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UNOFFICIAL SEPTEMBER MEETING 
MINUTES  
Members In Attendance:  Joe Berry, John Gardiner, Frank 
McFoy, Elliot Smith, Mike Hunter, Frank Donnelly, Ron 
Becker, Tim Mihalski, Randy Weaver, Mike Sobieski, Frank 
DelCoglin 
Minutes: 
Show & Tell: 

·  Frank McFoy brought in his free-flight Flagship.  
Frank built this current craft from plans that he 
showed us at a meeting last year.  Frank remembers 
building his first Flagship back in 1941/1942 just 
before he entered the Navy.  He never saw the 
plane again and does not know what happened to 
in.  One unique feature of the model was the fact 
that the engine compartment could be removed 
from the plane.  This compartment contains the 
battery, receiver, fuel tank and throttle servo.  Of 
course the original model was a free flight model 
but Frank plans to make this one a RC Model.  He 
had servos in the plane for the rudder and elevator 
but they were not connected.  He plans to build an 
entirely new empennage and connect the controls.  
The model was covered in red, white and blue.  
Frank still wants to add some decals. 

Call to Order:  
·  President Ron Becker called the meeting to order at 

7:10 P.M.   
Reading of the Minutes: 

·  Mike Hunter summarized the minutes from the 
June.  The minutes were accepted as read. 

COMMITTEE Reports: 
·  Treasury Report:  Elliot Smith reported that the 

Club currently has $xx.xx in the treasury.  The most 
recent expenditure was $221 for fertilize.  Elliot 
also wrote a check for $250 for a Craftsman tractor 
with a 44” mower deck that Ron Becker purchased 
for the club.  Elliot reported he is getting ready for 
collecting 2009 dues.  He expects to invoice us as 
he did last year. 

·  Safety Report:  John Gardiner wanted to remind all 
pilots not to taxi their planes from the pits to the field.  The 
proper way is to carry the plane to the edge of the field.

MINUTES continued… 
·  Field Report:  There was no report.  

OLD Business 
·  All old business has been completed.  There is 

currently no activity underway for looking for a 
new flying site.  Also, there have been no 
discussions about any new arrangements with 
Ferraro.  The hills are still present and we do not 
expect them to be removed any time soon. 

NEW Business 
·  Ron Becker reported that Jerry Springer contacted 

him about whether the Lewes RC Club could 
borrow or purchase our Roller.  Jerry has retired 
and moved down state.  After consulting with club 
officers, Ron told Jerry that he and the Lewes RC 
Club could have the roller at no charge if they 
agreed to pick it up as is. 

·  Ron Becker reported that he has purchased a new 
Tractor/mower for the club for $250.00.  It is a 
Craftsman with a 44” mowing deck and other 
attachments.  This is to replace the John Deere 
mower that has not been running well the past few 
years.  Mike Sobieski reported that he might know 
a person who would buy the John Deere from us.  
Ron announced that any price would be acceptable 
to the club including the lowest possible price of 
“free”. 

·  We discussed the Porta-john.  Elliot will request 
that it be removed the end of October. 

·  Picnic:  The club picnic is scheduled for Saturday, 
September 27th (rain date Sunday the 28th).  Chet 
Thayer is coordinating the picnic.  H could not 
attend the meeting due to a prior commitment at 
Newark High.  Chet and Ron Becker will provide 
the major food items.  John Gardiner will provide 
paper products. Ron Becker requested that each 
member in attendance bring a dessert item and soft 
drinks (cans or 2 liter bottles).  Also, if each 
member could also provider a cooler or ice to keep 
the drinks cold that would be helpful.  There will be 
a fun fly as well.  Activity is scheduled to start at 
10:00 pm. 

·  Recruitment:  Joe Berry asked if we could get a notice 
posted at G-Force hobbies informing 
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 Established 1973 – An AMA Gold Leader Club 
              http://www.firststaterc.org 
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MINUTES continued… 
potential new pilots of a free RC introduction fight 
at the field.  Joe had a mock up of a previous 
announcement.  Tim is checking to see if he still 
has the electronic version. 

·  Telemaster:  Ron Becker suggested that we give 
the club Telemaster to Delaware RC for them to put 
up for auction at one of their upcoming events.  
This plane was built by John Stare.  Delaware RC 
could keep the proceeds as recognition of their 
contribution to our club in honoring John’s passing. 

THANK YOUs 
·  The club wants to express it appreciation to Joe 

Barry for arranging to have stone spread at the 
entrance and part of the drive to the parking area.  
This has been a very welcome improvement to the 
mud conditions that were created as a result of last 
year’s motocross event. 

