
@ @ @ @ @ @ @  @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @@ @ @ @ @ @ @@ @ @ @ @ @ @@ @ @ @ @ @ @@ @ @ @ @ @ @@ @ @ @ @ @ @@ @ @ @ @ @ @@ @ @ @ @ @ @@ @ @ @ @ @ @@ @ @ @ @ @ @ 
Contact December 2011  First State RC Club, New Castle, DE   Page 1 of 7  

AMA #1256 
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Treasurer: John Gardiner 
Secretary: Mike Hunter 
Editor: Tim Mihalski 
District IV AVP: John Kirchstein 

Volume 38   Issue 12               DECEMBER 2011 
                         
 

UNOFFICIAL NOVEMBER MEETING 
MINUTES  
Members in Attendance:  John Gardiner,  Mike Hunter, 
Frank Donnelly, Joe Berry, Dave McCluney, Steve Johnson, 
Tim Mihalski, Ron Abel, Mike Sobieski, Chet Thayer, Randy 
Weaver, Jack Springer, Ron Becker, Elliot Smith, Butch 
Newton   
Show and Tells:  

·  Joe Berry showed us his “Flying King” high wing 
model.  It was fully framed and ready for covering, 
servo installation and mounting a motor.  Ron Becker 
is financing the build and Joe is doing the build.  He 
expects to have it flying in a month or so.  Joe and 
Ron are still debating about what engine to install, 
but they are leaning toward a Saito 91 Golden 
Knight.  The plane will have flaps as well. 

·  Ron Becker brought in his clip wind Cub that he had 
brought in last year when he showed us the new 
covering technique he used on this plane.  He and Joe 
Berry are also collaborating on this model.  It is now 
totally painted and fully ready for installation of 
engine, servos and receiver.  Ron estimates he has 
invested $500 in equipment just to cover and paint 
this model.  He expects a maiden flight sometime this 
spring. 

·  Dave McCluney brought in what he calls the “Pine 
Tree Miracle”.  It is really the former club trainer 
(Robin) that was destroyed in a recent training 
accident.  Anyone who saw the accident and resulting 
damage would be totally awe struck to see the final 
repair job.  Dave had to totally strip the plane (wing 
and fuselage) of its previous covering material.  He 
also had to hand cut several wing ribs and rebuild 
most of the wing.  He painted it in a “Ford” yellow 
paint scheme with primarily black trim.  He also was 
able to mount the cowl which was not an original part 
of the plane. 

·  Frank Donnelly brought in a CBB 42.  It is a single 
engine float plane made primarily of Dacron and 
foam.  The model as he showed us weighs only 12 
oz.  When it is fully operational he expects to add 
another 7 oz. for battery and servos.  The most 
impressive part of the build was how Frank had to 
bend 1/8 wooden dowels to form the major support  

MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
for the wing.  One dowel makes up the leading edge 
of the wing and the other the trailing edge.  The 
leading edge only had to be bent to form the dihedral; 
however the trailing edge needed a compound bend 
for the dihedral and the fact that the trailing edge 
narrows at it approaches the wing tip.  Frank also had 
to do some precision bend on the Dacron to form the 
main wing. 

MINUTES: 
Call to Order:  

·  President Chet Thayer called the meeting to order at 
7:45 P.M.   

Reading of the Minutes: 
·  Mike Hunter summarized the minutes from the 

October meeting.  They were accepted as 
summarized by unanimous vote.  

COMMITTEE Reports: 
·  Treasury Report:  John Gardiner reported that as of 

10-31-2011, the club had cash in checking account of 
$xx.xx and $xx.xx as of 12-31-2010.  The club had 
cash in the savings account of $xx.xx.  These funds 
are ear marked for the purchase of a new lawn 
mower.  This compares to a savings balance of 
$xx.xx as of 10-31-2010 and $xx.xx as of 12-31-
2010. 
Dues collected for 2011 total $xx.xx.  The Club 
currently has 23 regular, 16 senior and 4 junior 
members.  Membership for 2010 was 23 regular and 
18 senior members. 
Total receipts for the ten months of 2011 total 
$xx.xx.  The three main sources of revenues are Dues 
- $xx.xx, fuel sales - $xx.xx and special assessment - 
$xx.xx.  This makes up 96% of revenues. 
Total disbursements for the tem months of 2011 total 
$xx.xx.  Disbursements by category were reviewed 
last month.  Disbursements for October were $18.67 
for gas, $39.97 for parts for the trimmer, $80 for 
sanitation and $11.00 for new checks.  This total is 
$149.67.   
For the ten months, the Club has a deficit spending of 
$147.71. 

