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AMA #1256 
2011 Club Officers 
President: Chet Thayer 
VP: Steve Johnson 
Treasurer: John Gardiner 
Secretary: Mike Hunter 
Editor: Tim Mihalski 
District IV AVP: John Kirchstein 

Volume 38   Issue 11               NOVEMBER 2011 
                         
 

UNOFFICIAL OCTOBER MEETING 
MINUTES  
Members in Attendance:  John Gardiner,  Mike Hunter, 
Frank Donnelly, Joe Berry, Dave McCluney, Steve Johnson, 
Tim Mihalski, Ron Abel, Mike Sobieski,   
Show and Tells:  
There were no Show or tells. 
MINUTES: 
Call to Order:  

·  President Chet Thayer called the meeting to order at 
7:33 P.M.   

Reading of the Minutes: 
·  Mike Hunter summarized the minutes from the 

September meeting.  They were accepted as 
summarized by unanimous vote.  

COMMITTEE Reports: 
·  Treasury Report:  John Gardiner reported as of 9-

30-2011, the club had cash in checking account of 
$xx.xx.  This compares to a checking balance of 
$xx.xx as of 9-30-2010 and $xx.xx as of 12-31-2010.  
At the last meeting the club approved setting aside 
the savings account balance and the excess of the 
special assessment over the cost of the used lawn 
mower as a reserve for a new lawn mower.  As of 9-
30-2011, the club had cash in savings of $xx.xx.  
This compares to a savings balance of $xx.xx as of 9-
30-2010 and $xx.xx as of 12-31-2010.   
 Dues collected for 2011 total $xx.xx.  The Club 
currently has 22 regular and 16 senior members.  
Membership for 2010 was 23 regular and 18 senior 
members. 
 Total receipts for the nine month of 2011 total 
$xx.xx.  The three main sources of revenues are Dues 
- $xx.xx, fuel sales - $xx.xx and special assessment - 
$xx.xx.  This makes up 96% of revenues. 
Total disbursements for the nine months of 2011 total 
$xx.xx.  Disbursements by category are:  AMA fees, 
$115, field maintenance -$xx.xx, fuel purchase 
$xx.xx, fun fly - $xx.xx, gifts - $xx.xx, mowing 
expenses - $xx.xx, field equipment - $xx.xx, 
sanitation - $xx.xx, corporate fees - $xx.xx, training 
equipment $xx.xx and postage, web and newsletter - 
$xx.xx. 
 John will send out dues invoices November 1st.

MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
·  Safety Report:   There was no safety 
·  Field Report:  Dave McCluney witnessed a last 

model white ford truck leaving the field two weeks 
ago.  When he investigated the grounds he found that 
the newly installed combination lock had been 
broken and that a pile of trash had been deposited on 
the site.  This is just one more disturbing and 
harassing incident that has occurred at the field this 
year.  The perpetrator is unknown. 
 Dave also cut down the stand of trees and bushes 
that were growing also the southwest side of the 
runway.  This growth was on the way to becoming a 
major flying hazard at the field.  A big thanks to 
Dave for cutting down the growth.  

OLD Business 
By Law Changes:  The changes to the by-laws 
proposed at the last meeting and distributed to club 
membership by e-mail/mail were approved by a two 
thirds vote of the membership present and by votes 
submitted previously by members that were not in 
attendance.  Regular members dues are now $65 per 
year, Senior member dues are now $50 per year and 
“Junior “members are now “Youth” members with a 
top age of 19 years old. 
Solar Panel:  The new solar panel has been installed 
and is now in operation.  Only one solar panel was 
actually needed to charge and maintain the system so 
we now have to backup solar panels.  Thanks to Steve 
Johnson, Frank Donnelly, Larry Nolan, Ron Becker and 
Dave McCluney for assisting with this effort and 
getting it set up so quickly.  

New Business 
Officer Nomination:    
The following officer nominations were made at the 
meeting for next year: 
President:  Chet Thayer 
Vice President:  Ron Abel 
Treasurer:  John Gardiner 
Secretary:  Mike Hunter 
 Officer elections will be held at the November 
meeting.  Additional members may be nominated any 
time prior to the vote.  