·  A big Thanks to Craig Reynolds for providing the 
club with plane stands for most of the flight 
benches.    

Adjournment 
·  The meeting adjourned at 7:37 pm.  

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

 
 

Haak George 09/18/49 
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The Bellanca Cruisair Senior was a post-World War II 
general aviation aircraft with outstanding performance on 
relatively low engine power and a very modest price that 
appealed to private pilots. The performance and strength of 
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the aircraft also made it attractive for utility work. Although 
only about 600 were produced, because of the post-war 
depression in private aircraft sales, the aircraft remains 
popular today with the private pilots looking for a classic 
cabin monoplane. 

The Cruisair Senior had a good solid reputation of 
aeronautical excellence already established by Giuseppi 
Bellanca. It began in 1922 with the Bellanca C.F., a closed 
cabin monoplane that won several races but found no 
market. In 1927 Clarence Chamberlain, Charles Levine and 
Bert Acost flew the Bellanca monoplane Columbia non-stop 
from New York to Germany in June 1927, one month after 
Lindbergh's solo flight. Establishing a world's non-refueled, 
endurance record of 51 ½ hours. The subsequent Pacemaker 
and Skyrocket series were great successes and were 
followed by a series of custom-built airplanes and military 
designs in the 1930s.  

In 1936, Bellanca decided to turn his attention to 
smaller aircraft for the personal travel. He wanted to design 
a three-place cabin airplane that had a relatively fast cruise 
speed, benign stall characteristics, good low-speed control, 
and was capable of short-field take-off and landing. This 
design effort resulted in the low-wing Bellanca 14-9 Junior 
which later became the Cruisair Junior. The prototype 14-7, 
first flown in December 1937, had a 140 sq. ft wing area and 
a 70 hp engine and was therefore designated the 14-7. The 
1939 production models were offered in both fixed and 
retractable landing gear versions and were powered with a 
90 hp Ken Royce radial engine. This series of airplanes was 
perhaps one of Bellanca's most successful pre-war 
production airplanes and was the direct ancestor of NASM's 
Bellanca 14-13 airplane. With the demise of the small radial 
engine around 1940, Bellanca decided to install the flat 6-
cylinder engine being developed by Franklin Motors. The 
cabin was enlarged to become a four-place airplane and the 
addition of wing flaps and minor improvements in cockpit 
interiors resulted in the 1941 14-12 version of the airplane.  

Bellanca developed the model 14-12 in 1941, just 
before U.S. entry into World War II, but was delayed the 
design while performing military sub-contract work during 
the war for Fairchild and several other firms. The model 14-
12 was redesignated the model 14-13 in 1945 and ultimately 
included the newly developed 150 hp Franklin 6A4-150-B3 
engine that gave the Cruisair Sr. a remarkable cruise speed 
of 150 mph. It first flew in late 1945 and was officially 
shown in the fall of 1946 at the National Aircraft Show in 
Cleveland, Ohio, where it was enthusiastically received. 
Bellanca booked quite a few orders and also built a large 
number of Cruisairs on speculation to meet the perceived 
post-war boom, and although yearly sales did not meet 
expectations, Bellanca continued in the market until 1951.  
The Bellanca 14-13-2, which was an updated 14-13, first 
flew in 1948. It was a four-place low-wing cabin monoplane 
with a conventional tail wheel landing gear and retractable 
main gear. The tail configuration had fixed vertical fins at 
the tips of the horizontal stabilizer in addition to the 
conventional centreline mounted fin and rudder 
combination, a distinguishing characteristic for this class of 
airplane in that era. The fuselage and tail units were 
constructed of welded steel tubing and were fabric covered.
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The wings, famous for their structural rigidity, were of 

wood construction, covered with mahogany plywood, and 
finally covered with plastic-impregnated fabric. The ailerons 
and flaps were fabric covered. The cabin interior was plush 
with overhead radio speaker, map and glove compartments, 
ashtrays, assist ropes, landing lights etc. It had a moulded 
Plexiglas windshield, the cabin walls were lined with thin 
Fiberglas sheet, and the upholstery was mohair fabric 
trimmed in leather. The instrument panel was conventional 
with dual-wheel yokes and rudder pedals. The landing gear 
was manually retracted with 32 to 38 turns of what was 
jokingly called the "armstrong type" floor-mounted crank, 
although an optional electric drive was available for $325. It 
had toe operated hydraulic brakes and a full-swiveling, 
steerable tail wheel. The 150 hp Franklin engine installation 
included a 12-volt generator and battery system, an electric 
engine starter and an exhaust gas cabin heater system. The 
airplane came equipped with a fixed pitch Sensenich wood 
propeller or, as an extra cost option, a controllable pitch 
Aeromatic propeller could be substituted. The Cruisair's 
immediate successor, delivered in 1949, was the 190 hp 
Bellanca 14-19 Cruisemaster.  