·  Safety Report:   There was no safety 
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 Established 1973 – An AMA Gold Leader Club 
              http://www.firststaterc.org 
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MEETING MINUTES  continued… 
·  Field Report:  There was no field report.  Ron 

Becker did thank John Gardiner for slowly disposing 
of the trash that was dumped at the field.  He also 
thanked the retired members who cut the field this 
year.  Also, Dave McCluney did report that the moto-
cross race was held on Sunday and that we should 
expect some issues with the parking area.  Due to the 
inclement weather no one has been to the field since 
this race. 

OLD Business 
There was no old business.  

New Business 
Officer Nomination:    
The following officer nominations were considered at 
the meeting for 2012 officers: 
 President:  Chet Thayer 
 Vice President:  Ron Abel, Ron Becker 
 Treasurer:  John Gardiner 
 Secretary:  Mike Hunter 
The following members will be officers for 2012: 
 President:  Chet Thayer 
 Vice President:  Ron Becker 
 Treasurer:  John Gardiner 
 Secretary:  Mike Hunter 
Club Demonstration Plane:  Frank Donnelly made a 
motion that the Club re-designate any aircraft that we 
own as a “Demonstration Plane” not a “Trainer”.  As 
such these planes will not be used to train student 
pilots.  Mike Hunter made an addition motion that Joe 
Berry be the “custodian” of the club’s current aircraft.  
Both motions were accepted and approved. 
Fuel Donation:  Randy Weaver donated three gallon of 
15% nitro fuel to the club for whatever use it wanted 
(sell it, give it out as prize, fuel the club demonstration 
plane, etc.).  Thanks Randy, we will make good use of 
it.   

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.  
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Hunter 
Secretary 
First State R/C Club 
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Randy Weaver 12/10 
Charles Hruska 12/24 
Michael Sobieski 12/30 
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Lockheed XFV 

Role Experimental VTOL fighter aircraft 
Manufacturer Lockheed 
First flight 23 December 1953 (official flight: 16 June 1954) 
Primary user United States Navy (intended) 
Produced 1954 
Number built 1 flying prototype plus 1 incomplete airframe  
 The American Lockheed XFV (sometimes referred to as 
the Salmon) was an experimental tailsitter prototype built by 
Lockheed to demonstrate the operation of a vertical takeoff 
and landing fighter for protecting convoys.  Design and 
development 
 The Lockheed XFV originated as a result of a proposal 
issued by the US Navy in 1948 for an aircraft capable of 
vertical takeoff and landing (VTOL) aboard platforms 
mounted on the afterdecks of conventional ships. Both 
Convair and Lockheed competed for the contract but in 1950, 
the requirement was revised, with a call for a research aircraft 
capable of eventually evolving into a VTOL ship-based 
convoy escort fighter. On 19 April 1951, two prototypes were 
ordered from Lockheed under the designation XFO-1 
(company designation was Model 081-40-01). Soon after the 
contract was awarded, the project designation changed to 
XFV-1 when the manufacturer's code for Lockheed was 
changed from O to V. 
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 The XFV was powered by a 5,332 hp (3,976 kW) 
Allison YT40-A-14 turboprop engine driving three-bladed 
contra-rotating propellers. The tail surfaces were a reflected 
cruciform v-tail (forming an x) that extended above and below 
the fuselage. The aircraft had an ungainly appearance on the 
ground with a make-shift, fixed landing gear attached. 
Lockheed employees derisively nicknamed the aircraft the 
"pogo stick" (a direct reference to the rival Convair XFY's 
name). 

