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UNOFFICIAL MAY MEETING MINUTES  
Members In Attendance:  Joe Berry,  Ron Becker, John 
Gardiner,  Randy Weaver, Bob Cyr, Mike Hunter, Tim 
Mihalski, Bill Mull, Chet Thayer, Mike Sobieski, Elliot Smith,  
Mark Rome, Hank Rome, Frank McFoy, Brian Pasternak 
Minutes: 
Show & Tell: 

There were no show & tells. 
Call to Order:  

·  President Chet Thayer called the meeting to order at 
7:50 P.M.   

Reading of the Minutes: 
·  Mike Hunter summarized the meeting minutes from 

April.  The meeting minutes were accepted as 
summarized. 

COMMITTEE Reports: 
·  Treasury Report:  Elliot Smith reported that we 

have $xx.xx in our accounts with no 
outstanding bills.  Elliot reported 
expenditures for the month included 
$80 for the Port-a-john and $400 to 
Joe Barry for compensation to the 
folks that rolled and leveled the field. 

·  Safety Report:  There continue to be infractions of 
pilots taxing in the pit area.  Pilots need to carry their 
planes to the field before they taxi.  Also, while 
taxing back from a flight to the pits pilots need to 
approach parallel to the pits and not directly toward 
them.  Additionally, we have been asked by Blue 
Diamond not to fly south of the tree line at the 
southern end of the field.  We have received 
complaints about aircraft flying over the motor cycle 
area.   

·  Field Report:  There was no field report.  Also, there 
will be no grass cutting schedule this year.  Craig 
Reynolds and other members will cut the grass as 
needed.  Those who do cut the grass are reminded to 
complete the mower logs posted on the inside of the 
shed door. 

OLD Business 
EAA Meeting:  Frank Donnelly informed the EAA that 
we could not make a presentation in May. 

MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
·  Friends of Bellanca Airfield Open House:  Elliot 

Smith flew his small helicopter at the open house on 
April 24th. 

New Business 
·  Greggo-Ferraro:  We have again been approached by 

Blue Diamond Park and Greggo-Ferraro about our 
presence at our current flying site.  Indications are that 
Blue Diamond may want our field for the motorcycles.  
Blue Diamond initiated Helicopter flying at their site 
and intends to move this flying activity to our site in the 
very near future.  Blue Diamond Park wants all active 
flyers in the First State RC Club to pay a $60 annual fee 
for privileges to fly at our site. 

Ron Becker will contact John Larouche at G-Force 
Hobbies to determine exactly how we should approach 
paying the $60 dollar fee.  It is unclear at this time 
whether we need to go to G-Force Hobbies or directly 
to Blue Diamond to pay this fee.  Ron Becker will 
inform us exactly how to pay this fee once he discusses 
it with John Larouche. 

It is the position of the club that this new additional 
fee has no effect at this time on our status at the field or 
of the status of the club.  We will continue to maintain 
the flying sit until we are told not to do so.  But, we 
need to be reminded that we may see more helicopter 
flying activity at the field both from our members and 
from people flying with Blue Diamond.    

·  Fun-Fly:   The annual fun fly is scheduled for this 
Saturday, May 22nd at the field with flying event to 
begin at 10:00 am.  There will be three flying events: 
o Altitude Flying:  Pilots will pick at random a 

specified altitude to attain during their flight.  
Frank Donnelly will attach an altimeter to their 
aircraft that will measure the highest altitude 
achieved during the flight.  The pilot closest their 
assigned altitude will be the winner. 

o Freight Delivery:  Pilots will be required to 
transport three rings from one box to another.  This 
will require at least one circuit of the pattern for 
each ring.  Score will be measured by time. 

o Timed Event:  Pilots will be required to fly for a 
specified period of time.  Pilots coming closest to 
the specified time will be the winner.  While flying  
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MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
pilots will be asked questions or to perform a 
maneuver other than level flight. 

