parts.  What caused the crash – my 
stupidity!  I had charged the plane that morning with my 
quick charger.  When I went to check the charge status, the 
charger indicated that it was complete.  At the time I thought 
that was really fast, I should check the voltage- but I didn’t.  
When I got everything home I check the voltage on the 
battery and it was really low.  I charged it up with my 
charger and then discharged it.  The discharger indicated that 
it held just about 600 mah.  The battery was good but the 
initial charge must have been lacking.  The plane is 
unfixable, the engine is OK but I think I will get rid of the 
receiver and double check the servos. The moral of this story 
is if something doesn’t seem right it probably isn’t.  Check it 
and then check it again.  If I had plugged in my voltmeter I 
would probably still be flying the Ultra Sport. 

In a couple of weeks we will be having our first Fun 
Fly.  Frank Donnelly is organizing it and I think that it will 
be fun.  G Force Hobbies has donated two gift certificates, 
and T-Shirts as prizes.  If you go to G Force make sure that 
you thank them for their support.  As far as the Fun Fly goes 
everyone, regardless of skill level or type of plane can 
participate in all of the events.  It should be a blast!! Make 
sure you attend this event. 
 
Until next time, 
Ron 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

RC Pictures from the past… 

 
Larry Nowland doing Show and Tell in January 2004 
 
            

Until next month, 
   Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 

My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET  
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version 1

Crew # Members
1 Craig R Ron B Relief cutters
2 Charlie H. Frank Delcoglin
3 Chet T John G
4 Kim B Frank Donnely 798-2099
5 Ron B Tim M
6 Mike H

Cutting assignments
Month Week starting Crew Number Phone numbers

APRIL 13 1 Charlie Hruska 798-7753
20 2 Frank Delcoglin 656-0645
27 3 Chet Thayer 478-3203

May 4 4 Ron Becker 454-1641
11 5 Kim Browne 610-444-9760
18 6 John Gardiner 762-4538
25 1 John Batulis 376-1187

June 1 2 Mike Hunter 994-7754
8 3 Tim Mihalski 239-7330
15 4
22 5
29 6

July 6 1
13 2
20 3
27 4

August 3 5
10 6
17 1
24 2
31 3

September 7 4
14 5
21 6
28 1

The weeks start on the date(Sunday) listed on the s chedule.
Try to cut the grass on Thursday/Friday of the week  scheduled.
If there are any questions please contact Ron Becker .
If you need to change your scheduled week please ar range
to make the switch with another team.

First State R/C 
2008 Grass Cutting Schedule
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder… you can read 
all about this mystery ship in June’s issue of 
Contact…  
 
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
MAY CLUB MEETING  

Monday  7:00 P.M.  05/19/08@ President Becker’s Home 
 

FUN FLY  
Saturday, 10:00 A.M.  05/24/08 at the Flying Field 
(Raindate) Saturday, 10:00 A.M.  05/31/08 at the Flying Field 
 

JULY/AUGUST CLUB MEETINGS  
There are no Club meetings held in these months… 