Testing and evaluation 
 In order to begin flight testing, a temporary non-
retractable undercarriage with long braced V-legs was 
attached to the fuselage, and fixed tail wheels attached to the 
lower pair of fins. In this form, the aircraft was trucked out to 
Edwards AFB in November 1953 for ground testing and 
taxiing trials. During one of these tests, at a time when the aft 
section of the large spinner had not yet been fitted, Lockheed 
Chief Test Pilot Herman "Fish" Salmon managed to taxi the 
aircraft past the liftoff speed, and the aircraft made a brief hop 
on 22 December 1953. The official first flight took place on 
16 June 1954. 
 Full VTOL testing at Edwards AFB was held up 
awaiting the availability of the 7,100 hp YT40-A-14 which 
never materialized. After the brief unintentional hop, the 
aircraft made a total of 32 flights; however, all further XFV-1 
flights did not involve any vertical takeoffs or landings. The 
XFV-1 was able to make a few transitions in flight from the 
conventional to the vertical flight mode and back, and had 
briefly held in hover at altitude. Performance remained limited 
by the confines of the flight test regime. With the realization 
that the XFV's top speeds would be eclipsed easily by 
contemporary fighters and that only highly experienced pilots 
could fly the aircraft, the project was cancelled in June 1955.  

 
Variants (proposed) 

·  XFO-1/XFV-1: (Model 081-40-01) Two prototypes 
built, one flown.  

·  FV-2: Proposed production version (Model 181-43-
02) was to have been powered by the T54-A-16 
turboprop, incorporating a bullet-proof windshield, 
armor and radar in the fixed forward part of the nose 
spinner. The proposed armament was four 20 mm  
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cannon fitted in the two wingtip pods. Alternatively, 
48 2 3/4-inch folding-fin rockets could be fitted. 

 Survivors 
 The single flying prototype [N 2] ended up as an exhibit 
at the Sun 'n Fun Campus Museum in Lakeland, Florida. This 
example is presently being refurbished at the museum's 
Buehler Restoration Center. The second prototype, which was 
never completed, serves as a gate guardian at NAS Los 
Alamitos, California. 

 
Specifications 
General characteristics 

·  Crew: 1  
·  Length: 36 ft 10.25 in (11.23 m)  
·  Wingspan: 30 ft 22 in (8.36 m)  
·  Height: 36 ft 10.25 in (11.23 m)  
·  Wing area: 246 ft² (22.85 m²)  
·  Empty weight: 11,599 lb (5,261 kg)  
·  Loaded weight: 16,221 lb (7,358 kg)  
·  Max takeoff weight: 16,221 lb (7,358 kg)  
·  Powerplant: 2 × 1 Allison XT40-A-14 turboprop, () 

each 
Performance 

·  Maximum speed: 580 mph (930 km/h)  
·  Cruise speed: 410 mph (660 km/h)  
·  Range: unknown ()  
·  Service ceiling: 43,300 ft (13,100 m)  
·  Rate of climb: 10,820 ft/min (3,300 m/min)  
·  Wing loading: 65.9 lb/ft² (322 kg/m²) 

Armament 
4 × 20 mm (.79 in) cannons or 48 × 2.75 in (70 mm) rockets 
Note: Performance estimates are based on XFV with YT40-A-
14 engine. 
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lockheed_XFV 
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The events listed, as well as others, can be found at your 
AMA's Contest Calendar Site on the WWW: go to URL: 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/calendar.aspx or the 
IMAA URL site at http://www.fly-
imaa.org/tabid/101/abfclick/true/abbid/5/abcid/4/abaid/4/bpn/
552/ps/0/Default.aspx  Others listed are from club newsletters 
or flyers 
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"CABIN FEVER EXPO 2012"  
Model Engineering Show & Auctions 
SHOW: January 14th & 15th, 2012  
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CONSIGNMENT AUCTION:  
January 13th, 2012  

Visit website at: http://www.cabinfeverexpo.com/ 
Location of Show & Auctions:  
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The Admission Price for the Show and/or Auction is $10.00  
Which is Good for All 3 Days 
Children 12 & Under FREE  