Club Trainer:   Frank Donnelly made a motion that the 
remains of the ill fated club trainer be given to Joe 
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 Established 1973 – An AMA Gold Leader Club 
              http://www.firststaterc.org 
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MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
Berry.  This motion was seconded and unanimously approved 
by the members present. 
Gate Lock:  There are no plans to replace the combination 
lock on the gate.  We will continue to use the keyed lock. 
Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Hunter 
Secretary 
First State R/C Club 
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Avro Anson  
 
 The Avro Anson is a British twin-engine, multi-role 
aircraft that served with the Royal Air Force, Fleet Air Arm 
and numerous other air forces prior to, during, and after the 
Second World War. Named for British Admiral George 
Anson, it was originally designed for maritime 
reconnaissance, but was soon rendered obsolete in that role. 
However, it was rescued from obscurity by its suitability as a 
multi-engine air crew trainer, becoming the mainstay of the 
British Commonwealth Air Training Plan. By the end of 
production in 1952, the Anson spanned nine variants and a 
total of 8,138 were built in Britain by Avro. From 1941, a 
further 2,882 were built by Canadian Federal Aircraft Ltd. 
 
Design and development 
 The Anson was derived from the commercial six-seat 
652 and the militarized version, which first flew on 24 March 
1935, was built to Air Ministry Specification 18/35. It was the 
first RAF monoplane with a retractable undercarriage. Avro 
allotted the type number 652A to the Anson. The first 
production run resulted in 174 Anson Mk I  aircraft for service 
with Coastal Command. No. 48 Squadron RAF was the first to 
be equipped in March 1936. 
 A distinctive feature of the Anson I was its landing gear 
retraction mechanism which required no less than 140 turns of 
the hand crank by the pilot. To forgo this laborious process, 
early model Ansons often made short flights with the landing 
gear extended at the expense of 30 mph (50 km/h) of cruise 
speed. 
 A total of 11,020 Ansons were built by the end of 
production in 1952, making it the second-most-numerous 
(after the Vickers Wellington) British multi-engine aircraft of 
the war.
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Operational history  
 At the start of the Second World War, there were 26 
RAF squadrons operating the Anson I: 10 with Coastal 
Command and 16 with Bomber Command. However, by this 
time, the Anson was obsolete in the roles of bombing and 
coastal patrol and was being superseded by the Armstrong 
Whitworth Whitley and Lockheed Hudson. 
 Limited numbers of Ansons continued to serve in 
operational roles such as coastal patrols and air/sea rescue. 
Early in the war, an Anson scored a probable hit on a German 
U-boat. In June 1940, a flight of three Ansons was attacked by 
nine Luftwaffe Messerschmitt Bf 109s. Remarkably, the 
Ansons downed two German aircraft "and damaging a third 
before the 'dogfight' ended", without losing any of their own 
The aircraft's true role, however, was to train pilots for flying 
multi-engine bombers such as the Avro Lancaster. The Anson 
was also used to train the other members of a bomber's air 
crew, such as navigators, wireless operators, bomb aimers and 
air gunners. Postwar, the Anson continued in the training role 
and light transport roles. The last Ansons were withdrawn 
from RAF service with communications units on 28 June 
1968. 
 The Royal Australian Air Force operated 1,028 Ansons, 
mainly Mk Is, until 1955. The Royal Canadian Air Force and 
Royal Canadian Navy operated Ansons until 1952. The 
USAAF employed 50 Canadian-built Ansons, designated as 
the AT-20. 
 The Royal New Zealand Air Force operated 23 Ansons 
as navigation trainers in the Second World War, (alongside the 
more numerous Airspeed Oxford), and acquired more Ansons 
as communication aircraft immediately after the war. A 
preserved navigation trainer is in the Royal New Zealand Air 
Force Museum at Wigram. 
 

 
Avro Anson 11 G-
ALIH of Ekco 
Electronics at 
Blackbushe, Hants, 
in September 1955. 
 
 

 
 The Egyptian Air Force operated Ansons in 
communications and VIP duties. A specially outfitted Anson 
was gifted to the then King by the Royal Air Force. The Royal 
Afghan Air Force obtained 13 Anson 18 aircraft for various 
duties from 1948. These aircraft survived through 1972. 
 After the war, Ansons continued in production by Avro 
at Woodford for civilian use as light transports by small 
charter airlines and as executive aircraft for industrial and 
other companies. Countries which saw civilian operations with 
Ansons included Great Britain, Canada, Australia and 
Denmark. 
 Railway Air Services operated Ansons on scheduled 
services from London's Croydon Airport via Manchester to 
Belfast (Nutts Corner) during 1946-1947. Sivewright Airways 
operated three Avro XIX aircraft from their Manchester 
Airport base on charter flights as far as Johannesburg and on 
scheduled flights to Ronaldsway Airport in the Isle of Man 
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until 1951. Finglands Airways operated an ex-RAF Anson I 
on inclusive tour flights and on scheduled flights to Newquay 
Airport until 1952. 
 India ordered twelve new Anson 18Cs in 1948 for use by 
the Directorate of Civil Aviation as trainers and 
communications aircraft, and these were delivered from 
Woodford in spring 1949. 
 Avro Ansons continued to be used by the RAF in the role 
of Station Communications Aircraft, well into the 1960s. 

