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UNOFFICIAL MAY MEETING MINUTES  
Members In Attendance:  Joe Berry, John Gardiner, Frank 
McFoy, Elliot Smith, Charlie Hruska, Mike Hunter, Frank 
Donnelly, Ron Becker, Tim Mihalski, Chet Thayer, Mike 
Sobieski, Craig Reynolds, Larry Nowland 
Minutes: 
Show & Tell: 

 
·  Ron Becker showed us his 4 Star Forty that Joe Berry 

framed out for him.  Ron has decided to turn it into an 
electric.  The battery will be a 5 cell LiPO putting out 18+ 
volts at 60 amps.  Ron also tried a new covering technique 
whereby he melded to different colors before he shrunk it.  
The technique required laying one sheet out on a pane of 
glass and cutting out material then filling the removed area 
with the second color overlapping the cut out area.  He 
then ironed piece on the plane. 

Call to Order:  
·  President Ron Becker called the meeting to order at 7:15 

P.M.   
Reading of the Minutes: 
·  We waived reading of the minutes. 
COMMITTEE Reports:  

·  Treasury Report:  Elliot Smith reported 
that the Club currently has $XX.XX in our 
accounts.   

Safety Report:  There was no safety report.  
John Gardiner’s 2nd article appeared in the 

Club Newsletter.

MINUTES  continued... 
·  Field Report:  The mowers are working well.  The spark 

plugs have been replaced on both mowers.  We may need 
to buy some wood for the picnic bench tops and bench 
seats. 

·  Fun Fly:  Frank Donnelly requested some help for score 
keeping and event timing.  John Gardiner will keep score.  
Chet Thayer and Mike Hunter will assist with event 
timings.  John Gardiner will bring a stop watch so that we 
have two.  It was decided that the $40 and $60 gift 
certificates that were donated by G-Force would be 
awarded in some fashion at the fun fly.  One would be for 
the overall winner of the combined fun fly events and the 
other would be raffled off.  The decision as to which 
would be raffled and which would be the prize would 
depend on how many people participated in the flying 
events.  If only a few people participate in the flying 
events the $40 gift certificate would be first prize.  If a 
good number of people fly all four events, the $60 gift 
certificate would be the prize.  Fun Fly events will start at 
10:00 a.m.  Rules for each event will be posted on the 
frequency board.  While events are in progress only one 
plane will be permitted to fly.   

OLD Business 
·  Ron Becker reports that G-Force and Ferraro are still 

planning to do something with our current flying site.  
Exactly what is unclear and exactly when is unclear.  In 
preparation for this the hills near the runway will be 
flattened is some way so that they are not as big an 
obstacle as they are now.  Basically, Ferraro is trying to 
derive some revenue from the land.  Exactly how much 
has not been stated. 

·  Web Site:  Tim Mihalski reported that our web site 
(www.firststaterc.org) has been moved to Go Daddy.  
Anyone visiting the site should see no difference. 

NEW Business 
·  A question was raised if there would be a fuel sale this 

year.  There was not enough interest or need for fuel so 
there will be no club order this year. 

Thank You 
A big thank you to Ron Becker for hosting the club meeting 
at his house.  A bigger thank you for the hamburgers, hot 
dogs, baked beans, soda, coffee and other goodies.  Also, 
thanks to Mrs. Joe Berry for the potato salad.
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 Established 1973 – An AMA Gold Leader Club 
              http://www.firststaterc.org 
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MINUTES  continued... 
Adjournment  

·  The meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Hunter,  
Secretary 
First State R/C Club 
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May Meeting at Prez’s House… 
 

 
BurgerMeister Extraordinaire 

 
Chow Hounds… 
A little cool that evening but we held our meeting, we all 
had fun and left with our bellies full… thanks to Ron for 
hosting! 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
UP IN THE AIR  
a.k.a. Ron's Ramblings 

 
In this issue of Contact you will read 
about the Fun Fly that we had in May.  If 
you were able to attend this event then 
you know that we had a great time at the 

field on that day.  If you were at the field and chose not to 
fly then you should feel a little bit cheated about now, 
knowing that you missed the fun that we all had.  Frank 

UP IN THE AIR continued… 
Donnelly did a great job at organizing the events and getting 
the field ready to the fun.  Even better is that a couple of 
folks helped run two of the events so Frank could participate 
in the events without having to worry about running all of 
them.  Make sure that you read Frank’s write up about the 
fun ‘Fun Fly’ that we had. 

