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UNOFFICIAL JUNE MEETING MINUTES  
Members In Attendance:  Joe Berry,  John Gardiner,  Randy 
Weaver, Bob Cyr, Mike Hunter, Tim Mihalski, Bill Mull, 
Chet Thayer, Mike Sobieski, Elliot Smith,  Brian Pasternak, 
Charlie Hruska, Jack Springer, Frank Donnelly, Patrick 
McCauley, Carl Carasino 
Minutes: 
Show & Tell: 

·  Bill Mull brought in his completed 1951 Bellanca 
Citabria.  Bill bought the plane at a swap meet in 
Seaford for $8.  It was an old kit, so Bill had to 
replace about 80% of the wood before he completed 
the construction.  He put a Magnum 52 four stroke on 
the plane and it fit the fiberglass cowling very nicely.  
The project took about eight months, and the results 
were extremely impressive.  Nice job Bill!   

Call to Order:  
·  President Chet Thayer called the meeting to order at 

7:40 P.M.   
Reading of the Minutes: 

·  Mike Hunter summarized the meeting minutes from 
May.  The meeting minutes were accepted as 
summarized. 

COMMITTEE Reports: 
·  Treasury Report:  Elliot Smith reported that we 

have $xx.xx  in our accounts with no outstanding 
bills.  This is more than we had in our accounts at the 
last meeting because Joe Berry returned some of the 
funds that we allotted to him for compensating the 
folks that helped level and roll the field.   

·  Safety Report:  There was no safety report.  
However, Chet Thayer did inform us that he sent an 
e-mail to John Kirchstein clarifying an incident that 
occurred two years ago regarding one of our planes 
that crashed on the Blue Diamond race site.  Also, 
Joe Berry wants to remind everyone flying both 72 
MHz and 2.4 GHz not to forget to extend their 
antenna when flying with the 72 MHz systems.   

·  Field Report:  There is no grass cutting schedule this 
year.  Members flying during weekdays will cut the grass as 
needed.  Bob Cyr and John Gardiner completed a table for the 
new charging station.  Frank Donnelly reported that we have 
all the necessary items to complete the stations except for a 
few odds and ends such as clamps for the battery.

MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
 Larry Nolan is in charge of building and completing 
the station.  There is no schedule as to when the 
charging station will be available. 

OLD Business 
·  Fun Fly:  Frank Donnelly reported the results from the 

club fun-fly held May 22nd.  Eight Pilots participated.  
The results of each event were as follows: 

o Altitude Flying:  1st – Charlie Hruska, 2nd – 
Mike Hunter, 3rd – Jason Thayer 

o Freight Delivery:  1st – Carl Carasino, Frank 
Donnelly, Jason Thayer 

o Timed Event:  Jason Thayer, Frank 
Donnelly, Carl Carasino 

The final overall standings were 1st – Jason Thayer, 
2nd – Carl Carasino, 3rd – Frank Donnelly, and 4th – 
Charlie Hruska.   

Finally, a big Thank You goes out to Frank 
Donnelly for arranging the activities for the second 
consecutive year and to Larry Nolan  for assisting 
Frank in conducting this year’s events.  

·  Blue Diamond:  All active, flying pilots in the First 
State RC Club need to get a Blue Diamond Pilot 
Membership.  The best way to get one is to go to 
Blue Diamond (MX Site) on Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday or Sunday and request a 
membership at the registration window.  This 
window is on the right side of the building when 
facing the Grill.  Membership to Blue Diamond is 
$60 and lasts for one year from the date of you 
initially getting the card.  If you do go to the 
registration window they will create the card for you 
when you pay. 

You can also get a membership card by seeing John 
Larouche at G-Force Hobbies and registering with him.  
However, you will have to go back later to get your 
card. 