Production ceased in 1951 but the type certificate 
passed to Northern Aircraft Inc. in 1956. Northern and 
subsequent companies, some using the Bellanca name, 
continued to build various Bellanca aircraft into the 1990s.  
http://www.russellw.com/planes/cruisemaster/history.htm 

�
Specifications (14-13-2) 
General characteristics 

·  Crew: one pilot  
·  Capacity: 3 passengers  
·  Length: 21 ft 4 in (6.5 m)  
·  Wingspan: 34 ft 2 in (10.42 m)  
·  Height: 6 ft 3 in (1.91 m)  
·  Gross weight: 2,150 lb (975 kg)  
·  Powerplant: 1 × Franklin 6A4-335-B3, 150 hp 

(112 kW)  
Performance 

·  Maximum speed: 165 mph (266 km/h)  
·  Range: 600 miles (970 km)  
·  Service ceiling: 16,000 ft (4,900 m)  

http://www.pilotfriend.com/aircraft%20performance/Bellanc
a/13.htm 
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A”statement” for 2009 club dues was mailed to 

each member on October 1st. It is now more important than 
ever that members pay their dues promptly.  Our 
membership is at an all time low and the costs associated 
with maintaining our field is at an all time high.  When all 
dues are paid we can finalize our budget for next year.  Dues 
should be paid by November 30. Mail checks to Elliott 
Smith, 2908 Mattahoon Rd, Wilmington, DE 19808 or pay 
them at the monthly meeting. 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
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��  by John O. Gardiner, Jr., 

Safety Officer 
The 2008 September issue of Model Aviation covers a 

very important top topic for those of you who have 
purchased a spread spectrum radio.  In particular a Futaba 
FASST system. Sometimes we have to discover things the 
hard way, as a story from Fred Dings II illustrates.  He 
wrote: 
“A friend crashed his airplane while using the Futaba 
FASST system.  He had been flying his Piper Club and then, 
without selecting the Chipmunk model on his system, took 
off and crashed his Chipmunk. “I investigated this and found 
that the Futaba system has no Model-Match feature as the 
JR/Spektrum system has.  You probably know all about this, 
but I have never heard of it or read it..” It’s safe to assume 
that if one pilot didn’t get the word, there must be others.  
The critical words in Fred’s message are “never heard of it 
or read about it.  If there was ever a good reason to read and 
study the manual for you radio, this is it! Fred’s note 
continued: “I have the Futaba FASST module in my 9ZAP 
WC-2 transmitter and four planes with Futaba 2.4 GHz 
receivers.  I linked all four receivers to my module as 
instructed and not, if I turn all four of my 2.4 GHz planes on, 
I can activate all the servos on all four models. 
 “Another friend has the JR system and when he turns on all 
of his 2.4 GHz models only the model whose memory has 
been selected will display any activity.  I don’t know how JR 
accomplishes this, but it sure is a good thing.” 
 The above appears on page 84.  Check and double check all 
settings before take-off. 

May Fun Fly Report 

 
Saturday, May 24th, 2008 turned out to be a cool sunny 

day with winds out of the WNW at 10 to 15. At our flying 
field that translates to a breezy cross wind adding an 
additional challenge to the events lined up for the day. 

There were 4 events: Delta D, Spot Landing, Timed 
Flight and an Obstacle Course. Eight people signed up to 
compete. 

The ‘Delta D” was flown first. The object was to climb 
for 10 seconds cut the throttle and land as fast as possible. 
Then climb again for 10 seconds cut the throttle and glide as 
long as possible. The larger the difference in time the more 
points earned. Larry Nowland’s “Uproar” far surpassed all 
the other planes in this event with its climb rate. Within 10

May Fun Fly Report continued… 
 seconds the Rossi powered Uproar was almost a dot in the 
sky. 

 
A Spot Landing was next on the agenda. The object 

was to score as many points as possible by making 3 
attempts to land (full stop) within a pattern of circles laid out 
on the field. Carl Carosino provided the excitement for this 
event. His first attempt was made using Ron Becker’s plane. 
As he glided by the circle he made a daring attempt to pull a 
180 about 10 feet above the ground. He just missed the outer 
circle cleaning off the landing gear in the process. 

 
The Timed Flight event proved to be very entertaining. 