Specifications (Mk I) 

 
 

Data from, David. The Hamlyn Concise Guide to British 
Aircraft of World War II [5] 
General characteristics 
·  Crew: 3-4 
·  Length: 42 ft 3 in (12.88 m) 
·  Wingspan: 56 ft 6 in (17.22 m) 
·  Height: 13 ft 1 in (3.99 m) 
·  Wing area: 463 ft² (43.1 m²) 
·  Empty weight: 5,512 lb (2,500 kg) 
·  Loaded weight: 7,955 lb (3,608 kg) 
·  Max takeoff weight: 8,500 lb (3,900 kg) 
·  Powerplant: 2 × Armstrong Siddeley Cheetah IX 

radial engines, 355 hp (260 kW) each 
Performance 
·  Maximum speed: 188 mph (163 kn, 303 km/h) at 

7,000 ft (2,100 m) 
·  Range: 790 mi (690 nmi, 1,300 km) 
·  Service ceiling: 19,000 ft (5,791 m) 
·  Rate of climb: 750 ft/min (3.8 m/s) 
·  Wing loading: 17.2 lb/ft² (83.9 kg/m²) 
·  Power/mass: 0.088 hp/lb (140 W/kg) 
Armament 
·  Guns: 

o 1 × .303 in (7.7 mm) machine gun in front 
fuselage 

o 1 × .303 in (7.7 mm) Vickers K machine gun in 
dorsal turret 

·  Bombs: 360 lb (163 kg)
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Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Avro.anson.arp.jpg 
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The events listed, as well as others, can be found at your 
AMA's Contest Calendar Site on the WWW: go to URL: 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/calendar.aspx or the 
IMAA site at  http://www.fly-imaa.org/imaa/events/index.html 
 Others listed are from club newsletters or flyers 
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Delaware R/C Club Annual R/C Auction & Swapmeet 
11/5/2011 -- Newark, DE (E) AUCTION AND SWAP MEET. 
Site: Shue Middle School. Richard Stewart CD PH: 302-368-
5171 Email: balticply@aol.com. Tables $15, doors open by 
9AM, table set up at 8AM. Auction starts at 11AM. Raffles, 
refreshments. For more info and table reservations contact 
CD.  
Sponsor: DELAWARE RC CLUB 
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Third Annual Southeastern Pennsylvania Radio Control 
Indoor Flea Market 
Saturday, November 19, 2011 
Doors Open 8:00 AM (Public) Table Renters Setup 7:00 AM 
Open till 1:00 PM Site: Pennsylvania Army National Guard 
Armory, 1046 Belvoir Road, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 
Admission: $5.00 Spouses / Children under 12 free Table 
Rental: 6 ft Tables Pre-Register $10 Day of Event $12 
Public Invited Plenty of Parking 
Additional Information: www.krc.org 
Only 75 Tables Available (Make Reservations Early) 
Pre-Registration Contact: Durry Leister (484) 557-7880 
durryleister@msn.com 
Please put KRC Flea Market on the subject line 
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 Beginning at the October Club meeting, 
nominations for the Club’s 2012 Officers 
will be accepted. Nominations will also be 
accepted and elections will be held during 

November’s Club meeting. So if you want to nominate 
someone, please clear it with the person first before submitting
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his/her name and get it to one of the Officers or other Club 
members if you can’t attend the October meeting. For those 
Club Members not able to attend this November’s meeting, a 
ballot for mail-in votes will be included in the November issue 
of Contact. excerpt from the Club by-laws…. 
ARTICLE 3: ELECTIONS AND TERMS OF OFFICE  
1. All elected officers of the Club shall serve for one (1) year 
from date of election. Officers are to be elected by a vote of 
simple majority of those present at the regular meeting in the 
month of November. Mail-in ballots will be made available 
for those members who have voting rights but cannot attend 
the meeting. Those ballots, returned by mail before the 
November meeting, will be counted as if those persons were 
present at the meeting. New officers will take office 
immediately after the November meeting. Personnel will be 
appointed by the elected officers and confirmed by a simple 
majority vote of those members present during a regular 
meeting: i.e. Newsletter Editor, Contest Director, etc.  
2. Nomination of Club officers shall be made at the general 
membership meeting during the month of October. 
Nominations for office may be made by any active Club 
member holding voting rights, either in person or by 
submitting a proxy nomination to an existing officer. All 
known nominations for office will be published in the 
newsletter prior to the election.  
3. A secret ballot is required for elections, for removal of a 
Club officer, a member of the Board of Directors, and for 
expulsion of a member from the Club unless waived by a 
simple majority vote of the members present at the meeting. 
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Robert Cyr 11/21 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

Airline Announcement: 
Your seat cushions can be used for flotation, and in the event 
of an emergency water landing, please take them with our 
compliments. 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
 

Before you know it, the 
Holidays will be upon us! 
Better get that Santa’s List 
ready so you’ll find that 
special RC item under 
your tree Christmas 
morning! 