New Business 
Club Helicopters:  Carl Carasino reported that we sold the 
larger of the two club helicopters for $225.  We still have an 
old Shuttle (.30 size) helicopter to use or sell.  Brian Pasternak 
said he would contact Delaware RC to see if they might be 
interested in it for parts.  He believes that Delaware RC has 
two Shuttles that they use for training. 
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 Established 1973 – An AMA Gold Leader Club 
              http://www.firststaterc.org 
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MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
·  Club Picnic:  The annual club picnic is scheduled 

before our next meeting.  Some coordination will be 
needed before the picnic.  Please look for more 
information that will be posted at the field and in a club 
wide e-mail. 

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 8:06 pm. 

 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Hunter 
Secretary 
First State R/C Club 
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 The Sopwith Camel was a British World War I single-
seat biplane fighter introduced on the Western Front in 1917. 
It had a combination of a short-coupled fuselage, heavy, 
powerful rotary engine and concentrated fire from twin 
synchronized machine guns. The Camel was credited with 
shooting down 1,294 enemy aircraft, more than any other 
Allied fighter in the First World War. 

Design and development 
Intended as a replacement for the Sopwith Pup,[1] the Camel 
prototype first flew on 22 December 1916, powered by a 110 
hp Clerget 9Z. Known as the "Big Pup" early on in its 
development, the biplane design was evolutionary more than 
revolutionary, featuring a box-like fuselage structure, an 
aluminum engine cowling, plywood-covered panels around 
the cockpit, and fabric-covered fuselage, wings and tail. Two 
.303 in (7.7 mm) Vickers machine guns were mounted directly 
in front of the cockpit, firing forward through the propeller 
disc with synchronization gear. A metal fairing over the gun 
breeches created a "hump" that led to the name Camel.[1] The 
bottom wing had dihedral but not the top, so that the gap 
between the wings was less at the tips than at the roots. 
Approximately 5,490 units were ultimately produced.[2] 
Unlike the preceding Pup and Triplane, the Camel was not 
considered pleasant to fly. The Camel owed both its extreme 
maneuverability and its difficult handling characteristics to the 
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placement of the engine, pilot, guns and fuel tank within the 
front seven feet of the aircraft, coupled with the strong 
gyroscopic effect of the rotary engine. The Camel soon gained 
an unfortunate reputation with student pilots. The Clerget 
engine was particularly sensitive to fuel mixture control, and 
incorrect settings often caused the engine to choke and cut out 
during takeoff. Many crashed due to mishandling on takeoff 
when a full fuel tank affected the center of gravity. In level 
flight, the Camel was markedly tail-heavy. Unlike the Sopwith 
Triplane, the Camel lacked a variable incidence tailplane, so 
that the pilot had to apply constant forward pressure on the 
control stick to maintain a level attitude at low altitude. 
However the machine could also be rigged in such a way that 
at higher altitudes it could be flown "hands off." A stall �
immediately resulted in a spin and the Camel was particularly 
noted for its vicious spinning characteristics. 

