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UNOFFICIAL SEPTEMBER MEETING

MINUTES
Members In Attendance Joe Berry, John Gardiner, Elliot
Smith, Mike Hunter, Frank Donnelly, Ron Becker, klik
Sobieski, Carl Witt, Jack Springer, George Sheigénl
Minutes:
Show & Tell:
Elliot Smith brought in some surplus projector lense
He gave each person in attendance a lens. These
lenses make excellent eye loupes.
Call to Order:
President Ron Becker called the meeting to order at
7:03 P.M.
Reading of the Minutes
Mike Hunter summarized the minutes from the
September meeting. The minutes were accepted al
summarized.
COMMITTEE Reports:
Treasury Report: Elliot Smith reported that the
Club currently has $xx.xx in the treasury. This
includes dues payments for 2009. Elliot reported t
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about 40% of the 2008 members have paid their dues.

Members are reminded that we would like dues paid
by the end of November. You can pay them by
returning the invoice Elliot sent to each member by
mail or at next month’s meeting.

Recent expenditures include: $250.00 for the

Craftsman Tractor, two payments for the Port-a-John

($87.00 and $93.95), $42.00 for food for the picnic
and $127.38 for a gas grill (used at the picnic).
Safety Report: Some members are still not carrying
their planes to the airfield but are setting thptémes
down in front of the plane table and taxing their
planes onto the field. Also, some pilots are
wandering out onto the field while flying. All pils
are reminded they must stand behind the vegetatio
barriers while flying.

THANK YOUs:

0 Thanks to Frank Donnelly for creating and
providing the Fun Fly award certificate for
the recent Picnic / Fun Fly

Thanks to Chet Thayer for arranging the picnic famd
fly. Chet also wanted to thank everyone that teblien with
the event.
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MINUTES continued..
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OLD Business

All old business has been completed.

NEW Business

Delaware RC will be sponsoring a table November
8" at Shue Middle School. If you have anything that
you want to sell or auction please let Ron Becker o
Joe Berry know. Chet Thayer had a number of items
at the meeting including his Astro Hog that he has
flown regularly at the field that will be put uprfeale
or action at the event in November.
We accepted nominations for the 2009 officer
positions. The following nominations were made and
seconded at the meeting:

President: Ron Becker, Mike

Hunter, Chet Thayer

Vice-President: John Gardiner,

Frank Donnelly

Secretary: Mike Hunter

Treasurer: Elliot Smith
Elections will be held at November’s Meeting. Club
members can submit additional nominations to club
officers. Also, additional nominations can be made
at next month’s meeting prior to the vote.
Delaware Enduro Race: Apparently there will be a
motor-cross race around our flying site the third
weekend in November. It is unclear whether it will
be Saturday or Sunday. During this event last year
the entrance and some of our driveway and parking
areas were heavily damaged. We have since repaired
much of this damage by getting and spreading stones
but there is a possibility that there could be et
what occurred last year. Ron Becker will stop aater
Blue Diamond and inquire about the plans for this
year. Also, another option would be to clear our
brush along the opposite side of the field and tfine
bikers a path to use between the hills and owl fisl
was done during past races.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 7:29 pm.
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Beginning at the October Club meeting
nominations for the Club’s 2009 Officers
will be accepted. Nominations will also be
accepted and elections will be held during
November’s Club meeting. So if you want to nominate
someone, please clear it with the person firstige$obmitting
his/her name and get it to one of the OfficerstbenClub
members if you can't attend the October meeting.thase
Club Members not able to attend this November’'stmgea
ballot for mail-in votes will be included in the Member issue
of Contactexcept from the Club by-laws....

ARTICLE 3: ELECTIONS AND TERMS OF OFFICE
1. All elected officers of the Club shall serve fore (1) year
from date of election. Officers are to be electgdlvote of
simple majority of those present at the regulartmgen the
month of November. Mail-in ballots will be made dahble
for those members who have voting rights but caattend
the meeting. Those ballots, returned by mail befoee
November meeting, will be counted as if those pessgere
present at the meeting. New officers will take afi
immediately after the November meeting. Personiiiébe
appointed by the elected officers and confirmed lsymple
majority vote of those members present during alegg
meeting: i.e. Newsletter Editor, Contest Directic.
2. Nomination of Club officers shall be made at dleeeral
membership meeting during the month of October.
Nominations for office may be made by any activalCl
member holding voting rights, either in person pr b
submitting a proxy nomination to an existing officAll
known nominations for office will be published imet
newsletter prior to the election.
3. A secret ballot is required for elections, femoval of a
Club officer, a member of the Board of Directonsd dor
expulsion of a member from the Club unless waivwed b
simple majority vote of the members present antketing.
<> <S> <SS <S> <> <> <> <>

George Shertenlieb 10/02
John Kirchstein 10/10
Buckley Brown 10/30
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except from the Club by-laws....

