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Volume 36   Issue 6                 JUNE 2009 
                         
 

UNOFFICIAL MARCH MEETING MINUTES  
Members In Attendance:  Elliot Smith, Mike Hunter, Frank 
Donnelly, Joe Berry, Jerry Dolbow, Janice Dolbow, Ron 
Becker, Frank McFoy, Tim Mihalski, Bill Mull, Charlie 
Hruska, John Gardnier, Chet Thayer, Craig Reynolds 
Minutes: 
Show & Tell: 
·  Bill Mull  brought a coverd Sig Aeromaster Bi-wing 

completely covered and ready for an engine and servos.  
He purchased the plane at an estate sale in Maryland for a 
very reasonable price.  The original cost of the tail wheel 
alone on this plane was probably more than what Bill paid 
for it.  The covering job was immaculate. 

Call to Order:  
·  President Ron Becker called the meeting to order at 7:10 

P.M.  
Reading of the Minutes: 
·  We waived reading of the minutes and accepted by vote 

what was published in the most recent news letter. 
Thank Yous: 
·  A big THANK YOU to Ron Becker for the hot dogs, 

hamburgers, ribs and warm hospitality in holding the May 
meeting at his house.  The food was outstanding and little 
Lily was adorable.   

COMMITTEE Reports: 
·  Treasury Report:  Elliot Smith 

reported that the Club currently has 
following $xxxx.  He also report that 
the Porta-John was delivered last 
week. 

·  Safety Report:  There was not safety 
report.  However grass cutters should 
continue to let the grass grown 

between the pits and air field and only cut a mower wide 
entry to the field from the pits.   

·  Field Report:  There was no field report.   However, Ron 
Becker informed everyone to look for the grass cutting 
schedule for this summer.  It should be included in the 
next newsletter.  This week and next week have been 
assigned so the schedule will start for the first week in 
June.     

OLD Business 
Fuel Order:   Ron has distributed most of fuel.  Some was 
back ordered and could not be distributed 

MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
immediately.  If you did not get your order yet please 
contact Ron as soon as you can and arrange for pick-
up and payment. 

·  Fun Fly:  The Fun Fly is scheduled for the weekend after 
Memorial Day.  That is Saturday, May 30th.  

·  Greggo and Farraro Field Use Charges:  There is no new 
information regarding the field use charge that may be 
imposed on the members of the club.  Ron Becker has left 
voice mails with Nick Farraro, Jr. but he has not received 
a return call. 

·  There was some discussion regarding the possible need to 
dispense with the senior membership category as the 
number of senior members has increased as a percentage 
of the membership so our dues revenues are down.  To 
change this we will need to change the by-laws.  At that 
time we will also address what might be needed for a field 
use charge and how best to approach including it in our 
dues or as a separate payment.  Stay tuned for more on 
this subject.  We hope to get some resolution by the time 
dues are due for next year. 

New Business 
·  Frequency Pin Board and Transmitter Impoundment:  

Chet Thayer proposed that he build a new Frequency Pin 
Board that would require we put our AMA card on the 
board before we remove the pin.  He also proposed that 
transmitters be impounded if that frequency pin is out and 
in use. 

·  There was discussion regarding the need to impound 
transmitters.  But the idea of requiring the AMA card 
seems to be a good idea.  This is especially good if we 
have guest flyers.  No decision was made on where we 
would impound transmitters.  However, we did vote to 
allow Chet to build a new Pin Frequency Board with a 
cost for construction and installation not to exceed $200.  
Chet will bring in his design for the new board before the 
go ahead for construction is approve. 

·  Ron Becker reported that our own Frank Donnelly won 
his race class a Quick-500 Meet in Maryland.  Frank also 
had the lowest clocked time in one heat of 1:18 for a 2 
mile course (101. 49 mph).   

Adjournment 
·  The meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.  
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 Established 1973 – An AMA Gold Leader Club 
              http://www.firststaterc.org 
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MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Hunter 
Secretary 
First State R/C Club 
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Nakajima B5N (Kate) 
The Nakajima B5N Kate was the world's best carrier-based 
torpedo dive-bomber in 1941. 
 

By 1941, the B5N series of torpedo bombers were 
considered the best of their type anywhere in the world. The 
system was initially designed from 1935 onwards and was in 
full operational use at the outbreak of the Second World War. 

