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UNOFFICIAL OCTOBER MEETING 
MINUTES  
Members In Attendance:  Mike Hunter, Frank Donnelly, Joe 
Berry,  Ron Becker, Frank McFoy, Bill Mull, John Gardiner, 
Chet Thayer, Elliot Smith, Jack Springer 
Guests:  Betty Smith, Bob Cyr (new member), Stahl Post 
Venture Crew (Affiliated with Boy Scouts of America)   
Minutes: 
Show & Tell: 

·  Frank Donnelly brought in a new twin engine 
Cox/Estes Dualists.  This model weighs in at 11 lbs 
and has pneumatic retracts.  It was powered by two 
OS. 46 2 stroke engines.  Interestingly, the plane was 
an ARF, but Frank removed the covering and 
finished the fuselage in fiberglass.  Frank is not sure 
when he plans to fly it, but it should be a real treat to 
see this bird fly.  Frank also gave his presentation to 
the Stahl Post Venture Crew that is affiliated with the 
Boy Scouts of America.  However, this organization 
does include both boys and girls and their main 
objective is to learn some area of expertise and then 
teach it to other boys and girls. 

·  Frank McFoy brought in a trainer model that he 
repaired and brought up to flying condition.  He got 
the model at an auction and reported that it crashed 
once.  He was not sure what kind of model it was but 
some members thought it was a Goldberg Falcon 56 

·  Chet Thayer brought in a birthday gift (Silver Bullet 
micro RC Helicopter) that his son gave him.   Chet 
gave a brief flying demonstration. 

Call to Order:  
·  President Ron Becker called the meeting to order at 

7:15 P.M.  
Reading of the Minutes: 

·  Reading of the September meeting minutes was 
waived by unanimous vote of the member present. 

COMMITTEE Reports: 
Treasury Report:  Elliot Smith reported the club has $xx.xx 
in our accounts.  There will be one final expenditure for the 
Port-a-John that will be removed the end of October.  
Members are reminded that Elliot will invoice current active 
members for their 2010 dues.  Members are encouraged to pay 
as soon as we can so that we can finalize the 2010 budget.

MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
·  Safety Report:  John Gardiner and Chet Thayer 

reported that they suspect low voltage caused the 
crash of Chet’s Super Sportster.   They have no 
evidence to determine exactly what caused the crash, 
but Chet reported losing elevator control.    

·  Field Report:  Regular grass cutting of the field has 
stopped. 

OLD Business 
There was no old business. 

New Business 
·  Trainer Maintenance Budget:  Joe Berry made a 

motion that we budget $200 per year to maintain our 
trainers, radios and buddy box systems.   The motion 
was seconded and passed by unanimous vote by the 
members present.  Elliot will include this in the 
budget that will be submitted in January.  At that time 
a final vote on the budget will be conducted.  If Joe 
or any of the other trainers have expenses regarding 
our training equipment that they incurred this year 
they should submit the receipts to Elliot Smith for 
payment.  

·  2010 Officer Nominations:  Nominations for 2010 
officers were accepted at follows: 
Secretary:  Mike Hunter 
Treasurer:  Elliot Smith 
Vice President: John Gardiner, Frank Donnelly 
President:  Chet Thayer 
Additional candidates can be nominated anytime 
before the vote is conducted at November’s meeting.  
This means candidates can be nominated at the 
November meeting before the votes.  

Adjournment 
·  The meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.  

 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Hunter 
Secretary 
First State R/C Club 
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 Established 1973 – An AMA Gold Leader Club 
              http://www.firststaterc.org 
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Antonov An-2 

The Antonov An-2 was designed to meet a 1947 Soviet 
requirement for a replacement for the Polikarpov Po-2 which 
was used in large numbers as both an agricultural aircraft and 
a utility aircraft. Antonov designed a large single bay biplane 
of all-metal construction, with an enclosed cockpit and a cabin 
with room for seats accommodating twelve passengers. The 
first prototype, designated SKh-1, and powered by a Shvetsov 
ASh-21 radial engine, flew on 31 August 1947. The second 
prototype was fitted with a more powerful Shvetsov ASh-62 
engine, which allowed the aircraft's payload to be significantly 
increased from 1,300 kg (2,870 lb) to 2,140 kg (4,720 lb), and 
this form it was ordered into production.[4] 

By 1960 the USSR had produced over 5,000 units. Since 
1960, most An-2s have been built at Poland's WSK factory in 
Mielec, with over 13,000 made there before full production 
ended in 1991. Limited production from parts stocks, as well 
as spares and maintenance coverage continued until 2001, 
when 4 aircraft were produced for Vietnam[5]. China also 
builds the An-2 under license as the Shijiazhuang Y-5. 

