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UNOFFICIAL SEPTEMBER MEETING 
MINUTES  
Members In Attendance:  Mike Sobieski, Mike Hunter, 
Frank Donnelly, Joe Berry,  Ron Becker, Frank McFoy, Bill 
Mull, John Gardiner, Chet Thayer, Elliot Smith, Jerry Dolbow, 
Jack Springer, Charles Hruska 
Minutes: 
Show & Tell: 
·  There were no show and tell presentations. 
Call to Order:  
·  President Ron Becker called the meeting to order at 7:00 

P.M.  
Reading of the Minutes: 
·  Mike Hunter read the minutes from the June meeting.  

The minutes were accepted as read by vote of the members 
present. 

Thank Yous: 
·  A big THANK YOU to Craig Reynolds, Joe and Irene for 

cutting the grass this summer.   
·  Thanks to Chet Thayer for coordinating the club picnic 

held September 19th at the field.   
COMMITTEE Reports: 
·  Treasury Report:  Elliot Smith reported the club has 

$xx.xx in our accounts.  There will be some final 
expenditure for the picnic and last two months for the Port-
a-John.   

·  Safety Report:   
o Flight Safety 

�  The club has recently enjoyed a resurgence of buddy 
box training.  While there is a tendency to allow 
trainees some time to recover from correctable 
situation, instructors should take immediate control 
whenever a training pilot flies over the pits. 

�  Individual flyers who lose control of their planes should 
immediately warn everyone in the flying area with a 
LOUD verbal alert as many people in the pit area are 
not necessarily aware of what is happening in the air. 

o Field Safety 
�  Motor Vehicle 

When entering or exiting the field to or from Route 9, travel at 
a reasonable speed.  With the overgrowth near the entrance, 
cars can be coming from either direction.  Also when traveling 
on the dirt road within the complex also travel at a slow speed.

MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
·  When driving on the dirt road, exercise extreme 

caution.  Field maintenance personnel may be exiting 
from the growth at any time.  Additionally, flyers 
may be transporting planes and other equipment. 

·  When turning your vehicle around for parking or 
backing out to leave, be cautious.  Your fellow flyers 
safety should be your first concern. 

�  Fire 
·  The 55 gallon metal drum is for disposing of all 
previous fire ash.  Do not spread the ashes on the 
ground as they may still be hot and rekindle a brush 
fire.The 55 gallon metal drum is not a trash can.  Please 
do not put any trash of any kind in the drum.  Over the 
summer the drum has accumulated a large variety of 
trash from coffee cups to fast food bags, plastic water 
bottles, etc.  Please remember that we have no facilities 
for handling trash so anything that you bring to the field 
you must take it with you when you leave.  Cooperation 
with this matter will be greatly appreciated. 

·  If you should build a fire in the provided grill, please 
exercise extreme caution.  Watch the wind direction to 
prevent smoke from blowing into the sight of pilots that 
might have planes in the air.  Always take into 
consideration the potential for flames to extend to the 
wooden fence and/or overhanging brush that could 
ignite if the grill is too close to them.  Always place the 
lid on the grill when leaving for the day.  

·  Field Report:  The field is in pretty good shape.  We 
did have to install new belts on both mowers.  Also the 
Craftsman mower needed a new starter solenoid.  We 
will need to change the oil and sharpen the blades on 
both mowers this fall.     

OLD Business 
·  Greggo and Farraro Field Use Charges:  There has 

been no news on a field usage fee from Greggo and 
Farraro.  Ron Becker has left messages with them, but 
he has not been contacted by them since his latest 
inquiries. 

New Business 
Trainer Maintenance:  Joe Berry requested that the club 
budget $200 per year to maintain our trainers, radios and 
buddy box systems.  Our trainers have recently been working 
with many new recruits and 
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MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
having these systems (Planes, Radio and compatible 
Buddy radio) is proving to be a great selling point for 
our club.  It was decided that for this year Joe get the 
needed items (batteries, etc.) and give the receipts to 
Elliot for reimbursement.  When the budget is set up for 
next year we will include and item for maintaining the 
training systems.  The exact amount will be determined 
when we know what our projected income will be.  Ron 
Becker will also explore the AMA program that also 
lends assistance to training new pilots. 

·  Field Maintenance (2009 – 2010):  Joe Berry 
recommended that we not do anything to the field this 
year regarding the grass.  In talking with Kim Brown 
the recommendation would be to put pre-emergent crab 
grass herbicide on the field in the early spring.  Joe did 
recommend that we work with the people that removed 
the bushed on the west side of field and experiment 
with a field leveling technique where rail road rails are 
dragged along the field with top soil that is reported to 
help smooth the field.  Since this would be 
experimental in nature there would be no charge.  We 
can then determine the results and think about doing the 
entire field once we assess the results.  If we do this we 
should do it the later part of October.   
 We decided to keep the Port-a-John on site until the 
end of October. 