The object was to fly and land as close as possible to 3 
minutes. During the flight the pilots were asked questions; 
the answers determined maneuvers to be flown.  
The questions were intended to be easy math calculations or 
multiple-choice answers. When putting the list together I 
made a mistake and instead of asking what’s 9 minus 6, it 
was written as 9 divided by 6. Chet Thayer happened to be 
the first one to get that question. Without missing a beat 
Chet replied 1.5. His answers were all correct and he went 
on to land within 1 second of the 3-minute target. At that 
point he turned toward the crowd and said, “Beat That”. In 
retrospect, maybe he should not have offered that challenge. 

Not to be out done Dick Steward went up and posted a 
3-mnute time. In addition, one of Dick’s questions was 
“What is the circumference of the earth at the equator?” 
Dick replied with the correct answer before hearing the 
choices. 
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May Fun Fly Report continued… 
The last event was the Obstacle Course. This was a timed 
event with 3 phases, each requiring a takeoff, performing a 
series of maneuvers, then landing and taxing the plane to a 
designated area. Ron Becker took 1st place in this event by a 
fairly large margin. The general feeling was he was in a 
hurry to run out to buy pizza for lunch. Being in such a 
hurry, he asked to be first in the event. He then quickly flew 
the pattern, rushed off to his car, and 30 minutes later 
returned with several boxes of pizzas. 

Chet Thayer took 1st place and won a $40 gift 
certificate to G-Force Hobbies. Ron Becker took 2nd and 
won a model stand built and donated by Tim Mihalski. Dick 
Steward won the raffle and received a $60 gift certificate to 
G-Force Hobbies. 

Thank you to all who helped and participated. Also, thanks 
to G-Force Hobbies for providing the generous gift 
certificates. 
Final Standings: 

1 Chet Thayer 
2 Ron Becker 
3 Frank Donnelly 
4 Larry Nowland 
5 Carl Carosino  
6 Dick Steward 
7 Buckley Brown 
8 Mike Hunter 

Submitted by… Frank Donnelly 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
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The club members gathered for a fun fly and picnic on 

Saturday morning, 10/4/08.  The picnic had been postponed 
from the previous weekend due to the inclement weather.  
The weather on Saturday was perfect.  The wind was about 5 
mph out of the north and the sun was shining most of the 
morning.  There were about 20 pilots and spectators in 
attendance for the festivities. 

The fun fly contests included a spot landing, a timed 
flight, and an obstacle course.  We had four 
participants: Buck Brown, President Ron Becker, Joe Berry, 
and Chet Thayer.  We started with the spot landing event.  
Chet came closest to the spot at 6 feet.  Ron was second 
at 19 feet.  Joe was third with 21 feet.  Second was the timed 
flight, the closest to 60 seconds was the winner.  The top 

#�����   continued… 
score was recorded by Ron with 54 seconds, second was 
Buck with 70 seconds and third was Joe with 49 
seconds.  The obstacle course was a timed event for a take-
off, 3 loops, touch-and-go landing, 3 rolls, and landing with 
a taxi to the spot on the field.  First was Buck with a 
remarkable time of 51 seconds, second was Ron with 62 
seconds, and third was Chet with 78 seconds.  After totaling 
the scores, Ron was first, Buck was second, Chet was third 
and Joe was fourth. Fortunately, member Frank Donnelly 
had made four trophy plaques as awards. 

After the flying events, everyone enjoyed burgers and 
hot dogs grilled by chef Kim Brown on the new gas grill 
purchased by our President.  After everyone had their hunger 
for dogs, burgers, brownies, and chocolate chip cookies, 
Chet presented the awards.  The presentation was recorded 
for posterity by Treasurer Elliot Smith. 

Everyone reported having a great time and are all 
looking forward to the next club gathering.  We all are 
betting that Buck will be the overall winner next time. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Chet 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

Flying pals.…. 
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Hey, what is it? 
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The lineup…. 
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The lucky… 
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And the not so lucky… 

To see more picnic photos courtesy of Elliott Smith… go 
to the following website link… 
http://adobe.kodakgallery.com/I.jsp?c=71c49z7b.5qltte7f&x
=0&y=-43qq00&localeid=en_US 

Pics from the Past… 
February Club Meeting 2004… 

 
February Club Meeting 2004… 

 
December Club Meeting 2004… 

 
            

Until next month, 
      Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 

My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder… you can read all about this mystery ship in October’s 
issue of  Contact…  

          

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
OCTOBER CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  10/20/08@ Stahl American Legion Post 

3 East Jackson Avenue, New Castle DE 
NOVEMBER CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  11/17/08@ Stahl American Legion Post 

3 East Jackson Avenue, New Castle DE 
Nominations for 2009 Club Officers 