 The An-2 was designed as a utility aircraft for use in 
forestry and agriculture. However, the basic airframe is highly 
adaptable and numerous variants have been developed. These 
include hopper-equipped versions for crop-dusting, scientific 
versions for atmospheric sampling, water-bombers for fighting 
forest-fires, flying ambulances, float-equipped seaplane 
versions, lightly armed combat versions for dropping 
paratroops, and of course the most common An-2T version,
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which is the 12-seater passenger aircraft. All versions (other 
than the An-3) are powered by a 750 kW (1,000 hp) 9-cylinder 
Shvetsov ASh-62 radial engine, which was developed from 
the Wright R-1820. 

The An-2 has design features which make it suitable for 
operation in remote areas with unsurfaced airstrips: 

·  It has a pneumatic brake system (similar to those 
used on heavy road vehicles) to stop on short 
runways. 

·  It has an air line fitted to the compressor, so the 
pressure in the tires and shock absorbers can be 
adjusted without the need for special equipment. 

·  The batteries are large and easy to remove, so the 
aircraft does not need a ground power unit to supply 
power. 

·  There is no need for an external fuel pump to refuel 
the aircraft, as it has an onboard pump that allows the 
tanks to be filled from simple fuel drums. 

·  It has a minimum of complex systems. The crucial 
wing leading edge slats that give the aircraft its slow 
flight ability are fully automatic, being held closed by 
the airflow over the wings. Once the airspeed drops 
below 64 km/h (40 mph), the slats will extend 
because they are on elastic rubber springs. 

·  Take-off run: 170 m, landing run: 215 m (these 
numbers will of course vary depending on take-
off/landing weight, outside air temperature, surface 
roughness, and headwind). 

Antonow An-2 (An2-TP) 
An interesting note from the pilot's handbook reads: "If the 
engine quits in instrument conditions (blind flying when you 
can't see the ground) or at night, the pilot should pull the 
control column full aft (it won't stall) and keep the wings level. 
The leading-edge slats will snap out at about 64 km/h (40 
mph), and when the airplane slows to a forward speed of 
about 40 km/h (25 mph), the airplane will sink at about a 
parachute descent rate until the aircraft hits the ground." 

The An-2 indeed has no stall speed quoted in the 
operating handbook. Pilots of the An-2 say one can fly the 
aircraft in full control at 30 mph (as a contrast, a modern 
Cessna 4-seater light aircraft has a stall speed of around 55 
mph). This slow stall speed makes it possible for the aircraft to 
fly backwards (if the aircraft is pointed into a headwind of, 
say, 35 mph (56 km/h), it will travel backwards at 5 mph 
(8.0 km/h) whilst under full control). (This is, of course, also 
possible with almost any other real Short Take Off and 
Landing (STOL) aircraft.) 

 
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:An2TP-Rusalka.jpg 
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Safety Issues 
Flight Safety – 

·  The club has recently enjoyed a resurgence of buddy 
box training. While there is a tendency to allow the 
trainee time to recover from their over corrections, 
any flight that may result in flying over the pit area 
should immediately be taken over by the instructor. 

·  Individual flyers who have lost control of their plane 
in or around the pit area should issue an audible 
warning to those in the pit area.  This audible 
warning is not intended to draw attention to you but 
to alert the pit area to be watchful of a possible plane 
in the immediate area that may result in personal 
injury.  

