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UNOFFICIAL APRIL MEETING MINUTES  
Members In Attendance:  Elliot Smith, Mike Hunter, Frank 
Donnelly, Joe Berry, George Shertenlieb, Jerry Dolbow, 
Janice Dolbow, Ron Becker, Frank McFoy, Tim Mihalski, Bill 
Mull 
Minutes: 
Show & Tell: 
·  Jerry  Dolbow brought in wing from a hangar nine kit.  

Someone at the Salem RC Club expressed to him his 
opinion that the right aileron had too much flutter.  
When some of the First Start RC Club members looked 
at the construction there did not appear to be enough 
flutter to present us any concerns. 

·  Jerry Dolbow also told us about the trip that he and 
Janice made to the Toledo Model show earlier in the 
month.  Jerry said that the flea market and exhibits were 
fantastic.  Jerry and Janice also traveled to Muncie, 
Indiana to visit the site of the AMA headquarters.  They 
received a nice tour of the museum there and the 
facilities.  Finally, Jerry and Janice stopped off at the Air 
Force Museum at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base just 
outside Dayton, Oh.   

Call to Order:  
·  President Ron Becker called the meeting to order at 7:08 

P.M.  
Reading of the Minutes: 
·  We waived reading of the minutes and accepted by vote 

what was published in the most recent news letter. 
Thank Yous: 
·  Ron Becker wanted to extend a thank you to George 

Shertenlieb for building a new Flight Pattern Arrow.  
The new arrow is on the field now and is made of 
aluminum and painted in bright colors.   

COMMITTEE Reports: 
·  Treasury Report:  Elliot Smith 

reported that the Club currently has 
$xx.xx. 

·  Safety Report:  There was not 
safety report. 

·  Field Report:  There was no field 
report.   However, Ron Becker did 

want to thank everyone that participated in the Field 
Clean-up this past weekend.  We had as many as 
eighteen people show up and pitch in.  We prepared the

MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
mowers for the cutting season, cleaned up brush around 
the field, removed roots from west side of the field so 
that we can run mowers there during the year and cut the 
grass field.     

OLD Business 
·  Fuel Order:   Ron did not get around to making the fuel 

order.  He is hoping to get it filled sometime within the 
next two weeks.  Look for an e-mail letting you know 
when to pick up your order and to pay for it. 

·  Radio Pins:  We are still looking for replacement radio 
pins.  Jerry Dolbow reported that the AMA has a set for 
$150, but that seemed pricy. 

·  Fun Fly:  Frank Donnelly reported that he has decided on 
four events for the May Fun Fly.  They will be: 

�  Spot Landing:   
�  Delta D 
�  Bomb Drop 
�  Two hole golf  (two bomb drops, then golf from 

that bomb landing points)      
NEW Business 
·  Greggo and Farraro Field Use Charges:  Ron Becker 

reported that he was approached by Nick Ferraro 
requesting that members of the RC Club pay a fee for 
using our field.  Nick reported that this request in no way 
reflected upon anything that we had done.  In fact Nick 
went out of his way to express gratitude for how trouble 
free we have operated over the twenty years we have 
been on this site. 

The request comes more as general business request 
in that all other users of the land (Moto-Cross, RC Cars 
and Football) are paying something for using the 
facilities.  Nick suggested a $50 charge for each member 
of the club and requested that each member get a photo 
ID issued by them and have it with them when they fly. 

We did have significant discussion about this request.  
Generally it was agreed that there was nothing sinister 
about this request and that we have had a very nice 
relationship with Greggo and Ferraro in using the site.  
There was concern that the $50 charge per member 
might cause us to lose membership so several ideas 
where presented on paying a fixed annual or monthly 
rental rather than a charge per member. 

Nevertheless, our current budget is $1,800 per year.  
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 Established 1973 – An AMA Gold Leader Club 
              http://www.firststaterc.org 
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MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
To support this budget we need thirty full time members 
paying a full membership each year.  At the current time 
we have thirty members, but many are paying senior 
membership dues rather than the regular $60 
membership.  To support this new cost we may need to 
change the by-laws to reflect the need to pay for the field 
use charge.   

Another idea was present that we might form two 
types of membership:  Flying and Social.  Only flying 
members would have to pay the field use charge. 

Ron Becker will continue discussions with Nick to 
see what exactly he is thinking.  Ron will also explain to 
Nick that we maintain the field and have other expenses 
such as AMA dues and sanitation costs that we need to 
consider.  We also think that we should get some relief 
from the Moto-cross damage that has occurred in the 
past if we have to pay a field use charge.  

Please stay alert for e-mails and please attend the 
May meeting when we will continue discussion 
regarding this subject. 

o AMA Membership:   Joe Berry wanted to remind 
everyone that to be a member of our club you need to be 
an active AMA Members.  This is a requirement.  Joe 
was concerned that we have had several former members 
come back into the club and he was not sure if we had 
confirmed that they were active AMA members.  This 
applies to all members, not just returning members.  You 
must be an active AMA member to be a member of the 
First State RC Club.  

Adjournment 
·  The meeting adjourned at 8:12 pm.  
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Hunter 
Secretary 
First State R/C Club 
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Experience with the Grumman Goose, which served 

throughout World War II with great reliability, prompted the 
US Navy to procure a somewhat larger amphibian with greater 
range capability. In 1944 the company initiated design of its 
Grumman G-64 aircraft, which was to be named Albatross, 
and which saw service with the US Air Force, US Coast 
Guard and US Navy. The prototype was flown first on 24 
October 1947, and was of generally similar configuration to its 
predecessor. Fixed underwing floats were retained, but these 
and the entire structure had been considerably refined to 
reduce drag. Other changes included the provision of a 
cantilever, instead of strut-braced, tailplane; tricycle type 
retractable landing gear; and pylons beneath the wing, 
outboard of the engines, which could carry weapons, or drop-
tanks to increase range. Additional fuel could also be carried 
in the underwing floats. Accommodation was provided for a 
crew of four and the cabin could accommodate 10 passengers, 
stretchers, or cargo, according to requirements.  