Operational history 

 
The type entered squadron service in June 1917 with No. 4 
Squadron of the Royal Naval Air Service, near Dunkirk. The 
following month, it became operational with No. 70 Squadron 
of the Royal Flying Corps. By February 1918, 13 squadrons 
were fully equipped with the Camel. 
The Camel proved to be a superlative fighter, and offered 
heavier armament and better performance than the Pup and 
Triplane. In the hands of an experienced pilot, its 
maneuverability was unmatched by any contemporary type. Its 
controls were light and sensitive. The Camel turned rather 
slowly to the left, which resulted in a nose up attitude due to 
the torque of the rotary engine. But the engine torque also 
resulted in the ability to turn to the right in half the time of 
other fighters,[3] although that resulted in more of a tendency 
towards a nose down attitude from the turn. Because of the 
faster turning capability to the right, to change heading 90° to 
the left, many pilots preferred to do it by turning 270° to the 
right. Agility in combat made the Camel one of the best-
remembered Allied aircraft of the First World War. It was said 
to offer a choice between a "wooden cross, red cross and 
Victoria Cross." [citation needed] Together with the S.E.5a, 
the Camel helped to wrest aerial superiority away from the 
German Albatros fighters. 
Major William Barker's Sopwith Camel (serial no. B6313, the 
aircraft in which the majority of his victories were scored,[4]) 
became the most successful fighter aircraft in the history of 
the RAF, shooting down 46 aircraft and balloons from 
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September 1917 to September 1918 in 404 operational hours 
flying. It was dismantled in October 1918. Barker kept the 
clock as a memento, but was asked to return it the following 
day. 
By mid-1918 the Camel was becoming limited by its slow 
speed and comparatively poor performance at altitudes over 
12,000 ft (3,650 m). However, it was then used as a ground-
attack and infantry support aircraft. During the German 
offensive of March 1918, flights of Camels harassed the 
advancing German Army, inflicting high losses (and suffering 
high losses in turn) through the dropping of 25 lb (11 kg) 
Cooper bombs and ultra-low-level strafing. The protracted 
development of the Camel's replacement, the Sopwith Snipe, 
meant that the Camel remained in service until the Armistice. 
In summer 1918 a 2F.1 Camel (N6814) was used in trials as a 
parasite fighter under Airship R23 

Sopwith Camel F.1 
·  Single-seat fighter aircraft.  
·  The main production version. Armed with twin 

synchronized Vickers guns. 

 
A Sopwith 2F1 Camel naval variant, flown by Flight Sub 
Lieutenant Stuart Culley when he shot down Zeppelin L 53, at 
the Imperial War Museum, London. Note non-standard 
armament of two Lewis guns in fixed, inaccessible mount over 
top wing  

Sopwith Camel 2F.1 
·  Shipboard fighter aircraft.  
·  Slightly shorter wingspan  
·  One Vickers gun replaced by an overwing Lewis gun  
·  Bentley BR1 as standard engine 

Sopwith Camel "Comic" Night fighter 
Pilot seat moved to rear. The twin Vickers guns were replaced 
with two Lewis guns firing forward over the top wing on 
Foster mountings. Served with Home Defence Squadrons 
against German air raids. The "Comic" nickname was of 
course unofficial, and was shared with the night fighter 
version of the Sopwith 1½ Strutter. 

F.1/1 
Version with tapered wings. 
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(Trench Fighter) T.F.1 
·  Experimental trench fighter.  
·  Downward angled machine guns  
·  Armour plating for protection 

(See also Sopwith Salamander) 
 
There are only seven authentic Sopwith Camels left in the 
world. 

·  One is in the Aerospace Education Center in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. 

·  One, restored to near-flying condition, is at the 
Brussels Air Museum Restoration Society (BAMRS) 
in Brussels, Belgium.  

·  A model F.1 (s/n B 7280) can be found at the Polish 
Aviation Museum. This Camel first flew in Royal 
Naval Air Service and then in the Royal Flying 
Corps. Two pilots who flew this aircraft shot down 
11 German planes in total.  

·  N6812, a William & Beardmore built 2F1 Camel, 
was flown by Flight Sub Lieutenant Stuart Culley on 
11 August 1918 when he shot down Zeppelin L 53, it 
is on display at the Imperial War Museum in 
London.[9]  

·  N8156 (RAF) is currently on display at the Canadian 
Aviation Museum. Manufactured in 1918 by Hooper 
and Company Ltd., Great Britain, it was purchased 
by the RCAF in 1924 and last flew in 1967. It is 
currently on static display.[10]. 