A couple of us were talking about the above event and 
extolling the fun that we had.  It was mentioned that in the 
past the club used to have about one Fun Fly a month.  In 
keeping with that spirit we will have another mini Fun Fly 
on Saturday June 14.  We will start at 10 am.  What will 
make it mini is that we run only two events and won’t have 
large prizes for the winners.  The event will be mini but the 
fun should be maxi!!  Make sure that you bring a plane or 
two on that day. We will have events that everyone can fly 
in regardless of your skill level or plane.  The 3 minute 
timed event is something that everyone and any plane can 
fly in.  I am also thinking of a spot landing event that would 
utilize rectangles instead of circles to make the landing zone 
a little larger and a little easier to score points with.  We can 
discuss the specifics in the next week and then finalize the 
exact events on the day of the mini Fun Fly. 

One other think that I want to talk about is of a more 
serious nature.  Safety.  With the condition of the land that is 
surrounding the field it can be difficult to find a downed 
plane. Not only is it hard to see them but the terrain can 
prove to be difficult to climb around.  One way to prevent 
this is to try to fly closer in to the field.  When you fly at a 
distance a couple of things happen.  One is that the plane 
appears smaller and it becomes easier to lose your 
orientation of up/down and left/right - which can lead to lose 
of control.  The other thing that happens is that if you do 
lose you plane then the search area becomes that much 
wider.  Flying in closer to the field takes some practice; I 
tend to stay within the boundaries of the power lines to the 
north and the middle of the field to the south.  My westerly 
boundary tends to be just over the far edge of the dirt piles.  
I’m not saying that you have to keep within those 
boundaries, but closer is safer.  A good place to start would 
be to take note of your normal pattern and then tighten it up 
a bit at a time.  I think that you will find that it is easier to 
see/control your plane and that you will have more 
enjoyment during your flying session. 
Something to think about.... 

See you at the field. 
Ron 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

 
 

June 2nd… Brain Pasternak 
June 14th… Frank Donnelly 
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The Internet Craftsmanship Museum Presents: 
Young C. Park 

A retired dentist turns his skills to making aluminum aircraft 
models… check out the details in other photos of this 
masterpiece on the website… 

 
http://www.craftsmanshipmuseum.com/Park.htm 
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Saturday, May 24th, 2008 turned out to be a cool sunny 

day with winds out of the WNW at 10 to 15. At our flying 
field that translates to a breezy cross wind adding an 
additional challenge to the events lined up for the day. 
There were 4 events: Delta D, Spot Landing, Timed Flight 
and an Obstacle Course. Eight people signed up to compete. 

The ‘Delta D” event was flown first. The object was to 
climb for 10 seconds cut the throttle and land as fast as 
possible. Then climb again for 10 seconds cut the throttle 
and glide as long as possible. The larger the difference in 
time the more points earned. Larry Nowland’s “Uproar” far 
surpassed all the other planes in this event with its climb 
rate. Within 10 seconds the Rossi powered Uproar was 
almost a dot in the sky.  

A Spot Landing was next on the agenda. The object 
was to score as many points as possible by making 3 
attempts to land (full stop) within a pattern of circles laid out 
on the field. Carl Carosino provided the excitement for this 
event. His first attempt was made using Ron Becker’s plane. 
As he glided by the circle he made a daring attempt to pull a 
180 about 10 feet above the ground. He just missed the outer 
circle cleaning off the landing gear in the process.  

The Timed Flight event proved to be very entertaining. 
The object was to fly and land as close as possible to 3 
minutes. During the flight the pilots were asked questions; 
the answers determined maneuvers to be flown.  

The questions were intended to be easy math 
calculations or multiple-choice answers. When putting the 
list together I made a mistake and instead of asking what is 9 
minus 6, it was written as 9 divided by 6. Chet Thayer 
happened to be the first one to get that question. Without 
missing a beat Chet replied 1.5. His answers were all correct 
and he went on to land within 1 second of the 3-minute 
target. At that point he turned toward the crowd and said, 
“Beat That”. In retrospect, maybe he should not have offered 
that challenge.

Fun Fly continued… 
Not to be out done Dick Steward went up and posted a 3-
minute time. In addition, one of Dick’s questions was “What 
is the circumference of the earth at the equator?” Dick 
replied with the correct answer before hearing the choices. 