The "CABIN FEVER EXPO 2012" Model Engineering 
Show Also Includes:  

DISPLAYS OF ALL TYPES OF  
MODEL ENGINEERING:  

Gas & Steam Engines  
Hot Air Engines Airplanes  

Steam Boats Which Can Be Run In Our  
Large Indoor Boat Pond  

Trains Cars Live Steam Trains  
VENDOR SALES AREA:  

Over 100 Vendor Spaces Selling:  
Kits, Tools, New & Used Machinery,  

Books, Plans, Trains, Boilers, Software,  
Fasteners, Lubricants, Etc.  

SEMINARS:  
To Be Listed Closer To Show 

DEMONSTRATIONS, CONSIGNMENT SALES AREA & 
MUCH MORE!  
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Some great photos… 

 
 

 
            
Until next month, 
      Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 

My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
           

 



 

 
 
 

AMA #: _______________ Expires: _______ 1991 R/C Frequency(s): ____________________
Birthdate: __________ (AMA Requirement)
Referred By: _____________________________ (New members only)
AMA Junior Members (under 19 years old) at same address: ______________________
Dues Payment Amount: $_______________

Date: ________________
Name: _____________________________________
PO Box/RD/Street: _________________________ Apt #: _______
Development: ____________________________________________
City: ____________________________ State: ____ Zip: _________
Home Phone: (_____) _____-__________
Work Phone: (_____) _____-__________
E-Mail Address: _____________________

Please indicate your expierence:
Beginner (Need instruction)!
Previously soloed!
Operated R/C aircraft with assistence!

 
 
The above form should be filled in and submitted with your 2012 Club dues so that the Club Membership database can be updated. 
This data is used for AMA Club Charter renewal as well as our Club Roster. Please fill-in all fields that apply.. Thanks in 
advance! 
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2012 CLUB DUES 
except from the Club by-laws…. 
ARTICLE 8: DUES  

1. The annual dues to be paid to the Club shall be determined by the Club officers with the approval of a simple 
majority vote. Dues are non-refundable, except under extraordinary circumstances, which will be determined by 
the Board of Directors on a case-by case basis. Dues are to be paid no later than the January Club meeting.  

2. All new members are to be assessed a $10.00 initiation fee upon their acceptance. The initiation fee is not 
refundable. A.M.A. Youth members (age 19 or younger) are exempt from this fee.  

3. Dues are $65.00 per year for A.M.A. Open members and $25.00 for A.M.A. Youth members (those not 19 by 
July 1). Members age 65 or older by July 1 will be assessed $50.00. No dues are assessed for Youth members 
when a parent or guardian holds an Open Club membership.  

4. All dues are payable in advance by November 30 of each year. Members who do not pay their dues by December 
31 will be listed in the January newsletter. Any members who do not pay their dues by January 31 will be 
dropped from the Club membership.  

5. Dues for new members joining prior to September 1 will be for the full year amount. Dues for members joining 
after September 1 will be prorated at $6.00 per month for each month remaining in that year.  

6. Members dropped from the Club for non-payment of dues may be reinstated after paying the annual dues plus the 
$10.00 late fee.  

7. The Club can secure an A.M.A. membership for new members if they wish for the additional A.M.A. membership 
cost.  

8. No special assessment shall be levied upon the Club membership, unless it is approved by a vote of two-thirds 
(2/3) majority of the members present at the regular monthly meeting, and the members have been given five (5) 
days prior notice along with an explanation of the assessment.  

Mail to John Gardiner, 108 Weldin Park Drive, Wilmington, DE 19803 
<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
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John Gardiner 
108 Weldin Park Drive 
Wilmington, DE 19803 
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder… you can read all about 
this mystery ship in the January issue of Contact… 
 
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
 

Monday 07:30 P.M. 12/19/11 Club Meeting @ Stahl Ame rican Legion Post  
          Induction of 2012 Club Officers  
 
Sunday 10:00 A.M. 01/01/12 Freeze Fly 2012  
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