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UNOFFICIAL JUNE MEETING MINUTES  
President Becker cancelled the June meeting so there 

are no minutes to report. 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

PRESIDENT’s CORNER 
a.k.a. Up in the Air with Ron 

 
The summer is half way gone, done, 

finito.  The time really flies when you are 
having fun flying and so far this has been 
a good summer to fly.  On weekends the 
benches are full and the sky has been 

buzzing with activity.  The club has seen a couple of new 
things this summer with the best one being the Fun Fly that 
we held in May.  Frank Donnelly really put together an 
event that was fun to fly in and watch as well. We should 
also thank G-Force Hobbies for donating the prizes for the 
event.  The next time you stop in the store be sure to thank 
John Larouche for his support. 

Since the summer is half over I thought that it might be 
interesting to look back over the past year and see what high 
lights and low lights have occurred.  I will mix these 
together in a top ten list and you can decide what are the 
highs and lows……. 
10) The mounds are still there but with a promise that they 

will be lowered during 2008 
9) Our search for a field at the Superfund finally had a 

resolution 
8) We will be getting stone in our drive way to help our 

cars stay out of the mud 
7) Meetings were held at Ron’s house with a cook out 
6) The best Potato Salad in the WORLD was made by Joe 

Berry’s wife Mary 
5) Ron crashed a plane on its maiden flight and then 

proceeded to burn it 
4) Joe Berry is getting closer to fly his Aeronica 
3) We have a very nice pilot protection unit for flyers 

who need to sit down to fly.  
2) No motorcycle race in the spring 
1) Charlie has an infinite supply of tape 

All in all the year has been pretty good.  So what that 
we have about 35 members – our budget is enough for what 
we need and the field is never so crowded that you can’t fly.  
Some new members would be nice but they will come.  We 

CORNER  continued… 
have had contact with a variety of people through the 
internet who express interest in learning how to fly, we 
supply them with our contact information and offer to let 
them fly on our club trainer but they haven’t followed 
through on their part.  One of the goals for the remainder of 
this year and going into next year should be getting some 
new flyers/members into the club.  We don’t want 100 
members but 50 would be a good number to shoot for.  
Think about how we can accomplish this, since we are all 
just about over 50 make sure you write it down so you don’t 
forget it  

Until next time. 
Ron 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

 
 

McFoy, Frank 07/01    Hunter, Michael 08/18 
Becker, Ron 07/06    DelCoglin, Frank 08/19 
Berry, Joe 07/14    Gardiner, Jr., John 08/25 
Smith, Elliott 07/17    Hauff, Tom 08/25 
Carosino, Carl 07/27    Brown, Kim 08/29 
Thayer, Chet 07/30    Haak, George 09/18 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
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One of the unsung heroes of World War II, the Supermarine 
Walrus amphibian was a private venture development of the 
1922 Seagull I, and indeed first flew as the Seagull V on 21 
June 1933. A production order by the 
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 Established 1973 – An AMA Gold Leader Club 
              http://www.firststaterc.org 
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Australian government prompted evaluation by the Royal 
Navy's No. 702 Catapult Flight, which in turn led to an 
initial contract for 12 Walrus Mk I aircraft being placed by 
the Air Ministry in 1935, Following further trials, during 
which a Walrus was catapulted fully loaded from HMS 
Nelson, production orders for 204 aircraft with the 474kW 
Pegasus II M2 radial were placed, and the little flying-boat 
entered Fleet Air Arm service in 1936. Early in World War 
II Walrus amphibians were serving aboard battleships and 
cruisers of the Royal Navy all over the world as components 
of No. 700 Squadron, as well as with Nos 701, 711, 712 and 
714 Squadrons, their principal duties being over-the-horizon 
search for enemy shipping; they were also employed for 
gunnery spotting, antisubmarine and convoy protection 
duties. A Walrus was even catapulted from the cruiser HMS 
Dorsetshire to bomb a target in Italian Somaliland on 18 
November 1940. Undoubtedly the work for which the 
Walrus (affectionately known as the Shagbat) will be best 
remembered was air/sea rescue, serving in this role with Nos 
269, 275, 276, 277, 278, 281 and 282 Squadrons at stations 
in the United Kingdom, and with Nos 283, 284, 292 and 294 
Squadrons in the Middle East. Called out in any weather, 
day or night, Walrus air/sea rescue aircraft frequently 
alighted in enemy coastal waters to pick up ditched Allied 
airmen from their dinghies, sometimes putting down in 
minefields where rescue launches could not venture. With 
their curious pusher engine nacelle located between the 
wings (and angled off centre), the sight of a Walrus to a 
shotdown airman meant the difference between rescue and 
years in a prison camp. The Walrus was slowly replaced in 
service from 1944 onwards by the tractor Mercury-powered 
Sea Otter from the same stable, although No. 624 Squadron 
was re-formed at Grottaglie in Italy in December that year 
with Walrus aircraft for minespotting duties. A total of 740 
Walrus aircraft was built, production of the Walrus Mk I 
with metal-clad hull being terminated at Supermarine after 
287 had been completed; thereafter production was switched 
to Saunders-Roe who built 453 Walrus Mk II aircraft with 
wooden hulls before finally ending in January 1944.  

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supermarine_Walrus 

 
Production Details 
Design Company:  Supermarine Aviation Works (Vickers) 
Ltd 
Type Specification 
Applies to: Supermarine Walrus I 
Type: Single engined amphibian flying boat  
Wing: Equal span single bay biplane. Wing structure 
consists of two stainless steel spars, and a subsidiary 
structure of spruce and three-ply. Plywood leading edge and 
fabric covering
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Hull: Flat sided single step hull of anodically treated 
aluminium alloy 
Tail Unit: Monoplane type. Tailplane carried on top of fin 
built integral with hull. Tailplane elevators and rudder built 
of stainless steel spars and wooden ribs with fabric covering 
Landing Gear: Retractable type. In raised position wheels 
are housed in recesses in underside of lower wing  
Power Plant: One 750 hp Bristol Pegasus VI nine cylinder 
radial air cooled engine between the wings driving a four 
blade pusher airscrew. 
Accommodation: Bow cockpit with Scarff ring. Enclosed 
cockpit with pilot on left side. Detachable controls to right 
seat. Between pilots seats and front spar frame is navigators 
compartment. Between spar frames wireless compartment. 
Aft of wings is aft gunners cockpit with special gun mount 
Armament: Two Vickers K machine guns, one in bow and 
one amidships 
Dimensions 
Span: 45 ft 10 in 
Length: 37 ft 7 in 
Height: 15 ft 3 in 
Wing Area: 610 sq ft 
Weights 
Empty: 4,900 lb 
Loaded: 7,200 lb 
Performance 
Max Speed: 135 mph at 4,750 ft 
Max Rate of Climb: 1,050 ft per minute 
Service Ceiling: 18,500 ft 
Cruising Range: 600 miles 
Source: 
http://www.britishaircraft.co.uk/aircraftpage.php?ID=46 
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The pictures are from the July meeting at my house.  Frank 
was flying his little electric ornicopter in the parking lot 
behind my house. 

 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

 
Off we go into the wild blue yonder…. 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
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Until next month, 
   Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 

My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder… 
you can read all about this mystery 
ship in September’s issue of  
Contact… 
 
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
 
 

SEPTEMBER CLUB MEETING  
Monday 7:00 P.M.  09/15/08@Stahl American Legion Post 

 

CLUB PICNIC  
Saturday 10:00 A.M.  09/27/08 Chair: Chet Thayer 

Sunday 10:00 A.M. 09/28/08 Picnic Rain date 