Adjournment 
·  The meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm.  
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Hunter 
Secretary 
First State R/C Club 
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Piper PA-25 Pawnee 

 
Role Agricultural aircraft 
Manufacturer Piper Aircraft 
Designed by Fred Weick 
First flight 1957 
Introduced August 1959 
Status Agricultural aircraft and glider tug. 
Produced 1959-1982 
The PA-25 Pawnee was an agricultural aircraft produced by 
Piper Aircraft between 1959 and 1982. It remains a widely 
used aircraft in agricultural spraying and is also used as a tow 
plane, or tug, for launching gliders or for towing banners. On 
April 15, 1998, The New Piper Aircraft, Inc. officially sold the 
PA-25 series aircraft to Latino Americana de Aviación S.A in 
Argentina. The sale included all drawings, engineering data, 
parts inventory, tools, catalogs, and manuals. All support of 
any nature became the responsibility of the new owners.[1] 

Design and development 
The PA-25 Pawnee was designed by Fred Weick [2] as a 
rugged, easy to maintain agricultural aircraft. The Pawnee is a 
single engined low-wing monoplane constructed of steel 
tubing and covered with fabric. The emphasis of this design 
was on pilot safety with the fuselage structure designed to 
collapse progressively during a low speed crash, typically 
experienced during crop spraying operations.[3] 
The later Pawnee D version featured twin fuel tanks mounted 
in the outer wing panels, further improving crashworthiness 
(early models of the Pawnee had a single fuel tank located 
between the agricultural hopper and the engine).
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A useful design aspect was the ability to carry a mechanic on a 
jump seat fitted in the hopper to assist with operations at 
remote stations. [3] 

Variants 
PA-25-150 Pawnee 

Initial production version fitted with a 150hp Lycoming 
O-320 engine. 800lb payload. 

PA-25-235 Pawnee B 
Fitted with a 235hp Lycoming O-540 six-cylinder engine. 
The Pawnee B featured a larger hopper and an increased 
payload of 1,200lb. 

PA-25-260 Pawnee C 
The Pawnee C was an upgraded version of the 'B' model 
and was available with a 235hp or a 260hp high 
compression version of the O-540 engine and either a 
fixed pitch or constant speed propeller. The fuselage of 
the Pawnee C featured a quickly detachable 'turtledeck' 
panel to ease the rinsing out of spilt corrosive agents from 
the fuselage structure and to facilitate servicing and 
inspection of components housed in the rear section of the 
fuselage. 

PA-25-260 Pawnee D 
The Pawnee D was also powered by a Lycoming O-540 
of 260hp but featured fuel tanks fitted in the outer wings 
and metal covered ailerons and flaps. 

Accidents and incidents 
·  9 August 1974 a crop-spraying Pawnee was involved 

in fatal mid-air collision with a Royal Air Force MD 
Phantom FGR2 in Norfolk, England. 

·  24 April 1996 a modified Piper PA-25-150 two-seat 
model was involved in a fatal crash near Buffalo, MO 
in which an FAA flight test engineer was killed but 
the test pilot survived.[4] 

·  6 February 2010 a glider towing Pawnee was 
involved in a multiple fatality accident near Boulder 
Colorado Municipal Airport after colliding with a 
Cirrus SR20. All in both powered craft were fatally 
wounded, however the glider released and landed 
safely. 
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Specifications (PA-25-235 Pawnee) 
General characteristics 

·  Crew: One  
·  Capacity: 120 US gal (568 l) or 1,200 lb (545 kg) of 

chemicals  
·  Length: 24 ft 9 in (7.55 m)  
·  Wingspan: 36 ft 2 in (11.02 m)  
·  Height: 7 ft 2 in (2.19 m)  
·  Wing area: 183 ft² (17.0 m²)  
·  Empty:  1,457 lb (662 kg)  
·  Loaded: 2,900lb (1,317 kg)  
·  Maximum takeoff:  2,900 lb (1,317 kg)  
·  Powerplant: 1 x Lycoming O-540-B2B5, 235 hp 

(175 kW) 