Field Safety – 
·  Motor Vehicles 

o When entering off of or exiting onto Route 9, 
travel at a reasonable safe speed.  With the 
overgrown weeks on either side of the 
entrance, there may be a vehicle coming 
from the opposite direction and even 
medium rates of speed on the stone and mud 
may prevent the immediate stopping of one 
or both vehicles resulting in an accident. 

o While driving down the dirt road, exercise 
extreme caution.  Field maintenance 
personnel may be exiting from between the 
over growth of trees and weeds at any time.  
This is especially true when on approaches 
the parking area and other flyers are loading 
or unloading their vehicles. 

o When turning your vehicle around for parking 
or backing out to leave, again be cautious.  
Your fellow flyers safety should be your 
first concern. 

·  Fire – with the cold weather upon us, all flyers need 
to be conscious of fire and other hazards. 

o The 55 gallon metal drum is for disposing of 
all previous fire ash.  Do not spread them on 
the ground as the ash may still be hot and 
rekindle into a brush fire. 

o The 55 gallon drum is not a trash can.  Please 
do not put any trash of any kind in the drum.  
Over the summer, this drum has 
accumulated a large variety of trash from 
coffee cups, to fast food bags, to plastic 
water bottles, to soda cans, etc.  Whatever 
you bring to the field, you take home from 
the field. 

If you should start a fire in the grill provided, please exercise 
extreme caution.  Watch the wind direction to prevent smoke 
being blown into the sight of pilots on the flight 

Safety Issues continued…. 
line and possibly causing your fellow flyer to 
loss his plane.  Also take into consideration the 
potential that flames could extended to the 
wooded fence and/or overhanging brush that 
could ignite if the grill is placed too close to 
them.  Always place the lid on the grill when 
leaving for the day. 

May we all enjoy flying at the field and go home with the 
peace of mind that no one was injured and no property was 
damaged. 
If anyone has safety issues they would like to have published, 
please send them to me gardiner0@verizon.net. 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

 
The events listed, as well as others, can be found at your 
AMA's Contest Calendar Site on the WWW: go to URL: 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/calendar.aspx or the 
IMAA site at  http://www.fly-imaa.org/imaa/events/index.html 
 Others listed are from club newsletters or flyers 
 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
Auction and Swap Meet 

11/07/09 - Newark, DE (E) Auction and Swap Meet. Site: 
Shue Middle School. For Info: Dick Stewart PH:302-368-
5171 email: balticply@aol.com. Open 9am, table set up at 
8am, Auction 11am, raffles, refreshments, for more info 
contact CD, Tables $15. 
Sponsor: DELAWARE R/C CLUB 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
Southeast PA Radio Control Indoor Flea Market 

11/21/09 - Plymouth Meeting, PA (E) Southeast PA Radio 
Control Indoor Flea Market. Site: Pennsylvania Army 
National Guard Armory. For Info: Jim Secrease PH:215-470-
2451 email: onetankjcs@usa.com. Visit www.krc.org. Easy 
access from PA Turnpike exit 333, doors open 7am for table 
renters, 9am for public, tables $6 and $8 pre-register or $8 and 
$12 day of event, 6 and 8 ft tables, food, raffle prizes, plenty 
of parking. 
Sponsor: KEYSTONE RC CLUB 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
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 Beginning at the October Club meeting, 
nominations for the Club’s 2010 Officers 
will be accepted. Nominations will also be 
accepted and elections will be held during 

November’s Club meeting. So if you want to nominate 
someone, please clear it with the person first before submitting 
his/her name and get it to one of the Officers or other Club 
members if you can’t attend the October meeting. For those 
Club Members not able to attend this November’s meeting, a 
ballot for mail-in votes will be included in the November issue 
of Contact. excerpt from the Club by-laws…. 
ARTICLE 3: ELECTIONS AND TERMS OF OFFICE  
1. All elected officers of the Club shall serve for one (1) year 
from date of election. Officers are to be elected by a vote of 
simple majority of those present at the regular meeting in the 
month of November. Mail-in ballots will be made available 
for those members who have voting rights but cannot attend 
the meeting. Those ballots, returned by mail before the 
November meeting, will be counted as if those persons were 
present at the meeting. New officers will take office 
immediately after the November meeting. Personnel will be 
appointed by the elected officers and confirmed by a simple 
majority vote of those members present during a regular 
meeting: i.e. Newsletter Editor, Contest Director, etc.  
2. Nomination of Club officers shall be made at the general 
membership meeting during the month of October. 
Nominations for office may be made by any active Club 
member holding voting rights, either in person or by 
submitting a proxy nomination to an existing officer. All 
known nominations for office will be published in the 
newsletter prior to the election.  
3. A secret ballot is required for elections, for removal of a 
Club officer, a member of the Board of Directors, and for 
expulsion of a member from the Club unless waived by a 
simple majority vote of the members present at the meeting. 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
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Until next month, 
      Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 