The B5N (dubbed "Kate" by the Allies), was crewed by 
two - a pilot and a rear gunner. The system was fitted with a 
Nakajima-produced Sakae 1,000hp powerplant (though earlier 
models were seen with the Nakajima Hikari radial), the 
aircraft could reach a top speed of 235 miles per hour. 
Surprisingly, the system was only fitted with a single 7.7mm 
Type 92 machine gun in a trainable mount at rear. Beyond 
that, the armament consisted of a single 1,764lb torpedo or 
bombload equivalent. 

Nevertheless, the system was quick to earn the respect of 
the Allies. B5N Kate’s were part of the attack party that 
surprised the US Navy positions at Pearl Harbor, effectively 
forcing the United States into the war. At least 144 B5N 
Kate’s took part in that assault and a further number would 
later be responsible for the sinking of many other Allied 
vessels in the Pacific - most notably the USS Hornet, USS 
Lexington and the USS Yorktown. 
Once the Allied aircrews began to match up against the B5Ns 
however, the systems weak defensive and offensive 
armaments quickly led to its undoing. Beyond the major 
engagements throughout the Philippine Islands in 1944, the 
system would be phased down and relegated to anti-ship,
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reconnaissance and maritime patrol duty through the end of 
the war. 

At least 1,149 B5Ns were reported to have been 
produced in a B5N1 and B5N2 form. Despite the latter losses 
in the war, the B5N series, at least in the early years of the 
war, proved to be one of the best aircraft designed for torpedo 
bombing duty of the war.  
Source:http://www.militaryfactory.com/aircraft/detail.asp?airc
raft_id=374 
Specification    
 MODEL B5N2  
 CREW 3  
 ENGINE 1 x Nakajima NK1B "Sakae", 746kW  
 WEIGHTS  
    Take-off weight 4100 kg 9039 lb  
    Empty weight 2279 kg 5024 lb  
 DIMENSIONS  
    Wingspan 15.52 m 50 ft 11 in  
    Length 10.3 m 33 ft 10 in  
    Height 3.7 m 12 ft 2 in  
    Wing area 37.7 m2 405.80 sq ft  
 PERFORMANCE  
    Max. speed 378 km/h 235 mph  
    Ceiling 8260 m 27100 ft  
    Range w/max.fuel 1990 km 1237 miles  
 ARMAMENT 1 x 7.7mm machine-guns, 800kg of bombs 
Source: http://www.aviastar.org/air/japan/nakajima_b5n.php 
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The events listed, as well as others, can be found at your 
AMA's Contest Calendar Site on the WWW: go to URL: 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/calendar.aspx or the 
IMAA site at  http://www.fly-imaa.org/imaa/events/index.html 
 Others listed are from club newsletters or flyers 
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Colonial Flying Corps Museum's 38th Annual Benefit 
Air Show - June 14, 2009 
New Garden Airport, Toughkenamon, PA 
http://www.n57.com/airshow.htm 
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Dover AFB 2009 Open House 
June 20-21, 2009 
Scheduled to appear: 
U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds 

http://www.dover.af.mil/library/openhouse.asp 
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Warbirds Over Delaware 
7/09/09-7/12/09 - Kirkwood, DE (C-Restricted to IMAA) 
Warbirds Over Delaware. Site: Lums Pond State Park. David 
Malchione CD, 1161 W Balt Pike Kennett Sq PA 19348 
PH:610-357-6649 email: bvmjpo6@aol.com. LF$25 includes 
park fee and dinner, reg 8am fly 9am, RV (park fee for 
overnight) SF GR 150'x900', food/bev Fri thru Sun, limited to 
giant scale military aircraft in a military paint scheme. Visit 
www.delawarerc.org. From I-95 in Delaware take 896S go 6.2 
miles to Rt 71, make a left, the field is on the left.  
Sponsor: DELAWARE RC 
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Helis Over Delaware 
7/24/09-7/26/09 - Kirkwood, DE (C) Helis Over Delaware. 
Site: Lums Pond. James Cistola CD, 41 Colby Ave Claymont 
DE 19703 PH:610-324-0092 email: jjcistola@aol.com. 
Sponsor: DELAWARE RC CLUB 
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Until next month, 
      Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 

My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
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A mystery aircraft for you to 
ponder… you can read all about this 
mystery ship in the July issue of 
Contact… 
 
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
 

JUNE CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  06/15/09@ Stahl American Legion Post 

 

JULY AND AUGUST – NO CLUB MEETINGS  
 

SEPTEMBER CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  09/21/09@ Stahl American Legion Post 
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