The last event was the Obstacle Course. This was a 
timed event with 3 phases, each requiring a takeoff, 
performing a series of maneuvers, then landing and taxing 
the plane to a designated area. Ron Becker took 1st place in 
this event by a fairly large margin. The general feeling was 
he was in a hurry to run out to buy pizza for lunch. Being in 
such a hurry, he asked to be first in the event. He then 
quickly flew the pattern, rushed off to his car, and 30 
minutes later returned with several boxes of pizzas. 

Chet Thayer took 1st place and won a $40 gift 
certificate to G-Force Hobbies. Ron Becker took 2nd and 
won a model stand built and donated by Tim Mihalski. Dick 
Steward won the raffle and received a $60 gift certificate to 
G-Force Hobbies. 

Thank you to all who helped and participated. Also, 
thanks to G-Force Hobbies for providing the generous gift 
certificates. 
Final Standings: 

1 Chet Thayer 
2 Ron Becker 
3 Frank Donnelly 
4 Larry Nowland 
5 Carl Carosino  
6 Dick Steward 
7 Buckley Brown 
8 Mike Hunter 
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Safety Report 
 by John O. Gardiner, Jr., Safety Officer 
 
 

The May issue of “Contact” 
contained the second part of a three part 
series on “Checklist”.  This is the third 

and last part. 
Last thing to do before takeoff: 

1. Check your plane’s controls for correct left/right and 
up/down.  This ensures that your plane’s receiver is 
turned on, and also verifies that nothing has been 
inadvertently reversed.  Omitting this simple pre-flight 
check is one of the leading causes of accidents. 

2. Check to make sure your radio antenna is fully 
extended. 

3. Run up your engine and check for full power – no 
sagging or overheating. 

4. Check to see what the correct takeoff direction is.  
Never take off in the opposite direction from the pattern 
the other planes are flying.  If you are the first one 
flying, take off into the wind.  (As near as possible) 

5. During takeoff, make an effort to maintain heading 
using your rudder, and immediately turn away from the 
flight line after takeoff.  Climb to attitude and reduce 
power before trying to adjust your trim settings. 
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Again, the question, have you or do you know a fellow 

flying who has experienced flying problems as a result of 
failure of any of the above items? 

Any safety issues you would like to see covered in 
future articles?  Please submit them to 
gardiner0@verizon.net.  Hope you enjoyed this series of 
safety issues. 
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The North American F-82 Twin Mustang was the last 
American piston engine fighter ordered into production by 
the United States Air Force. Based on the P-51 Mustang, the 
F-82 was originally designed as a long-range escort fighter 
in World War II, its postwar role changed to that of night-
fighting. Radar-equipped F-82s were used quite extensively 
by the Air Defense Command as replacements for the P-61 
Black Widow night fighter. During the Korean War, Japan-
based F-82s were among the first USAF aircraft to operate 
over Korea. The first three North Korean aircraft destroyed 
by U.S. forces were shot down by F-82s. 
Specifications (F-82G) 
Data from GlobalSecurity.org 
General characteristics 
 Crew: 2  
 Length: 42 ft 9 in (12.93 m)  
 Wingspan: 51 ft 3 in (15.62 m)  
 Height: 13 ft 10 in (4.22 m)  
 Wing area: 408 ft² (37.90 m²)  
 Empty weight: 15,997 lb (7,271 kg)  
 Max takeoff weight: 25,591 lb (11,632 kg)  
 Powerplant: 2× Allison V-1710-143/145 liquid-

cooled V12 engines, 1,600 hp (1,200 kW each) 
each  

Performance 
 Maximum speed: 400 knots (460 mph, 740 km/h) 

at 21,000 ft (6,400 m)  
 Range: 1,950 nm (2,250 mi, 3,605 km)  
 Service ceiling 38,900 ft (11,855 m)  

Armament 
 Guns: 6× .50 in (12.7 mm) Browning M2 machine 

guns  
 Rockets: 25× 5 in (127 mm) rockets  
 Bombs: 4,000 lb (1,800 kg)  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F-82_Twin_Mustang
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http://www.strategic-air-
command.com/aircraft/fighter/f82_twin_mustang.htm 
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Until next month, 
      Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 

My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder… you 
can read all about this mystery ship in 
July’s issue of Contact…  
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
MINI-FUN FLY  
Saturday, 10:00 A.M.  06/14/08 at the Flying Field 
 

JUNE CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  06/16/08@ Stahl American Legion Post 
 

JULY/AUGUST CLUB MEETINGS  
There are no Club meetings held in these months… 