My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
            



 

 
 
 

AMA #: _______________ Expires: _______ 1991 R/C Frequency(s): ____________________
Birthdate: __________ (AMA Requirement)
Referred By: _____________________________ (New members only)
AMA Junior Members (under 19 years old) at same address: ______________________
Dues Payment Amount: $_______________

Date: ________________
Name: _____________________________________
PO Box/RD/Street: _________________________ Apt #: _______
Development: ____________________________________________
City: ____________________________ State: ____ Zip: _________
Home Phone: (_____) _____-__________
Work Phone: (_____) _____-__________
E-Mail Address: _____________________

Please indicate your expierence:
Beginner (Need instruction)!
Previously soloed!
Operated R/C aircraft with assistence!

 
 
The above form should be filled in and submitted with your 2010 Club dues so that the Club Membership database can be updated. 
This data is used for AMA Club Charter renewal as well as our Club Roster. Please fill-in all fields that apply.. Thanks in 
advance! 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
 
 
 

2010 CLUB DUES 
except from the Club by-laws…. 
3. Dues are $60.00 per year for A.M.A. Open members and $25.00 for A.M.A. Youth members (those not 19 by July 1). Members 
age 65 or older by July 1 will be assessed $35.00. No dues are assessed for Junior members when a parent or guardian holds an 
Open Club membership. 
4. All dues are payable in advance by November 30 of each year. Members who do not pay their dues by December 31 will be 
listed in the January newsletter. Any members who do not pay their dues by January 31 will be dropped from the Club 
membership. 
5 Dues for new members joining prior to September 1 will be for the full year amount. Dues for members joining after September 
1 will be prorated at $6.00 per month for each month remaining in that year. 
6. Members dropped from the Club for non-payment of dues may be reinstated after paying the annual dues plus the $10.00 late 
fee. 
Mail to Elliott Smith, 2908 Mattahoon Road, Wilmington, DE 19808 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 



 

 
 

 
2010 PROXY BALLOT 
 Some Club Members may not have the opportunity to attend the November Club meeting and therefore miss out on the 
voting process. This proxy ballot is provided so that you can indicate your absentee vote for 2010 Club Officers as well as afford 
the opportunity to write-in additional nominees in the spaces provided. A simple signature on your part and a method to get the 
proxy ballot in the hands of the Executive Committee (US Mail or get it to someone who will be attending the meeting) prior to the 
November meeting vote is all you need do to express your wishes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------    FOLD HERE, STAPLE OR TAPE AND ADD STAMP    ----------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elliott Smith 
2908 Mattahoon Road 
Wilmington, DE 19808 

2010 First State R/C Club Officer Election Ballot 
 

 Club Member Signature:            
 

President:   Chet Thayer 
Write-in:          
VP:   John Gardiner Frank Donnelly Secretary: Mike Hunter  
Write-in:          Write-in:         
Treasurer:  Elliott Smith  
Write-in:          

 
Circle the nominee your wish to vote for or write-in someone and sign your ballot! Unsigned ballots 

will not be counted for obvious reasons! 
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A mystery aircraft for you to 
ponder… you can read all about 
this mystery ship in the December 
issue of Contact… 
 
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
 

NOVEMBER CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  11/16/09@ Stahl American Legion Post 

Nominations/Elections for 2010 Club Officers 
11/30/09 Club 2010 Membership Dues Deadline 

DECEMBER CLUB MEETING  
Monday  7:00 P.M.  12/21/09 Stahl American Legion Post 

Installation of 2010 Club Officers  

«AddressBlock» 