Dues Structure:  Given the possibility of being charged a 
field usage fee we had a discussion regarding the possibility of 
changing our dues structure.  Elliot reported that thirteen or 
our 32 members now pay a senior dues rate of $35.  Given 
what looked like possible short-falls in revenue this past year 
we had discussed possibly removing this beneficial rate or 
changing rates in other ways.  Several different plans were 
discussed but given that we did not experience any monetary 
difficulties this year we decided to leave the dues structure as 
is.  We will revisit this topic when and if we end up having to 
cover some type of field usage fee from Greggo & Ferraro or 
if any unknown expenses come up. 
Adjournment 

·  The meeting adjourned at 7:48 pm.  
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Hunter 
Secretary 
First State R/C Club 
 
 
 

50-50 Glide Off 
·  Rather than have a 50-50 at the end of the meeting we 

conducted and balsa glider landing contest with each 
landing attempt costing $2 (3 attempts for $5).  The 
closest to the pre-designated land target would win the 
50-50. Frank Donnelly was the winner landing a quarter 
of an inch from the target.  Congratulations Frank.  
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 Beginning at the October Club meeting, 
nominations for the Club’s 2010 Officers 
will be accepted. Nominations will also be 
accepted and elections will be held during 

November’s Club meeting. So if you want to nominate 
someone, please clear it with the person first before submitting 
his/her name and get it to one of the Officers or other Club 
members if you can’t attend the October meeting. For those 
Club Members not able to attend this November’s meeting, a 
ballot for mail-in votes will be included in the November issue 
of Contact. excerpt from the Club by-laws…. 
ARTICLE 3: ELECTIONS AND TERMS OF OFFICE  
1. All elected officers of the Club shall serve for one (1) year 
from date of election. Officers are to be elected by a vote of 
simple majority of those present at the regular meeting in the 
month of November. Mail-in ballots will be made available 
for those members who have voting rights but cannot attend 
the meeting. Those ballots, returned by mail before the 
November meeting, will be counted as if those persons were 
present at the meeting. New officers will take office 
immediately after the November meeting. Personnel will be 
appointed by the elected officers and confirmed by a simple 
majority vote of those members present during a regular 
meeting: i.e. Newsletter Editor, Contest Director, etc.  
2. Nomination of Club officers shall be made at the general 
membership meeting during the month of October. 
Nominations for office may be made by any active Club 
member holding voting rights, either in person or by 
submitting a proxy nomination to an existing officer. All 
known nominations for office will be published in the 
newsletter prior to the election.  
3. A secret ballot is required for elections, for removal of a 
Club officer, a member of the Board of Directors, and for 
expulsion of a member from the Club unless waived by a 
simple majority vote of the members present at the meeting. 
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George Shertenlieb 10/02 
John Kirchstein 10/10 
Buckley Brown 10/30 
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excerpt from the Club by-laws…. 
3. Dues are $60.00 per year for A.M.A. Open members and 
$25.00 for A.M.A. Youth members (those not 19 by July 1). 
Members age 65 or older by July 1 will be assessed $35.00. 
No dues are assessed for Junior members when a parent or 
guardian holds an Open Club membership. 
4. All dues are payable in advance by November 30 of each 
year. Members who do not pay their dues by December 31 
will be listed in the January newsletter. Any members who do 
not pay their dues by January 31 will be dropped from the 
Club membership. 
5 Dues for new members joining prior to September 1 will be 
for the full year amount. Dues for members joining after 
September 1 will be prorated at $6.00 per month for each 
month remaining in that year. 
6. Members dropped from the Club for non-payment of dues 
may be reinstated after paying the annual dues plus the $10.00 
late fee. 
Mail to Elliott Smith, 2908 Mattahoon Road, Wilmington, DE 
19808 
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The Aquila AT01 is a modern light aircraft built in Germany 
carrying 2 passengers and motorized by a rotax 912S engine 
(100 hp). The airplane can fly at a cruising speed of 120 to 
130 mph. 

Specifications (AT01) 
General characteristics 

·  Crew: 1 instructor, 1 trainee 
·  Length: 7.30 m (23 ft 11 in) 
·  Wingspan: 10.30 m (33 ft 9 in) 
·  Height: 2.40 m (7 ft 10 in) 
·  Wing area: 10.50 m² (113 ft²) 
·  Empty weight: 505 kg (1,110 lb) 
·  Gross weight: 750 kg (1,653 lb) 
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Performance 

·  Maximum speed: 305 km/h (190 mph) 
·  Range: 1,200 km (750 miles) 
·  Service ceiling: 6,100 m (20,000 ft) 
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Before you know it, the Holidays will be 
upon us! Better get that Santa’s List 
ready so you’ll find that special RC item 
under your tree Christmas morning! 
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Until next month, 
   Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 

My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder… you can 
read all about this mystery ship in November’s 
issue of Contact…  
���  
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
 

NOVEMBER CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  11/16/09@ Stahl American Legion Post 

3 East Jackson Avenue, New Castle DE 
Nominations/Elections for 2010 Club Officers 
11/30/09 Club 2010 Membership Dues Deadline 

DECEMBER CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  12/21/09 Stahl American Legion Post 

3 East Jackson Avenue, New Castle DE 
Installation of 2010 Club Officers  