 
 

            

Until next month, 
      Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 

My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
            



 

 
 
 

AMA #: _______________ Expires: _______ 1991 R/C Frequency(s): ____________________
Birthdate: __________ (AMA Requirement)
Referred By: _____________________________ (New members only)
AMA Junior Members (under 19 years old) at same address: ______________________
Dues Payment Amount: $_______________

Date: ________________
Name: _____________________________________
PO Box/RD/Street: _________________________ Apt #: _______
Development: ____________________________________________
City: ____________________________ State: ____ Zip: _________
Home Phone: (_____) _____-__________
Work Phone: (_____) _____-__________
E-Mail Address: _____________________

Please indicate your expierence:
Beginner (Need instruction)!
Previously soloed!
Operated R/C aircraft with assistence!

 
 
The above form should be filled in and submitted with your 2012 Club dues so that the Club Membership database can be updated. 
This data is used for AMA Club Charter renewal as well as our Club Roster. Please fill-in all fields that apply.. Thanks in 
advance! 
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2012 CLUB DUES 
except from the Club by-laws…. 
ARTICLE 8: DUES  

1. The annual dues to be paid to the Club shall be determined by the Club officers with the approval of a simple 
majority vote. Dues are non-refundable, except under extraordinary circumstances, which will be determined by 
the Board of Directors on a case-by case basis. Dues are to be paid no later than the January Club meeting.  

2. All new members are to be assessed a $10.00 initiation fee upon their acceptance. The initiation fee is not 
refundable. A.M.A. Youth members (age 19 or younger) are exempt from this fee.  

3. Dues are $65.00 per year for A.M.A. Open members and $25.00 for A.M.A. Youth members (those not 19 by 
July 1). Members age 65 or older by July 1 will be assessed $50.00. No dues are assessed for Youth members 
when a parent or guardian holds an Open Club membership.  

4. All dues are payable in advance by November 30 of each year. Members who do not pay their dues by December 
31 will be listed in the January newsletter. Any members who do not pay their dues by January 31 will be 
dropped from the Club membership.  

5. Dues for new members joining prior to September 1 will be for the full year amount. Dues for members joining 
after September 1 will be prorated at $6.00 per month for each month remaining in that year.  

6. Members dropped from the Club for non-payment of dues may be reinstated after paying the annual dues plus the 
$10.00 late fee.  

7. The Club can secure an A.M.A. membership for new members if they wish for the additional A.M.A. membership 
cost.  

8. No special assessment shall be levied upon the Club membership, unless it is approved by a vote of two-thirds 
(2/3) majority of the members present at the regular monthly meeting, and the members have been given five (5) 
days prior notice along with an explanation of the assessment.  

Mail to John Gardiner, 108 Weldin Park Drive, Wilmington, DE 19803 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 



 

 
 

 
2012 PROXY BALLOT 
 Some Club Members may not have the opportunity to attend the November Club meeting and therefore miss out on the 
voting process. This proxy ballot is provided so that you can indicate your absentee vote for 2012 Club Officers as well as afford 
the opportunity to write-in additional nominees in the spaces provided. A simple signature on your part and a method to get the 
proxy ballot in the hands of the Executive Committee (US Mail or get it to someone who will be attending the meeting) prior to the 
November meeting vote is all you need do to express your wishes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------    FOLD HERE, STAPLE OR TAPE AND ADD STAMP    ----------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Gardiner 
108 Weldin Park Drive 
Wilmington, DE 19803 

2012 First State R/C Club Officer Election Ballot 
 

 Club Member Signature:            
 

President:   Chet Thayer 
Write-in:          
VP:   Ron Abel      Secretary: Mike Hunter  
Write-in:          Write-in:         
Treasurer:  John Gardiner 
Write-in:          

 
Circle the nominee your wish to vote for or write-in someone and sign your ballot! Unsigned ballots 

will not be counted for obvious reasons! 
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder… you can read all about this 
mystery ship in the December issue of Contact… 
 
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
 

Monday 07:30 P.M. 11/21/11 Club Meeting @ Stahl Ame rican Legion Post  
          Election of 2012 Club Officers  
11/30/11 Club 2012 Membership Dues Deadline  
 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 12/19/11 Club Meeting @ Stahl Ame rican Legion Post  
          Induction of 2012 Club Officers  
 
Sunday 10:00 A.M. 01/01/12 Freeze Fly 2012  

«AddressBlock» 