3. Dues are $60.00 per year for A.M.A. Open membats
$25.00 for A.M.A. Youth members (those not 19 bly 1.
Members age 65 or older by July 1 will be asse$8&d00.
No dues are assessed for Junior members whenat pare
guardian holds an Open Club membership.

4. All dues are payable in advanceNgvember 30 of each
year. Members who do not pay their dues by Decer@ber
will be listed in the January newsletter. Any mensbgho do
not pay their dues by January 31 will be droppedhfthe

Club membership.
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. 5 Dues for new members joining prior to Septembeililbe

for the full year amount. Dues for members joindtpr
September 1 will be prorated at $6.00 per montteémh
month remaining in that year.
6. Members dropped from the Club for non-paymerduzs
may be reinstated after paying the annual duestp&$10.00
late fee.
Mail to Elliott Smith, 2908 Mattahoon Road, Wilmiieg, DE
19808
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The Abrams P-1 Explorer was a United States purpose-
designedherial photographgnd survey aircraft that first flew
in Novemberl937. It was designed by aerial survey pioneer
Talbert Abramdo best suit his needs for a stable aircraft with
excellent visibility for this kind of work. TalberTed to his
friends, had purchased a WWI plane called a Jeoinyde in
his early aerial photography work.

This single, front engined airplane created many
problems for good scientific photography. It wasated to be
very nimble in the air it was not made for staltée flight.

The engine leaked oil which would flow under theegift and
get on the camera lens. The engine was noisy &nddise
flowed back into the cockpit making conversatiofficlilt. He
conceived a plane with a wide wing span to be rstable
with a rear engine to keep the camera clear. Heedaan delta
type wing so side vision was possible. He hired éngineers
Kenneth Ronan and Andrew Edward Kunzul in Marshall,
Michigan who drew plans and began constructiomédid
Page Brothers Buggy Company factory.

Ronan and Kunzul operated an aeronautical repiost
at the Marshall airfield. Ronan was in the firsaduating class
of aeronautical engineering from the UniversityMi€higan.
Careful planning and ten months of constructiordpoed an
airplane capable of more efficient and economieaibh
photography.

To create the clear nose, so the pilot had unatistiu
view, he called in the German company of Rohm aadd{
creators of plexiglas. With a wooden, male modetaxth
window pane, the plexiglas was clamped in a fraraehiike
a window frame. Then heated until it began to sags
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pushed down by two workers holding the frame uhtilas
molded to the wooden model.

The plexiglas could then be trimmed and mountetién
frame work. When the Explorer came back for reskonait
was those panels which had been heated which sarthe
years as clear as when new. However through sooseab
during disassembly they were destroyed.

It was a low-wingmetalmonoplanewith twin boomsand
a centrahacellefor the pilot and camera equipment. The poc
nose section was extensively glazed andtigher propeller
wascowled-in Theundercarriagevas fixed and of tricycle
configuration.

The Marshall Chronicle of November 25, 1937 carried
the story on page one. The Explorer flew the firat on
November 20, 1937 from Brooke Field in Marshall.

The Quarterly Journal of the American Society of
Photogrammetry said, "this new craft is so uniquddsign as
to resemble the mythical creation of a '‘Buck Roggrace
ship of the year 2040". Vol lll, number 4, Oct-DE237.

The airplane was in the Sunday newspaper cartoipn st
of 'Smilin' Jack' in February 1941. The cigaretiepany
Wings reproduced its image in a color trading card.

Ted tried to interest the movie industry since WWI
movies were popular and he tried to interest tHaamy. It
seems the military sources simply took the idethefclear
nose and offered it to other aircraft company. ERplorer
windows were the first to be formed on a compouwny& in
history.

Originally powered with a 330 hp engine and a two
bladed propeller it was sent back to Ronan & Kunaul
increase the horsepower to 450, which requireddsréx be
added from the wing top to the fuselage and theleddh three
bladed propeller. Ted thought the increase horsepawuld
bring a buyer to his airplane.

World War llinterrupted Abram's work, and the single
aircraft built was put into storage for the durataf the war.
Obsolete by the end of the conflict, it was donatethe US
National Air and Space Museuim1948 where it remains
todayawaiting restoration.