The prototype ordered by the US Navy for service as a 
utility aircraft had the designation XJR2F-1, and flew for the 
first time on 24 October 1947. Initial production was of the 
UF-1 model, and a modified version introduced in 1955 was 
the UF-2. This latter aircraft had increased span, a cambered 
wing leading edge, ailerons and tail surfaces of increased area, 
and more effective de-icing boots for all aerofoil leading 
edges. In the tri-service rationalization of designations in 
1962, these aircraft became HU-16C and HU-16D 
respectively. Winterized aircraft for Antarctic service were 
designated UF-1L (later LU-16C), and five UF-1T dual-
control trainers were re-designated TU-16C.  

The USAF found the G-64 attractive for rescue 
operations, the majority of the 305 ordered serving with the 
MATS Air Rescue Service under the designation SA-16A. An 
improved version, equivalent to the US Navy's UF-2, entered 
service in 1957 as the SA-16B; in 1962 these became HU-16A 
and HU-16B respectively. HU-16E was the designation 
(originally UF-1G) of Albatross aircraft operated by the US 
Coast Guard, and 10 supplied to Canada were designated 
CSR-110. An anti-submarine version with nose radome, 
retractable MAD gear, ECM radome and searchlight was 
introduced in 1961, and was equipped to carry a small number 
of depth charges. The versatile Albatross continues in service 
with a few air forces and navies, but its powerful and fuel-
hungry engines have meant that surplus aircraft which became 
available for use were not a particularly attractive proposition 
to airline operators, and in consequence few were adapted for 
such a role.  
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Specifications:   
 CREW: 2-4  
 PASSENGERS: 10-22  
 ENGINE: 2 x Wright R-1820-76A, 1050kW  
 WEIGHTS:  
    Take-off weight 14500-17000 kg 31967 - 37479 lb  
    Empty weight 10350 kg 22818 lb  
DIMENSIONS  
    Wingspan 29.5 m 96 ft 9 in  
    Length 19.2 m 62 ft 12 in  
    Height 7.9 m 25 ft 11 in  
    Wing area 96.2 m2 1035.49 sq ft  
PERFORMANCE  
    Max. speed 379 km/h 236 mph  
    Cruise speed 360 km/h 224 mph  
    Ceiling 7600 m 24950 ft  
    Range w/max.fuel 5000 km 3107 miles  
ARMAMENT bombs, missiles, torpedoes 
http://www.aviastar.org/air/usa/grumman_albatros.php 
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AMA APPROVES FPV USE FOR 
MODEL AIRCRAFT 

 
First Person View, or FPV, involves using a video camera 

with its own wireless transmitter and receiver to allow an RC 
pilot to see from the perspective of his or her airplane or 
helicopter. In essence, it puts the pilot in the cockpit of his or 
her aircraft. 

Since the viewing monitor basically fits like goggles over 
a person’s face, he or she loses the ability to see the model 
while it’s in the air.

FPV continued…  
This technology is exciting and fun, but some safety 

concerns have been raised. As a result, the AMA has issued a 
supplement Code 550 (passed on October 25, 2008) that states 
the following: 
1. An FPV-equipped model must be flown by two AMA 

members utilizing a buddy-box system. 
2. The pilot in command must be on the primary transmitter, 

maintain visual contact, and be 4 prepared to assume 
control in the event of a problem. 

3. The operational range of the model is limited to the pilot 
in command’s visual line of site as defined in the Official 
AMA National Model Aircraft Safety Code (see Radio 
Control, item 10).The flight path of model operations 
shall be limited to the designated flying site and approved 
overfly area. 

4. The model weight and speed shall be limited to a 
maximum of 10 pounds and 60 miles per hour. 
You can find Code 550 on the AMA web site at 
www.modelaircraft.org/documents.aspx 

To learn more about FPV for RC use, go to 
www.rcgroups.com/video-piloting-fpv-rpv-469  or 
www.fpvvideo.com 
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The events listed, as well as others, can be found at your 
AMA's Contest Calendar Site on the WWW: go to URL: 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/calendar.aspx or the 
IMAA site at  http://www.fly-imaa.org/imaa/events/index.html 
 Others listed are from club newsletters or flyers 
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World War II Weekend 

Reading Regional Airport, Reading, PA 
June 5-7, 2009 

http://www.maam.org/maamwwii.html 
 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
Colonial Flying Corps Museum's 38th Annual Benefit 
Air Show - June 14, 2009 
New Garden Airport, Toughkenamon, PA 
http://www.n57.com/airshow.htm 
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Dover AFB 2009 Open House 
June 20-21, 2009 
Scheduled to appear: 
U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds 

http://www.dover.af.mil/library/openhouse.asp 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

 
            

Until next month, 
      Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 

My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
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Photo collage courtesy of Elliott Smith 
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder… you can 
read all about this mystery ship in the June issue of 
Contact… 
Hint: You should be able to guess the country of origin! 
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
 

MAY CLUB MEETING  
Monday  6:30 P.M.  05/18/09@ President Becker’s Home 

MAY FUN FLY  
Saturday 10:00 A.M. 05/30/09 Fuel/Electric Fun Fly at Field.  

Contact Frank Donnelly 
JUNE CLUB MEETING  

Monday  7:00 P.M.  06/15/09@ Stahl American Legion Post 
JULY and AUGUST - NO CLUB MEETINGS  

«AddressBlock» 