·  A Boulton & Paul built F1 F6314 is on display at the 
Milestone of Flight exhibition at the Royal Air Force 
Museum, London.[11] Painted to represent an aircraft 
coded B of No. 65 Squadron RAF.[12] 
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Specifications (F.1 Camel) 
General characteristics 

·  Crew: 1  
·  Length: 18 ft 9 in (5.71 m)  
·  Wingspan: 26 ft 11 in (8.53 m)  
·  Height: 8 ft 6 in (2.59 m)  
·  Wing area: 231 ft² (21.46 m²)  
·  Empty weight: 930 lb (420 kg)  
·  Loaded weight: 1,455 lb (660 kg)  
·  Powerplant: 1× Clerget 9B 9-cylinder Rotary 

engine, 130 hp (97 kW)  
·  Zero-lift drag coefficient: 0.0378 
·  Drag area: 8.73 ft² (0.81 m²)  
·  Aspect ratio: 4.11 

Performance 
·  Maximum speed: 115 mph (185 km/h)  
·  Stall speed: 48 mph (77 km/h)  
·  Range: 300 mi ferry (485 km)  
·  Service ceiling: 21,000 ft (6,400 m)  
·  Rate of climb: 1,085 ft/min (5.5 m/s)  
·  Wing loading: 6.3 lb/ft² (30.8 kg/m²)  
·  Power/mass: 0.09 hp/lb (150 W/kg)  
·  Lift-to-drag ratio : 7.7 

Armament 
Guns: 2× 0.303 in (7.7 mm) Vickers machine guns �

Notable appearances in media 
The Camel appears in literature and popular media as: 

·  One of the aircraft flown by Canadian pilot Arthur 
Roy Brown in the 2008 movie The Red Baron.  

·  The single-seater scout flown by the Royal Flying 
Corps Squadron in the semi-autobiographical, First 
World War air combat book Winged Victory written 
by Victor Maslin Yeates.  

·  The fighter flown by Biggles in the novels by W.E. 
Johns during the character's spell in 266 squadron 
during the First World War. He also wrote a book, 
The Camels Are Coming.  

·  The "plane" of Snoopy in the Peanuts comic strip, 
when he imagines himself as a First World War 
flying ace and the nemesis of the Red Baron. 

 
·  The type of aircraft flown in the First World War by 

John and Bayard Sartoris in William Faulkner's Flags 
in the Dust. [18] 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sopwith_Camel

 
 

McFoy, Frank 07/01    Hunter, Michael 08/18 
Becker, Ron 07/06    Gardiner, Jr., John 08/25 
Berry, Joe 07/14    Hauff, Tom 08/25 
Smith, Elliott 07/17    Brown, Kim 08/29 
Carosino, Carl 07/27    Haak, George 09/18 

      Thayer, Chet       07/30      
******************************************** 
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Courtesy of Delaware RC Newsletter: 
This month, I want to pass on sources of valuable information 
that might make the hobby a little easier to pursue. 
AMA has a wide range of information available to members 
and the general public, thru the web. 
Sport Aviator http://masportaviator.com/ is an on-line 
magazine (e-zine) that has a lot of information for beginners 
and old timers returning to the hobby, as well as lots of 
reviews and tips for the modeler. 
The AMA Insider 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/insider/index.html is the national 
newsletter. It is intended for Newsletter Editors and 
Club Officers, but there’s always a few tips and tricks included. 
AMA Today 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/publications/AMA_Today.asp 
x is a general newsletter that you can subscribe to and receive 
by Email. There are interesting news and AMA related 
information and links to lots more stuff. 
Hey, it’s something to read when the weather is bad and 
you don’t have the urge to build! 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Editor’s Note: 
Sorry this issue is soooo late… I’ll try to do better in the future! The 
October issue is not far behind…. 
 
 
            

Until next month, 
      Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 

My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder… you can read all 
about this mystery ship in the October issue of 
Contact… 
 
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
 

JULY AND AUGUST – NO CLUB MEETINGS  
 

SEPTEMBER CLUB MEETING AND PICNIC  
Saturday 10:00 A.M. 09/18/10 Club Picnic Chair: Chet Thayer 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 09/20/10 Club Meeting @ Stahl American Legion Post  
Saturday 10:00 A.M. 09/25/10 Club Picnic (Raindate) Chair: Chet Thayer 
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