In 1968 a number of aviation friends met for lunch
including Jim Linn who worked at Abrams Aerial Sey He
mentioned the Explorer and no one in the room feaddof it
except one. Ron Dietz, who was a student pildbattime,
went to his car and returned with the May issuthefPrivate
Pilot magazine. Here was a big story with photothef
aircraft.

The idea began that perhaps it was time for Lansirdp
something for Mr. Abrams, who often provided finahc
support when asked. Ellis Hammond, President of the
Michigan Aerospace Educational Association and Ruatz,
engineer at Oldsmobile Division of General Motatscided
to put some time and money into the project.

Having worked with the Smithsonian's National Aida
Space Museum's Assistant Director Don Lopez, truadt
was released. In January 1975 the Explorer flevitferdast
time. In the belly of a Michigan National Guard ©18
arrived at Capitol City Airport in Lansing.

The aircraft was moved to a state owned hanger were

Dietz was in charge of careful photography befarg a
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disassembly was done. He carefully made tracingdl ttie
lettering so they could be faithfully redone at émal of the
project.

The wings were sent to Montcalm Community College
were they were carefully stripped, cleaned, repgdliind
recovered with silver painted fabric. The instrutsgranels
and controls were disassembled and restored bpMtz's
colleagues at Oldsmobile.

The aircraft was physically moved to the Lansing
Community College aviation program where | lostiylai
contact with it. During a visit to the airport Harand and
Dietz lamented at the lack of attention and thetsige of
restoration work versus repair work on the aircraftey
agreed to cancel their support of the airplane ti¢h
Smithsonian and suggested it was best for all te tiae plane
returned. In 1981 the Lansing Community Collegekru
driving school took the plane back to Silver Hillaryland
were it is today.

Specifications (P-1 Explorer)
General characteristics
- Crew: One, pilot

Capacity: One passenger

Length: 26 ft 6 in (8.3 m)

Wingspan: 36 ft 8 in (11.7 m)

Height: 6 ft 4 in (1.9 m)

Wing area: 200 ft2 (18.58 m?)

Empty weight: 2,100 Ib (1,067 kg)

Max takeoff weight: 3,400 Ib (1,545 kg)

Powerplant: 1x Wright R-97%-1 9-cylinder air-

cooledradial enginge365 hp (272 kW)
Performance

Maximum speed 194 knots (223 mph, 360 km/h)

Range 1,210 nm (1,400 miles, 2,240 km)

Service ceiling21,000 ft (6,402 m)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abrams_P-1 Explorer
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Before you know it, the Holidays will be

upon us! Better get that Santa’s List

@ by ready so you'll find that special RC item
il under your tree Christmas morning!
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Until next month,
Tim Mihalski, Editor

My E-Mail Address:
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET
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2009 First State R/C Club Officer Election Ballot

Club Member Signature:

President Ron Becker Mike Hunter  Chet Thayer

Write-in:

VP: John Gardiner _Frank Donnelly Secretary: Mike Hunter
Write-in: Write-in:

Treasurer: Elliott Smith

Write-in:

Circle the nominee your wish to vote for or write-n someone and sign your ballot! Unsigned ballots
will not be counted for obvious reasons!

2009 PROXY BALLOT

Some Club Members may not have the opportunibttend the November Club meeting and therefore missn the
voting process. This proxy ballot is provided sattyou can indicate your absentee vote for 2009 Cificers as well as afford
the opportunity to write-in additional nomineedlie spaces provided. A simple signature on yourgrat a method to get the
proxy ballot in the hands of the Executive ComneitfeddS Mail or get it to someone who will be atterglthe meeting) prior to the

November meeting vote is all you need do to expyess wishes.

FOLD HERE, STAPLE OR TAPE AND ADD STAMP

Elliott Smith
2908 Mattahoon Road
Wilmington, DE 19808
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder... you can re#ichbout this mystery ship in
November’s issue of Contact...

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...

NOVEMBER CLUB MEETING
Monday 7:00 P.M. 11/17/08@ Stahl American LegioRost
3 East Jackson Avenue, New Castle DE

Nominations/Elections for 2009 Club Officers
11/30/08 Club 2009 Membership Dues Deadline

DECEMBER CLUB MEETING

Monday 7:00 P.M. 12/15/08 Stahl American Legiondst
3 East Jackson Avenue, New Castle DE

Installation of 2009 Club Officers

Timothy |. Mihalski, Editor
First State R/C AMA # 1256
13 Jacqueline Drive
Hockessin, DE 19707-1008