Performance 
·  Maximum speed: 102 kts (188 km/h)  
·  Range: 300 miles (500 km)  
·  Service ceiling: 13,000 ft (3,963 m)  
·  Rate of climb: 630 ft/min (192 m/min)(at MTOW)  
·  Wing loading: 15.9 lb/ft² (77.5 kg/m²)  
·  Power/Mass: 0.0810 hp/lb (0.133 kW/kg) 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piper_PA-25_Pawnee 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

 
The events listed, as well as others, can be found at your 
AMA's Contest Calendar Site on the WWW: go to URL: 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/calendar.aspx or the 
IMAA site at  http://www.fly-imaa.org/imaa/events/index.html 
 Others listed are from club newsletters or flyers 
 

Airplanes of the World VI 
Saturday, June 26, 2010 
http://www.freestateaeromodelers.org/ 
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7/3/2010 -- Newark, DE (C) SKSS ELECTRIC WARBIRD 
FUN FLY. Site: White Clay Creek Park. Mark Hafer CD PH: 
484-357-9031 Email: thermalsurfer@comcast.net. Visit: 
www.skss.org. Electric only warbird fun fly, models need not 
be scale but should represent a former or current aircraft used 
by military, entrance fee and state park fee apply. lunch will 
be available.  
Sponsor: SILENT KNIGHTS SOARING SOCIETY 
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7/7/2010 - 7/11/2010 -- Kirkwood, DE (C-Restricted to 
IMAA) WARBIRDS OVER DELAWARE. Site: Lums Pond 
State Park. David Malchione CD PH: 610-357-6649 Email: 
bvmjpo6@aol.com. Visit: www.delawarerc.org. LF $25 
includes park fee and dinner, reg 8am, fly 9am, RV park fee 
for overnight, SF GR 150'x900', food/bev fri thru Sun, 
Directions: from I-95 in Delaware take 896S, go 6.2 miles to 
Rt 71, make a left, the field is on left.  
Sponsor: DELAWARE RC CLUB 
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7/23/2010 - 7/25/2010 -- Kirkwood, DE (C) HELIS OVER 
DELAWARE. Site: Lums Pond Rc Field. David Skinner CD 
PH: 302-383-6425 Email: ddaskinner@aol.com. Visit: 
www.delawarerc.org. Helicopter fun fly for beginners to 
experts with vendors, prizes, contests, buddy boxing & a 
Saturday evening BBQ. Breakfast & lunches will be supplied 
by the local Boy Scouts to help support their great 
organization. Landing fee $30, covers all park fees except self 
contained camping on site. Some of the proceeds will be 
donated to Ronald McDonald House.  
Sponsor: DELAWARE RC CLUB 
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7/24/2010 -- Barnesville, PA (C) WARBIRDS OVER 
TUSCARORA. Site: Tuscarora State Park. William Huegel 
CD PH: 570.668.3416 Email: hue4@losch.net. Visit: 
www.tuscarorarcflyingclub.com. All military inspired aircraft 
welcome, food & drink available. Camping available at Locust 
Lake Park. Event scheduled for 9AM to 5PM. For info: Dan 
O'Donnell PH:570-985-9241 e-mail: 
danielemt43@hotmail.com.  
Sponsor: TUSCARORA RC CLUB 
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7/24/2010 - 7/25/2010 -- Quakertown, PA (C-Restricted to 
IMAA) Warbirds Over PA Jim Simmons Mem Giant Scale 
Fly. Site: Club Field. Travis Moyer CD PH: 215-529-6088 
Email: tsmdmm@comcast.net. Visit: www.buc-le.org. 1000' 
grass runway, early arrivals ok, stay for whole weekend, giant 
scale warbirds only, 80" mono/60" bipe, afternoon on Sunday 
any size warbird may fly, food and drinks, raffles, vendors 
welcome, please call ahead, RV parking, no hookups. 
Sponsor: BUC-LE AERO SPORTSMEN 
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Until next month, 
      Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 

My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder… you can 
read all about this mystery ship in the July 
issue of Contact… 
 
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
 

JUNE CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:30 P.M.  06/21/10@ Stahl American Legion Post 

 

JULY AND AUGUST – NO CLUB MEETINGS  
 

SEPTEMBER CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:30 P.M.  09/20/10@ Stahl American Legion Post 
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